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but what doth your arguing repaeve ? 
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Ti is e us in ene /to get any Thing 
either printed or read; in this Country, that is at all voluminous ; 
_ otherwiſe it wauld be very eaſy to anſwer diſtinctly and effectually | 
every Syllahle-of Mr. Hobart's ſevere Invective againſt the Church: 
On which Account we are obliged to make our Strictures ' chiefly 
upon the moſt labouring Points, and where: the injurious” Treat- 
ment we meet with from him is moſt preſſing. For which reaſon I in- 
troduce what N Wetmore and Beach have written, in as ſmall a 
Compaſs as I can; in which I hope the candid Reader will find a 
ſatisfactory Anſwer t to. all the PR nome en in the Controverſy 
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| WAI Is or rt oe tg ined. ay 50S n per 
. Pen to Paper upon this Occaſion, had he not, among tlie reſt of my 
IBrethren, on many of whom he deals about his Reproaches at a moſt 
| = . Rate, tho't fit alſo, without any manner of Reaſon or Pro- 
vocation, to abuſe me, in p. 124. which may ſerve as a Specimen of his 
preter [Honeſty and Ingenuity in other Inſtances —— I had many 
Years * in my I Defence * Mr. — uſed theſe Words. 
_ oc * My 


*6 T4048 * — 8 * 2 * Ferrer 
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1 ar F Som YH" Dena of this Pen for. the future; for ſure 
he, 8 nethir ; that! EN ery "Mike Sexetity,” Cenſor u 
* « worſhip is not the Ged of Iſrael, nor the Ged of Chriſtians. Tia "Where- 


upon he adds, If the Object of Oux Worſhip be not the God of 


„ Chriſtians, he muſt be the God of the Heathen, the God of this World; 
if he be not the God of Jrael, he muſt be the God of Ełron. But, 
ſays he, © There is no need to heighten the Features of this horrid and 
* monſtrous Inſinuation, 1 ee leave: it to ſhine 1 in . own. native 
. Icon ro MA is 2% | UEDA HTO es 270 


Now: u penis I acts Aeon aſk his Res her they can 
underſtand, any thing elſe from his Aecount of me in theſe Words; but 
that it was my Deſign to charge the Piſſenters in general with worſhip- 
ping the Devil ?— And whether they do not think it was his Deſign that 

they ſhould believe this to be my Opinion of them, in order to ſhew 
how uncharitable I am grown; and indeed, if they ſhould believe this a 
true and juſt Account of what I did write, 1 ſhould not wonder if they 
thoſt it. m moſt horrid and monſtraus ilnfmuation . Bur how ifar from 
Truth er Honeſty te was in ſetiing me in this horrid -Jaght; will be 
very clear, if what I 80 really fay, und ite ODecaſion uf it, were truly 
Known and ſhoneffly attended to. deſire! therefore, for the ſake of 
mon Honeſty, that the Reader willconfider my Words as they really 
axe, 'md;notias be has, (if Irmay! e hun dis dn W pct nag A and 
wictedy on than. rr i r Han dof roomy 
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ener en dN Nn e e N. 
I Was itheys obſerving ; upon an Expradlun of Mr. Weisse That 
1 Was ſorry the Eproſſion ſie ufsd; ( choꝰ I ſaid at che fame Time, I did 
not think he was aware of it, and ſo did by no means charge him with 


it, ) ſhould be fo very like the Doctrine of FATE, as taught by the | 


Authors of the: Independent Whig, ' whoſe Deſign was mene re un- 


dermine all Religion, and who under. the Name of GOD meant nothing j 


but FATE On which Occaſion I told him in my Letter 70 him, 
p. 14. I was really griev' d to find him in ſuch unhappy Company, 
and that his Notions fhould be ſo nearly connected with their Doctrine 


4 of Fate, which is really Atheiſm.” And L add, */arilealt; iwiis tog 


wich :theſe 
“ Authors 


plain, 218 J believe eu are not ure of le what (you, 
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4 Authors Hiffer from-us.and the gonerdlliny of Chriſtans n the wery 
0 Notion of a GOD. And I will wentue 10 fay, that I have too much 
e reaſon to believe. that the Gad which So PEOPLE have, or La rm, 
ce deſorihed in this Country, as the God hom they worſhip, is not the 


God of Iſrael, nor the God of Chriſtians. . Mind — I fay, Some 


People of late, by which every Body that has known the late Condition 
of Things in this Country, muſt know that 1 meant not the Generality of 
liniſters, but thoſe ſtroling Teachers and Exhorters vQÜ ö have of 
late made ſuch uad Havcex ofReligion among us; who, it is well kno-wn, 
uſed many horrid Expreſſions concerning God, which it is:t00 ſhocking 


to relate; and may thy be buried in - eternal Silence! — And yet this 


cautious Expreſſion of mine againſt a feu mad People of late, Mr. Hobart 
repreſents as a general Charge againſt the Miniſters and People of this - 
e te "e's in this 1 only It 18 that his Readers can underſtand him. 
hut be ir cok ir will that „ why ol he-reprofonteda 
chantrins; them 'with-worſhipping the Devil? — Wiry muſt it neods he the 
God of: of this World, if not the God of Ohriſtians— Why muſt it be 
che God of Efron, if not the God of Hu, .= Why mighit it not be 
an imaginary. Being of their own deviſing, that exiſted only ani their Ima- 
ginatiom, if one can call 2nexorable Fate, a Being, which was: what they 


dee Dec inſtead of- the God of Ijrael, and the Cod of Chriftians* 5 97H 


This I declare was my fincere meaning, and ſo every honeſt canditl Rea- 


der. would naturally have underſtood me; for I was ſpeaking only:of the 


Doctrine of Fate. Mr. Hobart pretends to great Seriouſneſs by he 
Manner of writing, and lays many Things home to our Conſciences. 


Now I deſire mm frjonlly: to lay this home to his on Conſcience, and 


conſider whether this Uſage of me can be reconciled wich rommon Hungſty 
and whether his Epithets, horrid, monſtrous and ugly, do not more truly 
belong to ſuch an injurious Treatment than to any Thing I had ſaid ?— 

And . wiſh the Reader to conſider what Credit can be given te 
the reſt of his Accounts of Facts and other Things relating to thisi Con- 


ttroverſy, after having ſeen how abufively he has diſguiſed this. 46 
une diſce omnes. And I hope notwithſtanding: this frightful Inſinuation 


of his, 1 may yet be allowed to have as much Charity as ever I had. 


EN bey in che ſame Spirit avith hie, (be it who it will, it 
matters not,) pretends to have. uſed: an Honeſt Freedom with us dn the 
Evening-Poſt of April y. 1947: And, as that Was a ſhort Summary 


ö of what he ha now. ore largely publſted I hall nere dt den ef 
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T then wrote in 1b to it, but could not have it dan and wWhick 
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the Freedom. uſed in that Letter is altogether honeſt.— 
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may well ſerye as an Introduction and ſhort Su mmary of what is contained 
in the following Anſwers. It was as follows, — © I ſhall never be 
diſpleaſed with any honeſt Frecdom that ay Writer or any other Gentle 
man ſhall uſe with regard to our Church; but I am not clear in it that 
He firſt ſets 
down the Words of the Society's Charter, expreſſing the Deſign of it to 


be, (as it truly was,) among other Things, 1 provide for the Mainte- 


wance of an ort bodo Clergy in theſe Colonies; meaning, (as he knows) 
the Clergy of the Church of England; and this occaſioned by Informa- 
tion that in many of the Plantations and Colonies. &c. the Provifion for 


Miniſters was mean, jane auer were e wholly Tong JO 4  Meinte- : * ; 


Lance. be 97 ©; 
5 


Now 1 25 humbly aſk the Glen, whether it it was ERP in him 


to repreſent, this in the next Paragraph as tho* it were deſigned only for 


Places wholly unprovided with Miniſters or Worſhip of any fort, as he 
would have it, when he can't but know thatit ſpeaks of the — of ſuffi- 
tient Proviſion of Maintenance for Miniſters of the Church of England?-— 
And whereas there are Miſſionaries ſent to many Places where there are al- 
ready Diſſenting Miniſters, was it honeſt in him to repreſent as tho? the Be- 
nefactors are impoſed upon, as being made to believe that there are even 
in thoſe Places no Minifters of any Denomination ?: Can'he be ig- 
norant that they know well enough, that in New- England there are many 
diſſenting Miniſters, where yet ſeveral Epiſcopal Miniſters are ſent ? or that 
what Biſhop Mawſon ſays, is nevertheleſs ſtrictly true of many other Places? 
And where there are already diſſenting Miniſters, can he give any good 
Reaſon why Church People ſhould not have Miniſters of their own as 
well as Diſſenters ? Or is he ſo uncharitable as to think they may not be 
as conſcientious in their adhering to the Church as he or any of his Party 
can pretend to be in diſſenting from it ? And if they are ſo Poor as 
not to be able to provide for the Support of their Miniſters, can he be 
ſo uncharitable as to think it no good Deed of Charity in the Benefactors 
to contribute n their * 5 — Man he think (01 in his own 
Caſe ? * . ee l 


It would be too large a Field to diſpute in this Place, Whether, accord- 
ing to theDefinition of a true Church in our 19 Article, which he alledges, 
your: Churches are true Churches of Chriſt ? nor do I deſire to diſpute it. 
I am „ think the beſt of them and wiſh to God it could be made 


j | appear | 
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r that there is nothing but the pure Word of Cod preached among you,” 


and that the Sacraments are duly adminiſtred according to Chriſt's Ordin-' 


ance in all things that are of Neceſſity requiſite to the ſame, I wiſh, if 
it be true, it could be made to appear, that Epiſcopal Ordination is not 
requiſite according to Chriſt's Ordinance ; the contrary to which, I muſt 
think, has been made very evident, and conſequently, that your Churches 
are in an imperfect State at leaſt on that Account, as well as for want of a 
good Liturgy, tho I am by. no means uncharitable to thoſe that conſcien- 
tiouſiy think otherwiſe But I ſee not the pertinence of the Gentleman's 
ha — that any of your firſt Miniſters were Epiſcopally ordained; when 
he knows they had never any Power given them to ordain others, and 


aL f beſides; that it is one of the original Principles, and preſcribed by your 


firſt Platform at Cambridge, that = Brethern are the Fountain of Power 
and may ordain, ſee Platform Chap. 9. §. 4. and in Fact the Brethren 
did ordain in many Places in the early Times of this Country, as the Fact 
was here at Stratford, of which I have been aſſured by two ancient honeſt 
Men who were eye Witneſſes. . But however. it be with yours, I muſt 
think that no body that knows what the Church of Exgland really is, can 
doubt whether ours are not true Churches; on our Side theſe things are 
out of all doubt: What Reaſon then can be given why they ſhould not 


| have Miniſters of their own as well as others ?— And tfiat the Society and 


Benefactors are not impoſed upon in being induced to lay out their Charity 


f in contributing to their Support: and that to do ſo is agreeable to the 
Deſign of their Charter, you will ſee abundantly proved from the Words of 
ö oe Society themſelves i in their Lenter to the 2 Miniſters. | 


The Gentleman repreſents us as Intruders, entering into 1 * Men's 


Labours, &c. and quotes a Number of Texts which he would have under- 
# ſtood to condemn our Practice. Now I can't help wondering at his 
Aſſurance in this, when he knows that the very Being of the Sect to which 
he belongs, is really owing to the very Practice which thoſe Texts, and he 
© himſelf here condemns ;—it being a needleſs Separation from a truly primi- 
tive and proteſtant Church, ( we- verily think by far the beſt of Churches, ) 

7 occaſioned by the indefatigable Labours of ſuch as left no Stone unturned to 
draw People off from that Church eſtabliſhed by lawful Authority. 
He is much miſtaken in ſaying ; and therefore it is not over honeſt in him 
4 to ſay, we make it our chief and grand Buſineſs to proſelite Diſſenters to 
the Church of England, | 
them in their own Coin, who made it their great Buſineſs, (as Dean Steife 
Ga) to convert Church of Eugland B to Cbriſtianity.) But our chief 


(tho if we did ſo, it would be but payin 


Buſineſs 


—u—é — — — 


i vi | PREFACE. 

g | Bufineſs l ta ciner to thoſe. who ane Church People: And if this proves 

# þ the Occaſion oh increaſing the Number, it is but what may naturally be ex- 

1 pected, when they, by that means, have Opportunity to ſee ho great the 

1 Advantage is on our Side. Upon the whole I beg leave to Tubmivtheſd 
. | few Queſtions to this Writer's further wan | 


Fr YZ * Why Church of England People may not be allowed the: Riglit of 
judging; for themſelves,and to be as: —— perſuaded in their Way ay 
Diſſenters in theirs ? L aſſure him we ſeriouſly. think after all/he has ſuid, we 
have vaſtly. better Reaſons. to Juſtify our Perſuaſion than he has for his. 5 


II. Why Church of. England People here in New-E gland, heveane as | 
| much Right to have Miniſters of their own, as thoſe'in Now: York, Penſyls 
4 uama, North or South. Carolina, &c. or indeed as Proſbyteriansor Cangyega- 1 
Wil _— in; New-England';. and at leaſt as much Right a Dieter in 
man | | | 


|  . III. Why Preſbyterians or Congregutionliſts, &. here in eee 1 
have not at eaſt as much. Right to conform to the Church of Exgland, if; 
they ſee reaſon for it, (and they will ſoon ſee good Reaſon if they . 15 
inquire) as: Church of England. People have to turn Diſſenters ? 


Daz. oy»: 
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IV. Whether, If any are dit poſed | to- -inquire ſeriouſly, and e for 
chemſelves, andi are apprehenſive that it may perhaps be their Duty to 
conform and apply themſelves to us for Inſtruction ; (and we never meddle J 
with thoſe who are not ſo diſpoſed, ) I ſay, whether in this Caſe, the 
Miniſters of the Church here have not, at leaſt as muchRight to aſſiſt them 
in their Inquiries, and ſo endeavour to ſatisfy them of the Lawfulneſs and 
Duty of Conforming, as the Diſſenting Miniſters in England have to draw: | 
People off from: the Eſtabliſhed Church, and maintain a * in 
Oppoſition o it ? f 


Vi and laſtly, Suppoſing there be no lawful Eſtabliſhment in theſe 
Colonies excluſive of the Church, (as. you ſee by the Letters to the Z | 
 foire Miniſters in the Year 1735. and the Lord's Juſtices Letter to ; 
Dummer in the Year 1725, there is not and cannot be, ): and much ma 1 
the Church be eſtabliſhed in theſe Colonies, (as you will ſee, I think well 
proved by Mr. Fetmore from the Act of Union, in the Sequel, ) I fax 
whether on either of theſe Suppoſitions, the Advantage is not clearly and 


Free At; on our Side in all theſt 9 ? And' conſequently whether it was 
indeed 
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Addreſs in my turn to thoſe c 


th 


faſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, in breaking of Bread and in 
Prayers; —— And that all theſe are eſtabliſned by the Laws of our Mother 


that is dear to you in both Worlds. — The Chriſtian Religion is certainly 


\BREFACE. : 


incuſrated in. ion in the Church, and ll her | 
amghe and in arti rene el 2 — e upon the 
Face of the Earth, to all manner of Holineſs in Heart and Life. So that 
à wicked Churchman is indeed a Contradiction in Terms; he is the 
Set rden and the worſt and moſt inexcuſable of all Creatures, and 
muſt expect to meet with the ſevereſt Damnation. I do therefore earneſtly | 
hope and pray that you will all be engaged to adorn your moſt holy Pra- 
feſſion, by dehaving yourſelves in ſome good meaſure worthy of it; ſo 
inoffenſively, ſo holily and e in Love, that your Adverfaries | 
may have nothing to fs. but be obliged to acknowledge that God is in 
you of a Trath ; and that you will ſo cauſe your Light to feine before 
Men, that others beholding ) yaur good Works, may be induced to join with 
you, with one Mind and aue Mauth in glorifying Ged our heavenly Father, 
that we may all grow: eber in Halineſt ad Comfort thre e 
eternal ae 53 | 
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and Servant in CHRIST, | 
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good People of New-England. 


Acts xxii. 1. Men, Brethren am Fathers, hear ye my 
Defence, which I make now unto f0 you. 
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Tis moſt reaſonable Advice that St. Peter gives, to be ready always, 
to give an Anſwer to every Man, that aſketh us a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in us, with Meekneſs and Fear, For by this Means 
if we are in the Right, we may communicate the Truth to others; 

| and if we are in the Wrong, we put ourſelves in the Way to be 
reclaimed, and ſet right. Honeſt Men, and Lovers of Truth, will not 
ſhun the Light, or be loth to have their Tenets examined. In ſuch Caſes, 
when Men ſet that up for their Motto, Anſwer them not again; 1 


can't but conclude, that they ſuſpect their own Cauſe is bad, and are half 
convinced, that they are in an Error. In Obedience therefore to this a- 


poſtolic Injunction, I now addreſs my ſelf unto you, dear Brethren, and 
Country-Men, and beſeech you for the ſake of ſome ineſtimable Truths 
of our excellent Religion, to become unprejudiced, and impartial Judges 
betwixt me and my Antagoniſts. And let it not diſpleaſe you, If I ſay 
ſome Things favourable to the Church of England ; ſeeing we are all agreed 


to call her our dear Mother , from whom we derived our Chriſtianity 


and he muſt be an unnatural Child, who delights to hear his Mother re- 
viled, and rejoyces to ſee her Enemies ſpit in her-Face, And as lam 
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neous you 427 * our 2 es to be. 1 Conſci- 
ences be rightly, or wrongly informed, I deſire you your ſelves to judge 
when you have heard, what we have to ſay in Anſwer to the heavy Ac- 


cuſation of Mr. Hobart, in his Piece intitied, 4 ſerious Adareſs to the ; 


Members of the epiſcopal Separation iu New-England. — And in 
Defence F will uſe the ſofteſt Expreſſions that Juſtice to Trut 
allow of. I will not treat our Adverſaries with ſcurvy and abuſive” 
guage ; I will not upbraid them with nean and wicked Arts, and deride 
them, as worſe than Bigots and be moſt raving Enthuſiaſts ; I will not 
ſtile you a Faction, or your ſolemn Devotions a Frolick, as Mr. Hobart 
has treated us. TI not contend with him, for the Seat of the Scorner, nor 
render Railing for Railing ; but in Meekneſs, and under a Senſe that this 
may be the laſt Anſwer 1 may make, until J anſwer to CHRIST my 
eternal Judge; I ſhall offer to your candid Conſideration the Reaſons cf 
my own Conduct. And I beſeech almighty Gop, that if I am miſtaken, 
this Debate may be a Means of my being turned from the Error of my 
Way; but. x J am in * e it e have the ſane herr ee upon 


you all. af 


His: Plins. But becauſe Mr. Hobart's Piece 18 fill d Wich Scandal and 
ſcurvy Reflections upon many worthy Gentlemen, both at Home and 
80 ſome of Form he has pips and PR, Ma. mean. and wicked 
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| fiber and derhonfrable Truth; and that it is not Schiſin, but a nzcefiary 


good People of New-England. "9 


wer y with a Mind ſometbing inclined to your Side of the Queſtion, and tohons 


EZ you have more than once boaſted of, as one thatwas on the Pointof declaring in 
XZ your Favour. This Gentleman was pleaſed not long fince to favour me with the 
Keſult of his Enquiries into this Subject, and the Reaſons that oblige bim to 

continue in our Communion. Among char Things be ſays, * I ſhould be guilty 


<. of SCHISMin. the proper Senſe of the Word, ſhould I break offfrom our 


1 <« Conſtitution and join with them. And 1 wiſh thisMatter was laid home 
to them who have done ſo. It is aſtoniſhing to me, to hear one of 
our New-England. Gentlemen, who was baptized by a Preſbyterian 
Teacher ( as they affect to call us) vapouring and ſwaggering of unin- 
* terrupted Succeſſion, and beſt conſtituted Church in the World, and 
7 <-pronouncing NULLITY upon all our Adminiſtrations. This is with me, 
1 * perfect Farce and Comedy. The moſt raving Enthuſiaſt does not ap- 


< pear in a more contemptible Figure. BIGOTRY is too ſoft a Term to 
< expreſs it by. And when one of theſe Gentlemen gravely invites me 
<* into the Boſom of the true Church, I dare not look him in the Face for 


ö fear of laughing. I dare not aſk him where he was baptized, for fear of 


< putting him out of Countenance ”. | 
Now, If any be inquiſitive to know, who might be the Author of this 


noble Vapour, it is the ſame Gentleman, who in the Title Page of his 
Election Sermon, ſtiles himſelf, The Paſtor of the Church of Chriſt in 
Reading. Whereas it is well known, that before ever he came to Reading, 
Chriſt had, and has ſtill a Miniſter (_tho' an unworthy one) and a Flock, 
according to the Rules of the Church of England; to whom he has no 
manner of paſtoral Relation. Mr. Hobart very juſtly obſerves, that we 
had a great Regard for this Gentleman; but then he has taken Care to 
acquaint us, how ungratefully he requites us, by pouring out his Scorn and 
Contempt behind our Backs, in ſuch extraordinary and unparallel'd Lan- 
guage, as I ſhould not have expected from any but a moſt raving En- 
thufiaſt.—— J might have publiſh'd the Reſult of the ſame Gentleman's 


; | Enquiries upon the ſame Subject, as he has been pleas'd to communicate 


them to me; which are as different from this publiſhed by Mr. Hobart, 
as Light from Darkneſs ; but as this might cauſe him ſome Pain and Un- 
eaſineſs, to whom I wiſh, an Increaſe of Fame and a growing Reputation; 
ſo I chuſe to bury it in eternal Silence; knowing it is infinitely more plea- 
fant, to forgive the Injury, than to take an ample Revenge. However, 
I have. a Right to examine his Notion of Schiſm, and uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſon. And I muſt confeſs, I differ very widely from him. I am ſo far 
from eſteeming the Notion of an uninterrupted Succeſſion in the Miniſtry, 
worſe than Bigotry and the moſt raving Enthuſiaſm, that I account it, a 
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Doty, to forſake the Communion of thoſe, who pretend to be Miniſtels of 
Chriſt, and yet are fo far from having it, that they Scoff ar it and ridicule. 


it. If this Point be once made clear, the Controverſy will be at an End; 
and the awful Guilt of Schiſm will be found upon our Accuſers, and not 
on us. 1 ſhall therefore attempt to prove theſe three Things 
I. Tbere can be no true Miniſters f Chriſt withour an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion. 


II. The Succeſſion in the Cl rel of England, 1 „eber been zun xupadl : 


III. The preſbyterian and independent Miniſters in N gy az have 3 

no Authority from Chriſt by Succeſſion. 1 
J. That Chriſt's Authority given to the Apoſtles, has by an uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion been continued in his Church, and that there can be no 
Miniſters of Chriſt without it, is unanſwerably argued, by a Divine of ours 
in this manner, To ridicule a Succeſſion, is to exclude any Miniſters oni 

Earth from having Chriſt's Authority, For if there be no Succeſſion of 

« Perſons authorized from Chriſt to ſend others to act in his Name, then, | 
*« * both epiſcopal and preſbyterian Teachers are equally Uſurpers, and as 
mere Lay-men as any at all. For there can't be any other Difference 
* P. the Clergy and Layity, but as the one hath Authority derived 
from Chriſt, to perform Offices which the other hath not. But this 
& Authority can be no otherwiſe had than by an uninterrupted Succeſſion 
* of Men from Chriſt impower'd to qualify others. For i the Succeſſion 
< be once broke, People muſt either go into the Miniſtry of- their own 
% accord, or be ſent by fuch as have no more Power to ſend others 
than to go themſelves. And can theſe, my Brethren, be called Mini- 
* ſters of Chrift, or received as his Ambaſſadors ? Can they be tho't 
eto act in his Name, who have no Authority from him ? If fo, Tour 
very Slaves aſſoon as they are-baptiz*'d, may ordain and baptize to as 
* much Purpoſe, as the bf Miniſters among you. For it can only be 
e objected to ſuch Actions, that they had no Authority from Chriſt. And 
if there be no Succeſſion of Ordainers from him, every one is equally 


* qualified to ordain. I hope you will grant that the adminiſtring a 


<« Sacrament is an Action we have no Right to perform, conſidered ei- 
“ either as Men, Gentlemen, or Scholars, or Members of the civil So- 
dciety: Who then can have any Authority to e e but he chat has 

im, without a Suc- 
<« ceſſion of Men from him, is not eaſily conceived. Should a private 


„ Perſon chooſe a Lord Chancellor and declare his Authority good; would | 


there be any Thing but Abſurdity, Impudence and Preſumptionin i it ? 
But why he can't as well commiſſion a Perſon to act, ſign and ſeal in 
the King Name, as in the Name of Chriſt, is unaccountable, | 


I | « dy 


g0⁰ People of New-England. 5 
ec My-Bretbren, It is a plain and obvious Truth, that no Man, or Num- 


7 7 ber ar Men, confider'd as ſuch, can any more make a Prieſt, or com- 
„ miſſion a Perſon to officiate in Chriſt's Name, as ſuch, than he can en- 


< large the Means of Grace, or add a new Sacrament for the Conveyance of 
iritual Advantages. The Miniſters of Chriſt are as much poſitive Or- 
© dinances, as the Sacraments ; and we might as well think, that Sacra- 


c ments not inftituted by him, might be Means of Grace, as thoſe paſs 
for his Miniſters, who have no Authority from him. 

„Once more, All Things are either in Common in the Church of 
2 < Chriſt, or they are not: If they are, then every one may preach, bap- 


„ tize, ordain, &c. If all Things are not thus common, but the admi- 
« niſtring the Sacraments and Ordination, c. are Offices appropriated 
ec to particular Perſons ; then I defire to know, how, in this preſent Age, 


| or any other fince the Apoftles, Chriſtians can know their reſpective 


6 Duties, or what they may, or may not do, with reſpect to the ſeveral 
« Acts of Church-Communion, if there be no uninterrupted Succeſſion of 
“ Perſons authoriz d from Chriſt : for till Authority fromChriſt appears to 


: s make a Difference between them, we are all alike, and any one may offi- 
date, as well as another. Therefore to make aJeſt of the uni interrupted 


« Succeſſion, is to make a Jeſt of Ordination; to deſtroy the ſacred Cha- 
5 rafter, and to make all Pretenders to it, as good as thoſe who are ſent 
D 
_ To this nervous Reaſoning, kt me add the Judgment of one cf our 
Biſhops ; for whom I know, many of you have as great a Regard, as we 
were jor d to have for your Miniſter before-mentioned, I mean the 
learned and pious 1 Beveridge, who expreſſes himſelf thus, T „ How 
* much are we all to acknowledge the Goodneſs, to praiſe, mag- 
C6 nify and adore the Name of the meſt high God, in that we are born 


: | & and bred and fill live in a Church, wherein the apoſtolical Line hath 


5 thro* all Ages been preſerved entire, there having been a conſtant Suc- 
e ceſſion of ſuch Biſhops in it, as were truly and properly Succeſſors to 


} * the Apoſtles, byſvirtue of that apoſtolical Impoſition of Hands ; which 


being begun by the Apoſtles, bath been continued from one to another, 


2 4 ever ſince their Time, — to us. By which means the ſame Spirit 
Which was breathed by our Lord into his Apoſtles, is, together with 


< their Office, tranſmitted to their lawful Succeſſors, the Paſtors and 
£ Governours of our Church at this Time. 


In another Sermon he has theſe Words, — || © Any Man: may read the . 


1 *« Scriptures and make a an Oration to the People, but 1 it is not that which 


3 W — —— 


* Mr, L. * N 1p. 986. * £3 BY 


6 il Apprrss Pr rhe. 
ec the "SY OOTY call, Preaching the Word of God, unleſs he be ent 
d by God to do it: For how can they preach, exvept they be ſent ? 
„ Roms. x. 13. A Butcher might kill an Gx, or a Lamb, as well as the 
« high-Prieſt; but it was no Sacrifice to God, unleſs one of his Prieſts 
did it. And no Man taketh this Honour to himſelf, but he that is called 
& of God as was Aaron, Heb. v.4. Any Man may treat of publick Affairgz, 
as. well as an Ambaſſador ; but he cannot do it to any Purpoſe, with? 
e out a Commiſſion from his ee. As ſuppoſe a foreign Nation ſhould 
< ſet up one among themſelves, to make a League with England, what 
cc would that ſignify, when he is not authorized by the King to do it? 
« And yet this is the Caſe of many — us, who, as the Apoſtle fore- 
“ told, cannot endure ſound Dofrine, but after their o Lufts heap to 
A themſelves. Teachers having itching Ears, 2 Tim. iv. 3. But ſuch | 
Teachers as Men thus heap to themſelves, howſoever they may tickle | 
ce their itching Ears, they can never touch their Hearts; for that can be 
* done only by the Power of God accompanying and aſſiſting his own ! 
c“ Inſtitution and Commiſſion. Inſomuch that if I did not think, or ra- 
& ther was not fully aſſured, that I had a Commiſſion to be an Ambaſſa- 
« dor for Chriſt, and to act in his Name, I ſhould never think it worth Þ 
<« the while to preach or execute any miniſterial Office: But bleſſed be 
God, we in our Church by a ſucceſſive Impoſition of Hands, continued 
« all along from the Apoſtles themſelves, receive the ſame Spirit that was 
0 conferred upon them for the Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacra- 
“ ments ordained by our Lord and Maſter, and therefore may do it as a 
< effectually to the Salvation of Mankind as they dic. i 
But you will ſay, He aſſerts that your Succeſſion 1s uninterrupted, b 
but does not prove it. I anſwer, There is no occaſion of his proving it, 
ſeeing we are in Poſſeſſion, and no Man on Earth can ſnew any Flaw or 
Defe& in our Claim; or tell, when the apoſtolic Succeſſion: was «Joſt in the 
Church of England. That the Succeſſion has continued in all paſt Ages 
and will continue to the End of the World, is certain by Chriſt's Pro- 
mite Matth. 28. 20. Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the End of tbe 
Mord. Now tho* Peter, James and Zohn are dead, yet the Apoſtles y | 
never die; if there ever was a Time in which they were all dead, Chriſt | 
would not be. with them. alway, to the End of the World: And if the Pow: | 
er was once Joſt, none could renew it, or begin a new Succeſſion, till 
Chriſt was pleaſed to ſend new Apoſtles. - Seeing then there is-an-uninter2 | 
rupted Succeſſion in Chriſt's Church, and no Part of the catholick Church 
has a better Claim than the Church of England, and ſeeing it 1$1mpoſſible Þ + 
to diſcover any Interruption in her. Succeſſion, and. ſince in all ſuch Caſes 
what does not, and cannot Wehr, is not: It is unreaſoriable to = | 
4434 or 
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for any further Proof, or De 
9 po a wrong Turn to ſome People's Minds in this Affair; they think, if 
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nonſtration. I am very ſenſible, what it is that 


can prove beyond all Controverſy, that not only the Biſhop who ordained | 


, | me _ himſelf well authoriz d ſo to do, but likewiſe the Biſhop that ordained 


him, and ſo on till I come to the Apoſtles, and that not one of theſe eighty or 
perhaps an hundred Biſhops *, thro?” which the Line ſnould run up to the 
ha 24 7 oet any fuch-- Defect as might render him uncapable of being a 

and if I can bring ſuch Evidence of all this, as is equiva- 


'J 25 — oly - Scripture, then and not till then, are they obliged to give any 
heed to an uninterrupted Succeſſion. But that this Demand is unreaſo- 
1 nable, and that God | 

1 christian Priefthood, without this Kind of Evidence, I hope to convince 


as made it our Duty 1 to attend to a Succeſſion in the 


you by a parallel Inſtance. The facred Miniſtry under the Law, was 
confin'd to the Tribe of Levi, and the Prieſthood'to the Family of Haren: 
Now, If that Tribe had been extinct, no Man of another Tribe had any 
Right to the Prieſt's Office, till God himſelf called him to it: And yet 
re chat Prieſthood and Miniſtry was aboliſhed, at the Time our bleſ- 


| ſed Saviour came into the World, no Levite or Prieſt could prove his De- 
1 ſcent from Levi or Aaron, with that Kind of Evidence which theſe Men 


demand, for the uninterrupted Succeſſion of the chriſtian Prieſthood. 
Their Records and Traditions were at leaſt as defective, and as liable to be 


3 deſtroyed as ours. And to give but one Inſtance : No one of thoſe Prieſts 


could prove, that in ſo many Generations none of their Progenitors had 
been begotten in Adultery by one of another Tribe: yet fo Jong as it did 


not, and could not appear, this baſe begotten Perſon, and all his Deſcen- 


dents were true Miniſters of God's Sanctuary. notwithſtanding any De- 
fect which was known only to God. Secret Things belong fo God; but 
thoſe only which are revealed to us: : So the Miniſtry of the Goſpel does 
not lie in common, but is as much confin'd to the Apoſtles, and thoſe 


5 who deſcend from them by vicarious Ordination, as that under the Law 
= # was confined to the Tribe of Levi: So that, if the apoſtolic Succeſſion 
was once ended, no Man could have any Right to be a Goſpel-Miniſter, 
yet ſuch ſecret Defects as can be known only by God, don't break the 
Succeſſion. And tho I could not be Iinfallibly certain a8 to any one B 
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2 The DIME oak: Biſop of Cai Se is the heventy- third. who has 51 in hat 
5 See ſince Auſtin the Monk, who; was ordained by Gregory Biſhop of Rome, 
in the Year 600 after Chrift, long before that Church had ſunk into that 


1 | Ba 5 corrupt and degenerate State, in which it now is. And it is eaſy ta rive an 


authentic Catalogue « of: all the Biſhops thro? whom the Line runs till i it comes 
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1 up to an Apoſtle, 
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ſhop now on Earth, that there never has been any Defect in the Succeſiob * 
by which he derives his Authority from the Apoſtles:; yet ſo long, as it i 
impoſſible to diſcover any Interruption in the Line of his Succeſſion, he lis 
as truly a Succeſſor of the Apoſtles, and that without Interruption, as an; 
Prieſt or Levite was a Deſcendent of Aaron or Levi in Chriſt's T ime. un 3 


: . . 


all ſuch Caſes, the Proof lies on him who! affirms the Suceeſſion to he 


7 1 
by * 


ken, and not on them who have been in Poſſeſſion: Time immemorial. 


Now there is the ſame Kind of Evidence and ſams moral Certainty, and in 


a much higher Degree, of our Biſhops having deſcended from the Apoſtles 
by an uninterr upted Succeſſion of Ordination, as there was of the Prieſts 
and Levites being deſcended from. Aaron and Levi, by natural Generation, 
in Chriſt's Time. And as God made it the Duty of the qews iu that Day, 


to obſerve this Succeſſion, with this Evidence; ſo there is the ſame Reafon 


to obſerve it now. Perhaps, you will ſay, It is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
That God does make our Acceptance with him depend upon fo uncertaih !? 
and precarious a Thing, as an uninterrupted Sucgeſſion: TD which a. 
ſwer ; As I have explain'd it, it is not an uncertain and precarious Thing. | 
And it is certain, the Jews. Acceptance with God, did, in ſome Meaſure, 

depend upon their obſerving it, and keeping in Communion with thoſe 
Prieſts who had it. And our bleſſed Saviour, would never join in Com- 
munion with the Samaritans, becauſe they were Schiſmaticks, tho they had 
the ſame Religion with the Jews, yet would he paſs thro' Samaria, and. gs 
up to Jeruſalem to worſhip, And the adhering to an uninterrupted Suer 
ceſſion in the Prieſthood, is now as reaſonable, and as neceſſary, as ever it 
was. — But Mr. Hobart pretends, That the Succeſſion in the Church f 
England has been broken, and the Power loſt, at three ſeveral Times 
And if this can be made evident, for my Part, I will not give a Ruſh ot 
epiſcopal, or preſbyterian Ordination; but ſſiall eſteem a New-Light E 


horter, or a Quaker Preacher, as really a Miniſter of Chriſt, as any Biſbop 
in England: That is, They muſt be all Uſurpe 


io your darling Principles, and as inconfiſtent with tbe Notion of an unin- 
terrupted Line of Sucteſſion,” as Lay-Ordination; for Laymen have as much 


Authority to make Biſhops, as to unmake them. T af the' I, 
Was broten in theſe Inſtances, is very. ear. p. 120. 
Ef. ; 8 


r,, , 


3 JULT | rs; while they act in Chriſt's | 
Name, and pretend to be his Ambaſſadors. Let us therefore careful 
examine each pretended Inſtance. of an Interruption. And to obſerve his 

Order, I muſt begin at the Revolution, when fix Bifhops, out of Twenty? 
Sir, were de rived in one Day by, Act of: Parliament; ps 117. 8a t 
Queen Elizabetb's Reſormation, the Romiſh. Biſhops for not complying 
with the Reformation, were deprived by the ſame Authority. Tbeſe (fays 
pe) are ſo many Inſtances of Lay-Deprivation,' which 15-as:direfily contrary | 


ane of Succeſſion | 
To | 


— 


S 


; L teſtant was of Opinion that the civil Authority could not put 
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good People of New-England. 5 
„Torhiä Lreply, Mr. Hobart don't pretend that the Biſhops, who ſuc- 


A a the (deprived Biſhops, were not ordained and conſecrated by true 


Biſhops, this he grants; and therefore J appeal to you, whether we ought 


not to conclude directly contrary to him, viz. That the Line of Succeſſion 


das not broke in theſe Inſtances, is very clear; But ( ſays he) Laymen have 


Y a5 much Autbority 10 make Biſops, as ts unmake them. To which reply 


I think the Papiſts hold this Tenet, That Laymen have no Authority to 
unmake a Biſhop or any Clergyman; but I never heard bey any Pro- 
a Biſhop to 
Death, which is the only. Way of their unmaking a Biſhop, that I know of: 
Now altho we allow, that the civil Power can unmake Biſhops, by taking 
away their Lives, yet we deny, that the ſame civil Power can make Biſhops 
by ordaining them, which. is the only Way of making them. Neither did 
the Parliament intend to unmake thoſe Biſhops ; They only deprived them 
of their Sees, 4nd prohibited their executing their epiſcopal Function in their 
Dominions; becauſe they; were ſuppoſed to be Eriemies to the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment. But theſe fame deprived Biſhops were as trulyBiſhops when de- 
prived, as before; and might as 'lawfully execute any epiſcopal Office in 
any other: Parts of the Earth, after this Merehas ü, as before, and that 
xithout any new Ordination ; which they could not have done, if they 
had been unmade, as he peaks. Thus, Dr. Sancroft, who had been Arch- 


Biſhop of Canterbury, was depriv'd' and turn'd out of his See, for refuſing 


to take the neceſſary Oaths to the Government; and Dr. Tillotſon ſuc- 


ceeded him. Now as to the uninterrupted Succeſſion of minifterial Au- 
3 thority, it is not one Farthing matter, which of theſe two were rightful 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury, for both of them were at the ſame Time true 
Biſhops, and had the Power of Ordination from Chriſt, tho? both of them 
at the ſame Time could not be Archbiſhops of Canterbury. A Man may 
be a true 'Biſhop, and yet have no Dioceſe but the whole World, as the 
Apoſtles were, when Chriſt firſt gave them their Commiſſion. 

That Mr. Hobart may feel the Weakneſs of his own ReaGoning, let 


him make it his own Caſe, and ſuppoſe, That for ſome -Principles which 

be is known to hold, which have a ſtrong; Tendency'to' overthrow the pre- 

I ſent civil Eſtabliſhment of Connectitut, and he refuſing to take the Oath to 
the Government, the General Court ſhould: ſee: fit to deprive him of his 


Meeting-Houſe, and prohibit him from performing any miniſterial Office 
in tlie Town of Fairfield, or Colony of Connecticut, and thereupon his pre- 
ſent Congregation ſhould chooſe another Miniſter, and get him ordained 


in the ſame Manner as Mr. Hobart was: Now tho* both Mr. Hoburt, and 
his Succeſſor can't be, at the ſame Time, Miniſters of that Congregation, 
* both of them are equally Chriſt's ! Miniſters, as much as any others of 


their 
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their Kind; and the General Court don't make Mr. Hobirt to be no Mi- 
niſter of Chrilt, they only deprive him of the Liberty to perform the 
Office, and enjoy the Privileges of a Miniſter in Farrfield, or at fartheſt, in 
this Government; but as ſoon as ever he is over the Colony Line, heis as 


compleat a Miniſter as ever he was, and his Deprivation can't deſtroy his 


miniſterial Power, ſuppoſing he ever had any. So the deprived Biſhops, 


and thoſe who ſucceeded them, were real Biſhops, and the Succeſſion was 


not at all broke by that Deprivation. - + cr 
We come now to his ſecond Proof of the Interru ption * our Sucdeſion, 
which runs thus, Ir is at leaſt very queſtionable whether the Biſhops, :who 


ſucceeded thoſe deprived at the Reformation, were regularly ordained: The 


famous Story of. the Nag's-Head Conſecration, is full Match fer 58 % 
ſo often tell us of the Leather-Mittes Ordination, p. 120. 

To which I anſwer, It is a baſe Method of ſlandering — Nen WER 
They intimate, that they know ſomething very bad of ſuch a Man, but 
they are unwilling to tell what it is, and fo leave you in the Dark to ſuſpe 


the worſt. Whereas had they told you all that they knew, you would not 


have tho't the worſe of the Man they intended to diſgrace: The jame Arti- 
fice Mr. Hobart has uſed : He knows a Story about the Nag's-HeaiConſe- 
cration, which is vaſtly to our Diſgrace, but is loath to tellit. I am theres 
fore obliged to tell it for him, from Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
tion (where he ſaw it.) This Hiſtorian having ſhewn;that at theReforma- 


tion moſt of the Biſhops refuſed to comply, and therefore were turn'd out J 
of their Places: He then tells us how Parker was ordained for the See of 
Canterbury, by four reformed Biſhops ; and after this, Archbiſhep Parker : 


ordained ſo many as to fill all the vacant Sees in England; and then gives 
this Reaſon for his being ſo particular, f All this ( ſays the Biſhop) is 
< opened the more particularly, for diſcovering the Impudence of the Con- 
« triyance of the Nag s- Head Ordination, which was firſt vented in King 
« Fames's Time, above forty Years: after this. It was then faid; that the 
©: ele&t Biſhops met at the Nag's-Head Tavern in Cbeapſide, and were in 

great Diſorder, becauſe Kitchen refuſed to conſecrate them; upon which 
£6 Scory made them all; kneel down; and laid down the Bible on their 
0 ae ſaying, Lale tbou Aut bority ti preach the Ward of Cod fi ncerely. 


And that. this, was all the Ordination that they-ever had. And to con- 
«firm, this, it was pretended, that Neale, one of Bonner's Chaplains, watch- | 
« ed them into the Tavern, and ſaw all that was done through the Key- 
Hole, This was given out, when all that were concerned in it, were 


4 dead, 3\ 755 the old. Farl of Nottingham,” who had ſeen . Conſe- = | 
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„ cration, was-ſtilli/alive, "and declared that he ſaw it dont at Lambert; in 
the Chapel, according to the Common-Prayer- Book z; fand both the 
Records of the Crown, and the Regiſtets of the See of Canterbury, do 
„ plainly confute this. The Author did alſo ſee the original Inſtrument 
* then made, deſcribing all the Particulars relating to Partir 's. Cünſcrrae 
3 © tion, preſerved ſtill in Corpus Cbriſti College in Cambridge.” 1919 yori! 
7 -Thus/far Biſhop:Burnet; ta which Lay add, Some of us habe — the 


eee 


aboveſaid original Inſtrument in the ſaid College, which is ſoi Particular as 
to give an: Account at which Door of the Church they enter d when they 
proceedẽd to the Conſecration of Archbiſhop Parken, — at which Door 
they came out. The Copy of which-iyou / may ſer in Strype? s Aunali. 
So that ĩt is impoſſible fo ſach a Matter of Fact to be better attaſtcd: than 
this, which ſhewstthat the Suceeſſion was not then hroke, aunleſs all origi< 
nal Manuſcripts, | all civil) and eecleſſaſtical publick ;-Recprds deceive us. 
Thus much fur tlie impudent Tale, which Mr. Hopare' has borrowed from 
the Papiſts.- A fo Bai EN l Act 7-291 ©: 

come now to his laſt, Proof of our:SucteſBon?s dap which is) 
thus, heiſays,: In ther Beginning: of | the Neformation, Biſbops i tack Com- 
miſſions from the Ning, the Form of them, as Biſhop Burnet aſſures us, was. 
this, That the King appointed uch an one to be Biſhop during bis natural 
9 Life, er ſo lang as be bebaved well; and gave him Power ie ordain er 
deprive Miniſters, to exerciſe ecclefiaſtical Furiſdittion ¶ and perform all 
e other Parts of the epiſcopal Function, that by the Word of God Mere com- 


r 


+ * mitted to Biſhops, omitted by Mr. Hoare J . this #hey Were to do in 
„ 5 the King's Name and by his Authority,” 65 F 
98 Why Mr. Hobart omitted thoſe We 4 have anclaſe,; in 3 
is kets, is eaſy: to gueſs, and why he did not acquaint us, that the ſame 
Biſhop in the ſame Place: informs us in theſę/ Words, By theſe Patents, 
g < the * epiſcopal. Power was ſtill declared to}, Row from Chriſt, they were 
e © -only Preſentations to N nay duch * Other Patrons " ave-tfn iner — 
n „ riour Benefices.“ 

h And in his Hiſtory umnbricg d. he en the following Remark upon 
ir theſe Patents, p. 218.“ By theſe Letters Patents, (days he) it is clear, 
y. | © that the epiſcopal E unction was acknowledged to be of divine Appoint- 


„ment; and the Perſen was no other Way named by the King, than as 
1 Lay-Patrons' preſented to Livings; only the Biſnop was jegally au- 
* thorized, in ſuch a Part of the King's Bee to execute that Func- 
re tion, which was to be derived to him by Impoſition of Hands. 0 There- 
IB * fore there was no Pretence for denying that ſuch Perſons were: true Bi- 
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they were not rightly ordainetl by 
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e, flops, and for faying, as ſomd: liave done, That they were not from 


<4: Chriſt; but from the King! I o mo ai % 287 10008, ea nr 7? 
Nov how Mr. Hobart would from theſe Patents, prove +that the Suc- 
ceſſion was broken, I can't poſſibly conceive ; and he has not been ſo good 
as to tell us. He does not pretend, that the King ordained them, or that 
fhops. All that tlie King by theſe 

Patents did, was to add g .royal;: Authority to their müniſterial Authority, 
which by their Ordination they received from Chriſt. And if this did no 
Good, it couldido no Hurt. The Biſhop of London now has a Patent from 
the King to exerciſe epiſcopal Juriſdiction in this Country, and I never 
heard that ſuch a Patent deſtroyed his Authority which he had from Chriſt. 
I have nom confideredall:the Argumbtts Mir. Hobart has advanced to 
prove, that the Sueceſſion im the Church of England has been broke : And 
now, my Brei bien J appeal to your Judgr gent, Cunſider of 41, take! Abies 


and ſpeak your Minds. For my Part, I — profeſs,>Phat ?tilb1 come 


to ſee with other E es, and judge with another Kind of Reaſon than that 
God has: given me, cannot thinlc that he has, even in the leaſt Degree, 
proved his Point: 3 Noe can I have ſo contemptible a. Notion of Mr. Hut 
bart's Underſtanding; 4s to ſuppoſe, that he himſelf thoughthe had done it. 
-I-come now to my laſt Propoſition, viz. The preſpyterian and inde- 
pendent — in New-England, have not Authority.” from Chriſt by a 
Succefſion. POUR eee SID OY Ob vers 
They veie ur bert ordained” Acker by "nerd Laymen, ür by ſuch: a8 had 
only received Prieſt's Orders it the Church; of i England; in neither of 


which Channels is the apoſtolical Power convey*d. As to Laymen, that 


they could no more make a Miniſter than officiate as Miniſters themſelves, 
we have already proved. Vet meer Lay- Ordination. was the firſt and ori- 
ginal Practice of this Country; and that from Principle: As. amy one may 
ſe in the Platform agreed # bythe moſt eminent / Niniſtexs aſſerbled- 


from all the four Colo ies f Ne. Hugland, at Cambridge, 1648: They” | 00 


ſay, Ordination doth not conſtitute an Officer, nor give the Effentials of 
&" zig Office? And ther it is no Wonder that they ſay, . Dnpoſitionof 
+ Hants may be: por orm by Alien the” Bnibren, 3 chofenby re 
Church as.” And they bur barely tolerated fuph/a I hig a' 
Miniſter's being ee foie Congregdtioms x as: appears 
by theſe Words, 4 Never 20 in fugh Churches bir it hure und 1 El. 
Adlers, aud the ChuPth fo deff, hdl ſee not why "Impoſition of Hants may 

not be perforkited by Elders of other Churches“ That! is, When a Congre- 


gariom was D tb ordilin for themſelves a Biſhop; if tl: ey had mo able 


Speakers amorg thernſetves, Hl cont do ĩt decently, they might call 


ſome Nn Miniſters to their Aſſiſtance. But then theſe: * 
ö mu 


* 
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muſt be choſen by Ie Church; nd er their Camraittaper and not a6 
Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, by Virtue of a Commiſſion they had Tacered. from 


him . Nqthing is more evidentathan allat the grand Princip n 
hrch the Neiv-Engliſb Churches (as Mr. Hohart calls them) were fratled: 
was this, That the Feople made their Muiſter, and gave him dus Autho- 
eder natural: forPeo e tolove:Pawer;: and theſe People were 


| very rigidb and zealgus'tn rhetr WA, lo.they ; were,yery jealous: of all Ini 


croachments upon their Right of Ordination; and made conſtant Uſer 
it. We have àn Account of the two yery: firſt Ordinations: that ever were 
Eger, ag. Country, and they were carried on by fione: but abſolute 

men ; and the Ge rnour of Plimeuth gave them the Right Hand of 
E owſhip, Ses Net. England's Memorial, p. 103. And becauſe the 
Iedwrch of England people, who came over. wick em, dic not like theſe 
Tee Proceedings, but teſolvedo to warſhip: according to the Uſe 
Jof their Mother - Country, they baniſh'd dem out of the Cou ntry, telling 
Je, %% That New-England was nat @ Place for ſuch as they.- Tho- 


<<. ſorne' bf abem were amongiſt the Number of the. firſt Patentees, Men of 


e Eftates, and Men of Parts and Feſt aa the Phlace.”! As the fame. FHiſ⸗ 


q toren of your's tells us, p.104 · 11 . iti: li 102 1 5 


And altho* ſome oß the firſt Sellers had teceived Frieſt's Onders ir fue 
e hurch of England,, yet were they not; ſuffered to officiate in the New- 
England Churches, until they had practically renounced their epiſcopal 
orders and ſubmitted to he oxdained by Laicke: Tir; being:theronly oh. 
Yeiuation allowed in. the Country. 112183 SE TON 13 Hig: og J. 70 
Epiſcopal Ordination is the only Ordination chat las ever been allowed i in 
1 | Fs Church of England, as we ſee in the Prefaceto the Book of Ordination; 
ö hich begins — theſe Words, It is evident unto-all Men, diligently 
< readingiHoly' Scripture, and ancient Authors, chat from the Apoſtles 
* — have been theſe; Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's Church; 
A Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deatons.— And no Man ſhallibe accounted or 
: * — to be a lawful Biſhops. Prieſt, or Deacon in the Church of Eng- 
[| < Jand, or ſuffered to execute any of the ſaid Functions, except he be ad- 
* mitted thereunto acdording to the Form Perca. following, or hath 
F< formerlyhad epiſcopal Conſecration lor Ordination, But if, inſtead ofthis, 
Y roy ap my That every:Congregation bad Power to call andconfecrate 
f cn NMiniſters, and had they practiſed accordingly, until about half 
k Century paſt; and then turn d 5 — al; if that were che Caſe, any Lay- 
— ordain and make Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, to as — . 
* 0 2 Clap. N. id 511155 c er b r 
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as all the Biſn ner ue ] Now this is che cut of tie P terian 
Nene England. a 1.apiRinma) 5 10 2077 I oed J. endl 
Preſbyterian Oniamion wn this Country is a meer Novolty, and but of | 
| Yeſterday. - When the Preſbyterians firſt aroſe in New. England, they were 
43 had in the greateſt Abhorrence; the Independents were ſo far from hold- 
3 ing Communion with them, that they would notiallow'of Intermarriages. 
; But about half a Century Lege united, for: which Dayrof Public 3 
Thankſgiving Was celeb e mn f.gGool 8102171250 $3 
But now e wilh appel that alt the preſbyterian Miniſters: (as they RF 
chooſe to be called) are deſcended from ſome Men who had receive 
Prieſt's Orders lin the Church ef England, which is now the Pretence; yet 
will not this give them a Claim to the apoſtolio Succeſſion, bocauſe no 
Man who receives Priefs Orders in che Church is thereby made a Biſhop, | 
or receives Power to ordain. And therefore thoſe/who are ordained bỹ7 
ſuch Prieſts; are not the Apoſtles Succeſſors, neither have they Chriſts 


— — 


the Argument Mr. Neale. has advanced in his Hiſtory of the Puritans, 
p. 64. where he/fays, „ e form of ordainingia Pritt india Biſbep, is 
* zhe ame. I conte, if this were tru 

Purpoſen But I a Terry that! am obligdc 3 
# in it. For they are two Forms, and as different as — of ordaining 
i 24 Prieſt andta Deacon. 4. — Point can 3 evident, EE __ F 
it edaitican your Mi ps miliſt give up etences to 4 5 
* Fr — I ſhall therefore carefully examine thisi Matter. When | | 
5 the: Churelriof Baglund ordains ci Man to any Office; ſhe takes Care, at the 
ſame Time, to declare wherein that Office does conſiſt, and what Power fir 3 
then-gives to the Perſon about to be ordained. .&NT 1 
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b N £4[Trrappertaineth to æhe Office of a Deacon in tlie Church Where he 3 


# especially When he miniſtretli tlie holy C Communion, and to helprhitt in 
1 « the Diſtribution 'thereof, and to read holy Scriptur e and :Homubes 3 . 
j in the Church; and, to inſtruct the Nouth in the Catechiſm ; in the 
| % Abſence of the Prièſti to baptize Infanta, and to preach, Biff he be ad- th 
i * mitted therets-by-the'Biſhbp] And furthermore; Ielis his'Cffice;, where | 
| & Proviſion is ſo made, to wach for ghe ficks:ipoor aud impbtent· People 
| of the Pariſh.” 80 whem one is to be ordainetl to u une 1 
h Prieſt, the Church plainly -declares what ſhe means by that Office, and | 
| what meaſure of Authority ſhe gives to the Perſon now to-be-ordained-to . 
that Office: This ſhe does by taking his Promiſe and Vow, That 1 

d he will give faithful Diligence always, ſo to miniſter the Doctrine and e 


Authority by Succeſſion... I. ow indeed, that you ſatisfy yourſelves. wink 


it ould. be very much to your b | 
to tell you, there is no Truth 


Thus when la qeaedn is to be ordained, ſhe. declares! in theſe Words, 3 Fi 
i 1. ſhallibe-appdinted: 10 ſervs, ito affiſt- the Prieſt in divine Serviced iind Pe 


« Sacraments, F 


te Sacraments, and the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as the Lord hath command- 
ed, and as this Church and Realm hath received the ſame according to 
4 the Commandments of God. It is more fully, if poſſible, explained 
in the very Act of Ordination, when the Biſhop delivers to him who receives 
the Order of Prieſthood the Bible into his Hand, ſaying, © Take thou 
Authority to preach the Word of Gop, and to miniſter the holy Sacra- 
„ ments in the Congregation, where thou ſhalt be lawfully. ene 
„ thereunto®. No Man can be fo blind as not to ſee, that no Power of 
ordaining or ſending others is here given or received, and what is not recei- 
ved cannot be given. | i | r 
But in the Form of ordaining a Biſhop, the Church declares, That ſhe 
gives him the whole apoſtolick Authority, and particularly the Power of 
ordaining and ſending others, and takes his Vow to do it in theſe Words, 
Will you be faithful in ordaining, ſending, or laying Hands upon o- 
— 8 ** 

13 Anſiw. J will fo be by the Help of God.“ That no Power of Ordi- 
nation is explicitly given to a Prieſt at hisOrdination is undeniable ; and that 
none is implicitly given, or intended to be/given is as certain, from another 
Form of Ordination being appointed for the making a Biſhop and giving 
the Power of Ordination. And this Point is yet more clear, if poſſible, by 
the Declaration of the Ordainer, and the Perſon to be ordained to the Of- 
I fice of Prieſthood, at the Time of his Ordination; for they both renounce 
| Hall Pretences of giving and receiving epiſcopal Authority, and Power to 
ſend others. The Biſhop who ordains, aſks the Man who is to be ordain- 
Jed Prieſt this Queſtion, viz. © Will you reverently obey your Ordinary, 
Is“ and other chief Miniſters, unto whom is committed the Charge and Go- 
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-- F< vernment over you; following with a glad Mind and Will their godly 
ds, “ Admonitions, and ſubmitting yourſelf to their godly Judgments?” The 
he “ Perſon anſwers, © I will ſo do, the Lord being my Helper.” Here the 


Perſon to be ordained, ſolemnly promiſes to obey his Ordinary, that is, the 
Biſhop of the Dioceſe in which he ſhall officiate >: And inaſmuch as the 
Ordainer takes this Vow of him, he plainly declares, He will not now or- 
dain him a Biſhop, or give him Authority to ſend others, and inaſmuch as 
the Perſon now to receive Prieſt's Orders, promiſes Obedience to the 
Biſhop, in ſo doing he ſolemnly declares he has no Intention or Deſign now 
to be made a Biſhop himſelf. So that if a Man by receiving Prieſt's Orders 
in the Church of England, can be ſuppoſed to be made a Biſhop, and to 
receive Authority to ſend others, he muſt be ſuppoſed to receive this Au- 
Thority, not only without any Signs that do expreſs ſuch an Event, not on- 
By without any ſuch Intention in the Church, or in the Biſhop ordaining, or 
even in himſelf, but even againſt = Will and Intention of the Church, 


againſt | 


1825 — - 5 
r 


———— 
ren ee _ 
* ow, „ 


2339 a 4 . 
» PUG. aa 4 3 . — 
oo . x * nN 


eee. tin 
* 2 COCAINE. 7 5 
. ˙ nb I Ot RS 07-6 Rr deer ro 


_— 
——— —— — ——————— 


3 * 0 
r nn ane ne 
* 4 - — — 
* _- * 
— 


Do By 
e 
e 


A CT 
Dog am nee tis 
vt W Vw re 


— 


— N 


— OO ITE 
Te DO Song 


Spe 


* 
— re — — greet 8 
re f 
* — — — — 2 


— — ——ůů·ͥ[äĩ Wwm̃ͥ4 
— b — Gm, n 1 
4 Is, —_ - 
—— 


1 
.F 
+ ©. 
3 
. 
1 
12 8 
7 a; - 
T4 
17 s 
1 
FE; 
Fo, + 


1 


16 An ADDpRrEss 0 the 


againſt the Will and Intention of the Ordainer, nay, againſt his own Will 


and Intention, declared in his ſolemn Vow at the Time of his Ordination. 


And he who can believe this, will ſtick at no Abſurdities, how great ſoever. 
No tho' the Caſe be RY clear, yet I ſhall anſwer fome Cavils. 
Mr, Hobart ſays, p. 91. If there be but one Order, the Power of Ordina- 


tion belongs to that Order. I anſwer, This is very true: But then, If 4 


there be three Orders in the Church of England, and the ſecond Order in 
this Church, from whom you pretend to derive, hath not. the Power of Or- 


dination, then you have none. And that this is Fact, I have already de- 


monſtrated. © ns mt : 
Perhaps, you will ſay, If the Commiſſion given to the Apoſtles, was but 

575 Fm Church can't divide it, and give a Part, without giving the 

Whole. - -j-- Mi 


, 


To which I anſwer, All that can be meant by this, is, That the Church cannot 
appoint a Man to preach the Goſpel & adminiſter the Sacraments, unleſs at 
the ſame Time they give him Authority to ſend others. But this is not Rea- 
ſoning; it is only denying a Matter of Fact, which all the World knows to be 
true; for the catholick Church, as well as the Church of England, have always 1 
done ſo. And therefore when you ſay, they cannot do it; you can only mean. 
they do not well in doing it. But whetherthey do right or wrong, in ſo doing, 
belongs to another Controverſy : All that I contend for is, That this is the 
Practice of the Church; and tho* you were able to prove (as you never 
have) that it is an ill Method, yet that will not help your Cauſe, unleſs you. 
can deny the Fact; which the old Puritans own'd and alledged as Mat- 
ter of Complaint againſt the Church, in theſe Words, The Prieſt re- 
« ceiveth in his Ordination no Authority, — but only to preach the Word, 
« and adminiſter the Sacraments.” * When therefore they came into this 
Country, and ſet up the Buſineſs of Ordination, they acted by no Authori= # 
ty which they had received in their Ordination: If they had any, it muſt *' 
have come to them in the ſame Manner as St. Paul's, Not of Men, neither 
by Men. And I never heard that they proved it by Miracles, as he did. 

It is to no Purpoſe here to ſay, That Timothy was ordained by a Pre/-, 7 
bytery, for it is plain St. Paul was at the Head of them, and he ſays it was 
done by the laying on of his Hands: And all the Prieſts in the Church of 
England, and all that have been ordained by any of them, without a true 
Biſhop, can't make ſuch a Preſbytery : For as I have proved, they have 
never received the Power of ordaining. If a Number of Quaker Preachers 
ſhould take it into their Heads to tile themſelves a Preſbytery ; yet ſurely : 


that Name will not give them the Power of Ordination. 


—— 
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1 Some of you have argued thus, I tbey were ordained to'the Office of 


4 Goſpel Miniſters, then they had the Power of Ordination. For the Pow- 
« er of that Office is not to be determined by the Intention of the Ordainers, 

To which I anſwer, A Deacon in the Church of England, is ordained to 
the Goſpel Miniſtry, i. e. a Part of it: Yet cannot a Deacon ordain a 


Deacon, much leſs ordain a Biſhop. Beſides, the Prieſts Office in the 

Church of England, you don't eſteem an Office of Chriſt's Appointment, 
and therefore you do not believe that Chrift has annexed or granted the 
Power of Ordination to that Office: Hence you have no Right to plead 


it your Succeſſion from it. 


Perhaps you will tell me, That I cenſure the main Part of the Churches 
of the Reformation, as having no regular or lawful Miniſters. | 
I anſwer, By no Means: For where the Biſhops at the Reformation or- 
dained others to the Whole of their own Office, and this Method is conti- 


F nued, their Succeſſion from the Apoſtles may be uninterrupted, and they 


lawful Miniſters ; tho' you call them Preſbyterians, it alters not the Caſe. 
But this is not the Caſe of the Preſbyterian Miniſters in New-England, they 
derive not from true Biſhops, who ordained them to the Whole of their 
Office. | | | | | | | | 
Again you object, If the Biſhops ſhould fall into Hereſy, there will be no 
Reformation, for if the People reform without ' them, 'they will loſe all re- 


| gular Power to propagate the miniſterial Order.” 


To this I anſwer, This is to ſuppoſe what ought not to be ſuppoſed. 


For Chriſt hath promiſed to be with his Apoſtles and their Sueceſſor at all 


Times to the End of the World: And upon the apoſtolick Authority, as 


well as Doctrine, the Church is built, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
- # vail againſt it. Therefore to ſuppoſe that all the Biſhops in the World 
may become incurable Hereticks, ſo that unauthoriſed Laicks muſt begin 
a new Church without Chriſt's Authority, is not only an idle Imagination, 
but reflects on Chriſt'sFaithfulneſs. Beſides the ſame Objection lay againſt 
the Neceſſity of an uninterrupted Succeſſion in the Aaronical Prieſthood ; 

and yet all muſt allow that to be real. | | 


Once more, You often advance this Suppoſition for an Argument, and 


3 fay, © In caſe a Ship's Company of Chriſtians be caft on an unknown 
Shore, without any Paſtor regularly ordained, and without a Poſſibility 
of returning to their own Country, or any other Place where they may 
be ſupplied with one or more of the holy Order, May they not ordain 


a Miniſter for themſelves ? | 


To which I anſwer, They undoubtedly may chooſe one to pray with I 


N them, and to give them good Advice, but it is impoſſible that they * ſhould 
3 | D 2 | cc 
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give him a Commiſſion to ſeal the Covenant on God's Part, or act as his 

« Ambaſſador.” If God ſhould ever caſt Men into ſuch a Condition, hjͥe 

would not be diſpleaſed with them for being without the Sacraments. JF © 
there be a willing Mind, it ſhall be accepted, according to what a Man hath, | 
and not according to what he hath not. When we are in the ſuppoſing 
Vein, we may as well ſuppoſe too, that they ſhould want a Bible, as 
well as a Prieſt, and what muſt the People make a new Bible too? 


Neceſſity juſtifies what nothing elſe can: Of this take another In- 
« ſtance : Suppoſe theſe Sailors to be married Men, but to have left their 


Wives at home behind them; and being without any Poſſibility of re- 


turning to them, they take new Wives in the Country where they are 
% caſt. - I ſuppoſe the ſtricteſt Caſuiſt would allow of this: But will any 


„Man from hence argue, that without any ſuch Neceſſity, a Man may at 


5* Diſcretion diſcard a former Wife, and take a new one. The Applica- 
<< non wenn 3 +...:. 1.- 15 e 5 

Having anſwered all the Cavils upon this Subject that I can think of, I 
now appeal to your. Judgment: Suppoſe that Mr. Wetmore, and I, having 
received Prieſt's Orders, and at the ſame Time ſolemnly promiſed Obedi- 


ence and Subjection to the higher Order, and renounced all Pretences of [ | 
having Authority to ſend others ;yet ſhould take it into our Heads, to ordain |? 


a Biſhop, and declare him as well authorized as any Biſhop in England: 
Would there be any Thing better than Impudence and Preſumption in it ? 
To what Purpoſe would it be to alledge that Scripture-Preſbyters had the 
Power of Ordination? When all know we were never ordained to that 


Office. How is it poſſible we ſhould be cleared from the Sin of Korab, * 
who being only a Levite ſought the Prieſthood alſo, and made himſelf F 


equal to Aaron? And yet this awful Crime (I fear) is the Source and Ori- 


_ ginal of your miniſterial Authority: Meer Laicks, and ſuch who had only 


received the Order of Prieſthood in the Church of England (which Orders 


they had renounced as of no Validity) began your - Succeſſion. : And he f 
who can perſuade me, that by Virtue of my Ordination in the Church of 
England, I can make a Biſhop, and ſend an Ambaſſador to act in Chriſt's 


Wo. > 
2 


A 
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*. 


Name, may as eaſily convince me, that Adultery and Drunkeneſs are no 
Crimes. My Bret hren, It grieves me to the Heart to ſpeak the Truth in 


this Affair 5 becauſe I know it will offend vou: But Mr. Hobart has com- 1 | 


pelPd me to it, by putting me under a N eceſſity to give the Reaſon of my [ 


Conformity to the Church of England. 


<Q 
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Perhaps you will tell me, that your Miniſters who forſook their Biſhops, | 
and ſet up your Way, were Men of greatPiety ; or as I remember one of your 


Writers 


ers 


Writers ſaid, There was more of God and Religion in ſome: one 8 


8 | te gregation of theſe powerful Preachers, than in all the Biſhops Families 
in England; and Mr. Hobart vapours much upon this Topic. 


But ſuppoſing this was true, Yet Korab and his Company had the ſame 


1 Argument, and pleaded their Holineſs, Numb. 16. 3. Nay, Aaron was 
guilty of Idolatry, and had made a Calf for the People to worſhip; but it 
does not appear that Korab had ever done any Thing like it, or was guilty 


of any Immorality whatſoever. And your Miniſters can't be more confident 


4 of their being in the Right, than Korah was; for he was ſo ſure of God's 
Acceptance, that he appealed to him, he ventured his Life and Soul upon it. 


You ſometimes tell us, That had you been guilty of Korab's Sin, you 


mould have been overtaken with his Puniſhment, But this is weak Rea: 


ſoning ; for tho* God ſometimes remarkably puniſhes the Committers of a 
new Crime, for a Warning to the Generations to come ; yet afterwards the 
Committers of the ſame Sin, often eſcape Puniſhment in this World: 
And as the wiſe Man obſerves, Eccl. 8. 11. Becauſe Sentence, againſt an 
evil Work is not executed ſpeedily; therefore the Heart of the Sons of Aden 
ig fully ſet in them to do Evil. I will give you an Inſtance : of the ſame 


Sin that Korab committed, which was ſo far from meeting with the like 


Judgment, that it ſeemed to be followed with ſignal and remarkable Suc- 


f ceſs and Proſperity. You may find it in Judg. 17. When there Twas no 


King in Iſrael, and every Man did that which was right in his own Eyes; 


3 which was pretty much the Caſe with New-England at it's firſt Settlement: 
There was one Micab a very religious Man, who devoted his own Houle, 
for the Houſe of God. And becauſe (I ſuppoſe ). regular Miniſters were 
F ſcarce, or at leaſt, it was not eaſy to hire one of his own Opinion, he there- 


fore conſecrated and ordained his Son, and he became his Prieſt. . This was 
a | Leatbern-Mitten Ordination, and did very well for Micab and his 


F Neighbours ; who it ſeems were Independents, and Diſſenters from the na- 
tional Church. But after ſome Time a vagabond Levite, a Fellow of no 


c 


+ The Story of the Leathern- Mitten Ordination is this, Mr. Chauncey of Stratford 
was ordained bytwo of the Lay-Brethren, viz. Groves and Brinſmade; and it be- 
ing then the Faſhion to wear Leathern Mittens, theſe Ordainers choſe not to pull 
them off, but laid them on his Head in the Act of Ordination. Mr. Chauncey be- 


1 ing ordained, at the ſame Time ſhewed his Gratitude by crdaining his Ordainers, 


Groves he ordained Elder, and Brinſmade Deacon. As I was born and educated 
in Stratford, fo ever fince I can remember, I have'often heard this related by thoſe 
who ſaid they were Spectators of it, and J never heard the Truth of it called in 
Queſtion, till now that the y who ſaw it are all dead.----, This was not peculiar 
to Stratford, but the general Practice thro? this Country; of which we have all 
the Evidence that can reaſonably be deſired, where no Records are kept. 

; WW 


Principles or Conſcience, but wanting a Maintenance, came to Micab's 
Houſe z with whom Micah ſoon Struck a Bargain, and then ordained him 
for his Prieſt : Whereas the Levite had no Right to be a Prieſt: nor Micah 
to conſecrate him. However, Micah tho't he was now as right as poſſible ; 
and there was nothing wanting in his Conſtitution to make him acceptable 
to God, ſeeing he had got one of God's Miniſters for his Prieſt. And 
therefore, in the Gladneſs of his Heart exults, as Ver. 13. Now know 7, 
that the' Lord will do me good, ' ſeeing ] have a Levite to my Prieſt. 

Alas! What Pity it is, that ſo much Zeal for Religion, ſhould be ſo mi- 
ſerably miſpent. Micah was now in as wrong a Way as before, for the 
Levite was no more a Prieſt than his own Son: God er N the 
Prieſthood to Aaron's Family. 

So, when ſome of the Prieſts of the Church of E land came over to 


[Aww s 8 t 1078 


this Country, and aſſumed the epiſcopal Character, the good People tho't, 


with Micah, that now their Miniſters were well authorized indeed, becauſe 
they were ordained by Miniſters ; whereas theſe Miniſters had no more 
Authority to ordain, than they who employed them. i 

But let us now conſider, what became of Fonathan, Mical? - Prieſt, 
for that was his Name did the Earth open and ſwallow him up, as it 
did Korah, for he had committed the ſame Sin ? or did any remarkable 
Judgment overtake him? No, So far from that, he was remarkably proſ- 


pered and advanced He became the Prieſt, or rather High-Prieſt to the | 
Danites, and with them drave out the Heathen, and took Poſſeſſion of | 


their Land; and there his Poſterity continued in their uſurped Prieſthood 
ſome Hundred Fears; even till the Ten Tribes were carried into Cap- 
tivity. Judg. xviii. 30. Jonathan the Son of Gerſhom the Son of Manaſſeh, 
he and his Sons were Prięſis to the Tribe of Dan until the Day of the 
Captivity-of the Land. So that if we judge of God's Approbation by 
Succeſs, we muſt conclude, that God was not at all offended at Finathare's 
| Uſurpation and Schiſm. _ 

Now here naturally ariſes another ties: pong 5 above one 
Hundred Years after, Fonathan and hisPoſterity had thus quietly executed 
| the Prieſt's Office for the Danites, there had aroſe a Diſſ ute, whether they 


were lawful Prieſts or not; and ſome. of the Danites ing convinced of 


the Wickedneſs of their Ufurpation, had withdrawn from their Communi- 
on, and had united themſelves to the Prieſts of the Aaronical Line: In 
this Caſe who were the Schiſmaticks, the Jonathanites, or thoſe who /e ſe pa- 
rated from them? I am humbly of Opinion, that it was no Sin, but a 
neceflary Duty to ſeparate from them, altho* they had Preſcription and 
quiet Poſſeſſion for ſome Hundred Years paſt, nay, and a legal Eſtabliſh- 
: Tent into the Bargain ; as certainly they had under the „ of Feroboam, 


Who 
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ho mate of the meaneft of the Prople Pricfts. Theſe Priefts of the Order 


of Fonathan, after five Hundred Years Poſſeſſion, were as much Uſurpers 
and Schiſmaticks, as their Grand- father Jonathan was; who was the Begin- 
ner of their Succeſſion. To leave the Company of Ufurpers and Schiſma- 
ticks, is no Schiſm. And ſuch is our withdrawing from the Fellowſhip 
of the Biſhops of the New+Engliſh Churches; as Mr. Hobart calls them. 
For they firſt left the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles i in the Biſhops of our Na- 


6 tion, and aſſumed the Office of Biſhops, which was never committed to 


them. Whereas no Man taketh this Honour to bimielſ, but be that is 
called of God, either mediately or immediately, as was Aaron. This was 
as daring a Preſumption as Jonathan was guilty of. And the Prieſts of 
the Order of Jonatban could defend their Uſurpation by Preſcription, by 

ſignal I of Heaven, and other popular Arguments made uſe of by the 


Neo- Enpland A Biſhops. They could laugh as heartily at the true Prieſts, for 


their Ta 106 uninterrupted Succeſſion as Mr. H has done at us.; they 
could tell them, that Bigotry was too ſoft a Term to expreſs their Folly ; ; 
that the moſt raving Enthuſiaſt did not appear in fe contemplible a Figure. 
They could afk them, Where were you eircumciſed, that you are now go- 
ing to leave us, and pronounce a NULLITY, oz all our Adminiſtrations ? 
They could challenge the true Prieſts to ſhew and demonſtrate their De- 
ſcent from Aaron by an uninterrupted Succeſſion 3 and tell them that not 
one of them could prove, that he was not deſcended from another Family 
by Adultery ; that it is a wiſe Son that knows his own Father, much more 
grand-Father and great- grand-Father for Twenty Generations paſt. Now 


Wit theſe Arguments were invalid then, they can't be valid at this Day: 


f they could not clear the Jonathanites, they cannot juſtify the New-Eng- 
and Biſhops ; their Cafes being as near alike, as two Things can well be. 


And I earneſtly wiſh, that the Candidates for the ied e e in this 


8 Core would ſeriouſly conſider theſe two Things, 
h 


en Chriſt ſaid to his Apoſtles, John 20. 21. As my Father bath 
nt me, even fo ſend I you: Which implies, That as his Father had ſent - 


him with Authority to ſend others, ſo he gave them Power to ordain Suc- 
ceſſors: This Commiſſion confined the Power of ordaining others to the 
F Apoſtles and their Succeffors ; as much as God had confined the Prieſt- 
hood under the Law to Aaron's Family. The giving a Commiſſion to 
ſome, excludes all others. And therefore it muſt be as heinous a Crime 
for Laymen, and Prieſts who never received Authority, to ſend or ordain, 
to take upon them to ordain and conſtitute Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as it 
vas for Jonat ban and his Poſterity to execute the Prieſt's Office; unleſs 
we ſay, with ſome Hereticks of old, That the God of the Old-Teſtament 
Fis not the God of the New. | 


25 5 Chriſt 


K ADDRESS to the 


* 2, © Chriſt Jeſus has 1 more abundant Care to aſcertain the "WEE 
< cefſion of Paſtors in his Church, than ever was taken in Relation to the 
% Aaronical Prieſthood, This laſt deſcended by Inheritance, or Traduc- 
<* tion, from Father to Son; and the Right that any Prieſt or Levite had to 
©. his Office, depended on the Honeſty of a Woman, and upon an Action 

performed in the Dark; and the Validity of their Miniſtrations, upon 
the Legitimacy of their Birth: And how could the Sons of Aaron cer- 
ce tainly know that they were his Poſterity, or how could they be able to 

< demonſtrate it to others? Certainly upon no Principles but what are 
more dubious than thoſe upon which we believe our Biſhops to be Suc- 
<« ceflors of the Apoſtles, in an uninterrupted Line: For in this Caſe, the 
* Succeſſion is tranſmitted from Seniors to Juniors, by the moſt publick 
and ſolemn Action, or rather Proceſs of Actions, that is ever per- 
* formed in a chriſtian Church; an Action done in the Face of the 
<« Sun, and atteſted by great Nu mbers of the moſt authentick Witneſſes, as 
5e Conſecrations or Ordinations always were. And I ſuppoſe it cannot bear 
any Diſpute, but thar it is now more eaſily to be proved, that the Arch- 
© biſhop of Canterbury was canonically ordained, than that any one Perſon 
* now living is the Son'of him who is called his F ather ; and that the ſame 
might have been ſaid of any Archbiſhop or Biſhop, that ever fat in that 
<. or any other epiſcopal See, during the Time of his being Biſhop : Nor is it 
e eaſy to ſay, by what Method Providence could have made the Succeſſion 
<< of Paſtors more clear or indubitable, than by this which has actually 
« been uſ And conſequently it muſt be a greater Crime to execute 
the Office of a Goſpel-Miniſter, without receiving Authority by an uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion (which is the Caſe of the Ner- England Biſhops ) than 
it was for the Poſterity of Jonathan, Micah's Prieſt, to execute the Office 
of the Aaronical Prieſthood. We all abhor the laſt, and it is ſtrange how 
any can venture upon the firſt, without a trembling Conſcience :. For this, 
as for all the Errors of my Life, I implore God's pardoning Mercy : And 
now that I am converted, I would ftrengthen my Brethren. And ] beſeech 


you, dear Countrymen, 1 in the Words of Jotham, Hearken unto me; that 


God may hearken unto you. Long Cuſtom, and great Numbers of Aſſoci- 

ates, do mightily encourage and embolden Men in any Kind of Impiety ; 
and I am perſuaded, that many who undertake to act in Chriſt's Name, 
without having received Authority from him by Succeſſion, would not for 
a World have ventured to begin ſuch a preſumptuous Wickedneſs, and yet 
now make no ſcruple of doing it, ſince it has been the long and general 
Practice of the Country. But God has ſaid, Exod. 23. 2. Thou ſhalt not. 


follow a Multitude to do Evil. And Singularity i in a good Cauſe 1 is an ** 


roic Virtue. 


-——_— 
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oy But perhaps you will aſk: me that Queſtion which Mr, M1 ſays he dare 
not for fear of putting: me out of Countehance;, vi. M bere was” you bap- 
tized ? Which implies, That ſince we do not baptize ſuch as have been 
baptized among you, We. WR" virtually acknowled| ge youp! Mumilters' to 
be ule Chriſt's Embaſſadors. THT 

To which I anſwer, There is not the fame Reaſon tai eden Lay A 
Baptiſm invalid, as there is for accaunting Lay Ordination invalid. ich 
will be evident at the firſt Glance, by. — — conſidering what Baptiſm and 
Ordination are. Baptiſm is a Waſhing with Water, in the Name af * the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the | Help Gboſt ;.- as being the appointed 
Means of introducing: us into the;:New-Covetant: Diſpenſation, n, which is on- 
ly a new State; whereas Ordination is tlie giving a Commmifton nd Autho- 
rity to act in Chriſt's Name, or as his Ambaſſador. 

Whoever therefore is waſhed witli Water in the Name bf the. Holy Ti- 
nity, is really and effectually baptized, by whomſoever it is done. But 
tho ever ſo many having no Authority from Chriſt to ſend others, ſhould 
lay on Hands with a Deſign to ordain, yet no Ordination can by them be 

| performed ; let them faſt ever fo long, and pray ever ſo earneſtly. Be- 
cauſe Ordination. is the giving Authority to act in Chriſt's Name: They 
therefore who have no ſuch Authority, cannot communicate it. Whereas, 
he who baptizes does not pretend to give or communicate a Power to act 
authoritatively in Conſequence of what he does, but anly performs an Ac- 
tion, the Matter and Form of which are -preſexibed by: Chriſt, and are the 
Eſſentials of that Sacrament, 1 
oi As therefore, when a uſurping Lack piblickly 8 che Truths of the 
Goſpel, what he delivers is as really God's Word, as if he had ever ſo good 
Authority to preach ; ſo if he preſume, unauthorized to baptize according 
to the- Form of Chhriſt's Appointment, this Baptiſm is as really chriſtian 
Baptiſm, as the Doctrine which he preſumptuouſſy delivers is God's Word. 
But if this ſame Uſurper ſhould undertake to ordain, it would be a meer 
Nullity, becauſe he can give no Authority, without which there can be no 
Ordination at all. For that, and that only, is Ordination, or making a Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt. This may be | illuſtrated by Circumciſion, which was the 
initial Seal of the Covenant of Grace, / juſt as Baptiſm is now, yet when it 
was perform'd by a Layman, or even, by. the Mother of 15 Child, it Was 
valid and needed not to be.repe aged. ' HNIDD VG 1; 26 2 Hrs T1: 

H you! ſhould ſay, By the e Inftiration,. 8 e once to the A- 
poſtles and their Succeſſors. I grant it, and ſo was Preaching of the Goſ- 
pel confined to them as much as Baptizing. And it is true, He who pre- 
ſumes to preach or baptize without a Commiſſion from the Apoſtles, is a 
Tranſgreſſor, and Wann are all in vain to himſelf, he may _ 


2% 


. 
* 
5 


. 


0 uriſhrxrefit, rather than aReward,fob running before he is ſtntgyæt fuch WM 7; 
Perſons as im the Simplicity of their Hearts have rereived Chriſt's Goſpel 
and Baptiſm from ſuch an Uſurper, have not received a meer Nullity, but | 
are really taught and baptized. Altho' he had no Right to adminiſter, yet che 
they had a Right to receive; and what ought not to have been done, 2 
wheh ie i der is Val... i a e Kn TION 
This was the Senſe of the primitive Church, as yu may ſee in Mr. Al 
Bingham's Hiſtory of Lay-Baptiſm, in which he has àbundantly proved, gi 
That the uſurped Baptiſm of Laymen was allowed to be valid, ſo far as W ;; r 
not to need repeating, tho“ given irregularly That Hereticks and W be 
Schiſmkticks, had not the Power of Prieſts, becauſe ſome uf them, as Shi 
the Novarians, never had a juſt and legal Call rw the Prieſthood ; and Ch 
* others were deprived of their Power by the lawful Authority of the abi 
Church, which firſt committed the Power to them; and thenee forward bel 
they were reputed no true Chriſtian Prieſts, but Wolves and Antichkiſts, r 
<, inſtead-df true Shepherds and Governouts of the Flock of Chriſt; that err 
5 the Church had Power not only to ſuſpend the Execution of their Offive, ang 
& but to cancel their Commiſſion, and wholly take away the Power and Ve 
Authority of the Prieſthood from them; andꝭ then they were reduced 
to the State and Condition of Laymen ; and ſometimes they were not 
only: degradet from the Prieſthood, but thruſt down:one Degree be- 
low Laymeng by being afaehemlatized, and caſt om of the Comuſmen 
<. of the Chuich 5 and yet, notwithſtanding all this,” the Church did not 
„ think fit to cancel, or wholly to diſannul the Bapriſms. given by juch 
« Men, tho given by Uſurpation, and without any Authority of the 
* Erieſthoodb o long as it appeared they were given iin due Fofm in ce 
*;iNams: F the facher, Son and Holy Gboß. , Thus the Pritive CHUHEh 
dic not tihle, that: their not cancelling and diſannulling che Baptiſin Rixen 
by uſurping Laymen, implied, that they acknowledged them to be true 
Mimiſters of Chriſt. And indeed, if the Validity of Baptiſin did depend 
upon the rægular Ordination of che Perſon baptizing, the Pedple in this 
Country um general muſt needs belin a Hoſt lanientabe Condition,” und Gut 
of the catholick Church; for it ig moſt certain, that the firft Miniſters in 
this Country had no regular Ordihation being ordained by meer Laymen, N 
which, in the Senſe. of the Preſbyrerians, was: Uſürpation. Thetefore © greg 
according to this Principle, they could give no valid Buptiſm-z and e of © they 
he furcectibgr:Generdtiony who were baptized by theſe irregular! Mirſters, W of tt 
nome wert capable ofl being ordained; for want of a true Baptiſm ; and WW gave 
therefore ebbld notbeittue made Mim̃ſters: So that all who were baptized by IU diſſe 
the Mimters of the ſecond Generation likewiſe had no valid Baptiſtn. And Bart 
thas'inyalid Baptifm and invalid! Ordination' Muſt have continue n and 
8.50 | CF | | | | ay. 21 


Day. Thus you ſee, what miſchie vous E ingines forne Men- will alete ufelof 
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rather than not maintain a War againſt the Church of Exglatd. - Further, 
I would obſerve, according to this and another Principle held by them, 
there cannot be one baptized Chriſtian on Earth. For they ſayg The Sue 
ceffion'1s broke, and the Power given tou the A peſtles all loſt, and yet fe 
they, every true Miniſter has the whole and individual / Commiſſion 
Authority which Chriſt gave to the Apoſtles, and he who has it not, can 
givr no valid Baptiſm. So that if theſe Principles be true, there eertair | 
is no Miniſter, no Church, no Sacraments; no Chriſtiaa on Earth. It: mu 7 
be a moſt wretched finking Cauſe, which puts Men upon ſucli deſperate 
Shifts. Nov, tho? we have two other $ for Confhrmity to the 
Church of England, viz. The Doctrine, and Worſhip; yet this alone is 
abundantly ſufficient to clear us of the Guile of Schiſin, and fix it where i ie 
belon in ere * 
— we! ſhould: beidem in this Affuir, 1 hae the Comfort of 
erring (if it be an Error) with very good Company; we have the primitive 
and A dne Church on our Side; in which, for even Fifteen Hundred 
Years,there never was ſo much as one ſingle congregational or preſbyterian 
Church, or one lay or preſpyterian Ordination Which was not condemned 
and nullified — E boromgst 3d ried: 
I have been the longer on this Subject, becauſe l would make it 20 Plan 
as is poſſible to the weakeſt: Capacity, tho? indeed it was not neceſſary in 
order to repel Mr. Hobart's Charge of Schiſm, becauſe" both he and his 
Fellow-Labourer in this Performance, do fully acknowledge they haye not 
received Authority from-Chiift to bo his Ambaſſadors b art unimterrupted 
Succeſſion, for they ſcoff at the very Notion, as being worſe than Brgotry, 
which. certainly they would not do, were they not conſtious to themſelves 
that they have: no Right to it. And if they have it not b Sueceſſion, they 
have it not at all, unleſs immediately from Heaven, as Sti Haul Rad. Which 
we muſt take the Bokdheſs to cat in Queſtion, cl they prottuce ther Cre? 
dentials, av He d¹q,rr ot Fon ns wo gouging OUTS STI) T2907 
I would further 3 That if a Ner- England Man! is made a Schi 
matick, by joining in Communion with the Church of ug fen. then were 
New- England Men guilty of Schiſm wellen they ſepabated / from the! Con 


| gregatlonalifts:and--Br ouſt und jolied With. wil Profipterian Mikiſters ab 


chey came inte tis Country, For the prevailing Party among the Settlers 
of this Country, were Independants and Fou, who for à long Tire 
gave no Toleration to any other Sect, hut baniſhed or hanged" chose who 
—_— from: their” pure Conſtitution.” Therefore according to Mr. Ho- 
_ — went over to the 1 were 8 of Schiſm. 

2 I 
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I ſhall how! examine ſome Facts, Which Mr. Hobart has miſrepreſen ted. ? 
He ſays, p. 32.7 utterly dem that tbe Founders of our Churches ſet up 


ſchiſmatical Separation in England. be firſt: Planters of this Country both 


Miniſter und People, were ſo: fat from baving ſel up ſchiſmatiral Separat 
We wa. England, 7 hat they continued Members of ' the'Church:'of England 
all they left the Nation. And p. 34. He tells us, That our Fore-fathers: 
till they came to Ner- England, bad not ſeparated from, but were Miniſ- 


ters and Members of the Church of England. And p. 31. He ſtates the: 


Queſtion thus, Te Ng! en We are are upon is; M herber nur Fone-fathers: 


And conſequently, whether the Churches of New-England ure, in their pre- 


tifiahle in returning to the: Communion of the Church of England again. 
This will bring the Controverſy to a very ſpeedy Iſſue. Now that the firſt 


1 


ofa Congregation which Was f 


% 


ticular Church Covenant, in which they engaged to each other to. have: 
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The next Church that was erected 'was at \ Salem, juſt nine Vears after : 
Both the Paſtor, Mr. Skelton, : and the Teacher, Mr. Higginſon, declared, 
&« they had ſuffered much for their Noz-Conformity in their native Land.“ + N 
| Which ſhews that they had been Non- Conformiſts. And indeed they had 
begun their Schiſm in England, violated their Ordination-Vows, and diſo- 
beyed their Governours both civil and eccleſiaſtical, for which they were 
under Cenſures. In this State of Diſobedience, Guilt and Diſſention they 
left England; and having arrived at this Country, they renounced their 
Ordination, as a Nullity, and ſubmitted to be re: ordained by meer Laymen 
and Mechanicks. Thus not only without any Authority from »Gedi>or | 
Man, from Church or State, but in Defiance of both, were the New- 
England Churches firſt ſet up. And therefore thoſe Conformiſts who re- 
fuſed to join with them, and were perſecuted by them, were not guilty of 
Schiſm, but did their Duty in fall adhering to the Church of England. And 
as it was not Schiſm but a Duty at the firſt Settlement of the Country to 
profeſs the Religion of the Church of England; 16 it has not changed it's 
Nature till this Day. For had not the Church of England People, who 
were of the Number of the firſt Patentees and Setlers of this Country, at 
leaſt as good a Right to worſhip God according to the Church of England, 
as their Neighbours to ſet up a new Way? What Authority had theſe 
Non - Conformiſts over their conforming Neighbours, to oblige them to join 
in their new-fangled Churches, and to receive them for Chriſt's Embaſſa- 
dors whom their unhallowed Hands had conſecrated ? Suppoſing they 
were . become lawleſs by croſling the Seas, yet ſurely they were not every 
one of them bec gs and Prieſts, and Lords over their Neighbour's 
Faith. Mr. Hobart undertakes to vindicate the firſt Settlers of this 
Country from the Guilt. of Schiſm, by aſſerting that they never ſe 
from the Church, but remained Members of it, until they left England, and 
ſtiled her their dear Mother; And yet g. 40. he applauds the Diffenters 
in England in their Separation: and recommends the Anſwer of the diſ- 
ſenting Gentleman, which is an Attempt to prove, that the Church of 
England is no Church of Chriſt, and therefore Separation from it is no Sin. 
Now he who can reconcile theſe Two Schemes, and make it appear, that 
it is an Honour to call the Church of England, our dear Mother, and to 
be Members and Miniſters of it, and yet that the ſame. Church is a Harlot. 
and no Church of Chriſt, and that we owe her no Reſpe& and Obedienee : 
He, I ſay, who can reconcile theſe two ſo contrary Schemes, n be bee 
3 Ronſon than 1 take Mr. Pr to oy 127 
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Thoſe: Men Aham Mr. Huburt calls our 1 in their Letter 
tranſcribed by Mr. Wetmore, acknowledged that all the Good that was in 


them as Chriſtians they had received from the Church of England, and 
ſincerely proftſſed — did deſire and would endeavour her Continuance, 
. and the Enlargement of Fon Bounds; which muſt denote; that they intended 


to ſet up the Church of England in this new Country, to which they were 


coming. But the Event ſhewed, that the Enemies of the Church who had 
already took Poſſeſſion of the Country, were too ſtrong for them. But 


Mr. Hobart, on the contrary, prays that the Church of [England may never 
be enlarged, ar generally received in this Country, p. 50, and repreſents 
it as Bringing a Deluge of Prophaneſs and Wickednets with it, wherever it 
comes; as one of the ſoreſt Judgments that can befall the Land, and 
what nothing but Infatuation can make this People yield to. He has there- 


fore no. Right to call theſe Men his Forefathers; for: they were dutiful 


Sons, and I. overs of the Church of England; if we may believe them... 
But he is the genuine Child of thoſe fierce and implacable Enemies, who 


ſet up the firſt Churches in the Country, who tho? they had complained 


bitterly of Perſecution when in England, yet now having the major Part of 


the People on their Side, would allow no Liberty of Conſcience to others; 
but acted as an Fiſtabliſhment, . with the greateſt Severity: Till at length. 
A conſiderable Number of the — of Bofton, petitioned | 
, 4. Charles the Second about the Year 1679, that a Church might be al- 
* lowed there for the Exerciſe of Religion, according to the Church of 
„ Eugland; which was accordingly granted, and the Church called, the 
King Cbapel: This is the firſt. Place where the Church of England) 
ety King Nit. 


Worſtup was exerciſed in Ne- gland; And his M 


diam was pleaſed: to ſettle a Salary: of ont Hundred Pounds a Year, for 


the Support of an Afﬀfiſtant to the Miniſter of that Church, which roy- 


<:al Bounty is ſtill continued So that had it not pleaſed almighty! 


God to incline” the Hearts of thoſe: in Authority at Home, to expreſi a 


compaſſionate Regard to us from Fime to Time, we have no Reaſon to 


think, but that our Country- men who are of Mr. Hobart's Spirit would 


have forever reſtrain'd the Members of the Church of Eygland from wor- 


ts Bed God accorciing to their Conſtience. And, I have heard ſome of 
| ſdytellans ſay, 1 = it das; pity that at theſtb hd f ſt tet up- the 


orfhip'of God, according to the Church of England ithiCourty, had 
= en Ranged; as. the Quakers were formerly at Boſton. pt 4-695 
Thus having ſhewn that the Members of the Church ef Ee nals 


Country are im no other Refpect guilty of Schifm; - 


countenance and avoid Schiſm · and Ukirpation'y. Tſhall now. conſider 
atwther Crime laid to our Charge, which is this, that by mean yy 
wic ke 


ter 


anity. 


: — 
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Goſpel, p. 56. to ſupport à Faction in this Country, under the 
ſending the Goſpel to a People that never heard of it. P. 57, 56. 


Now, Not to take Notice of his abuſive Language, in calling the Church 5 


of England a Faction, which proves nothing but the Author's good Man- 
ners, and genteel Breeding, much of the ſame Strain as is his repeatedly 
calling our ſerious and devout Obſervation of Chriſt's Nativity, the m1 & 
But to wipe off this Calumny, I ſhall prove theſe four Things. 


1. That the Society act according to their Charter in . Minif- | 


ters of the Church of England in New- England. 
2. The Society ate not impoſed upon and deceived about the reſigions 


State of New-England, but do well underſtand it. 


3. That it is the Intention of thoſe who contribute to the Sociery, that 


they ſhould ſupport Miſſionaries in New-England. 
4. The Society's. ſupporting. Miſſionaries in New-England is no Hin- 
drance to their Wang Miſſionaries to thoſe who! never heard of Sheath 


As to the firſt: of theſe, Ic is plainly the Deſign of their Charter to em- 
power the Society 7 > ſupport learned and orthodox Miniſters to crab, bis 
Majefty's Subjects in the Principles of true Religion, where there is not 
 fuffcient-Provifion, to live among them. As the Society have told your 
Miniſters of Hampſhire, | in the Anfwer to their Letter of Complaints. 


And tho here in Nee. Eugiind the Preſbyterians and Independents are 


provided with Miniſters according to their own Perſuaſion; yet are here 


ſome*Thouſands bf Church People who cannot join with the Dillenters in 
their Form of Worſhip :* But hh very defirous of joining in Communion 


ith the Church of Eng und. All theſe his Majeſty's Subjects muſt either 
act cntrary to their Gen ſciences,” or be wholly bfrovided with Miniſters, 
and be abandoned to A heiſt mand Infidelity, if the Society ſhould withdraw 
their Charity from them, For the Government here, we know, will not 
aſſiſt them to build Chinrches and ſupport their Miniſters, as it does the 

rer Pariſhes of the diffenting Perſuaſion, by Land- Taxes, Bounties 
from the Colony Treaſury, and Exemptions from Colony Rates. I will 


inſtance only in this Patiſh : All the Inhabitants who will not conform to 


the Church of England, for ſixteen Years paſt, have been excuſed: from Pay- 
ing any Colony Rate, while every Churchman in the ſame Pariſh, hach 
been obliged to pay the Whole. And as ſoon as any Man will leave tlie 


Church, he is rewarded by an Exemption from paying any Taxes to the 


Govertitnent. ” We have moe again and again for the like F. avour, bir | 


Woe in Yah, - 3 Sink 
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Beſides 55 There was a large Quantity of Land, which at the firſt Settlement 
of this Town, was devoted by our Progenitors, to the Support of the Migiſtry. 


This Land our diſſenting Brethren: and Neighbours have ſold, (I ſappoſe 


by the Leave of the Government) and out of the Money ariſing from'the 


Sale of this Land, in which every Churchman in the Town, or at leaſt eve- 

Ty Proprietor, had a joint Intereſt, they maintain Mr. Hobart in Eaſe and 
_ Plenty. So that by Money which belongs as much to us as to the Freſby- 
_ terians, he is enabled to publiſh his bitter Invectives. 


And whereas he ſuggeſts, that there may be now many Souls of the 


- Heathen in Hell, by Means of our obtaining that Money for our Support, 
which ſhould have been laid out for their Converſion: If this be true; he 


can't (I think) excuſe himſelf from being acceſſory to their Damnadion. 


For had not he, by a continued Act of Unrighteouſneſs, withheld from the 


Miniſters. of the Church of England in this Town, their Proportipn' of the 


ſaid Money, they would have needed little, if any Support from the Socie- 
| . So that the amazing Guilt which he has moſt uncharitably invented 

or us, muſt fall upon his own Head. And I pray God that this Piece; of 
Injuſtice may not be laid to his Charge. What I have now faid . of this 
Pariſh, may ſerve as a Specimen of the Difficulties that Church of England 


People i in this Government labour under, with reſpect to ſupportmg their 


- Miniſters. It was therefore a moſt Chriſtian Compaſſion, in the. venerable 


Society, and exactly agreable to the Defign of their Charter to take our 


ſad Caſe into their C bent, and to ust in ſupporting orthedox. Mi- 


niſters among us. 
Mr. Hobart, to terrify us, fas, They il not always fupport, gur Mi- 
niſters : And indeed: we are not ſo unreaſonable as to deſire nl. For as the 


| Church increaſes, and the Government grows more kind to us, we an 


be able to maintain our Miniſters without any Aſſiſtance from our Mother- 

Country. And even now, here are ſeveral Churches of but few. W 

.Nanding, who are willing, and near able, to maintain their own Miniſters, 
But Mr. Hobart ſays; That we 1 the Society by mean; and 'rojched 


Arts. This brings me to the ſecond Particular I am al to roy vi. The 
Society are not impos'd upon and deceiv'd ; but 50 well underſtand the 


religious State of New-England.” I don't deny, nor is it any Thing ſtrange 
that within the Space of almoſt fifty Years, in the Accounts of ſo many 
Miſſionaries tranſmitted: to the Society, there ſhould. be three or four Ex- 
 . Preflions liable to ſome Exception; and yet perhaps thoſe ; Expreſſions 
might be very eaſily cleared up. But what I contend for 1 is this, That 
. the Society are not impoſed upon, 


ridiculous 


and miſinformed, ſo as not to know | 
that New-England is furniſh*d with Teachers of the preſbyterian and inde- | 
enk Perſuaſion, and not Heathen. And to ſuppoſe the contrary is a 


riciculons Whim : For before ever they ſent any Miflionary 
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here, ' they 
ſent two Men to view the State of the Coun 2 — the King's Gover- 


nors in New-England are Members of the Society; and it can't be ſup- 


sd that they would uſe mean and wicked Arts to deceive; to their own 


 Diſhonour and Loſs. —Biſhop Berkeley, a Member of that venerable Body, 


reſided in New-England — Time, and was perſonally acquainted with 
ſome of the moſt eminent of your Miniſters, and upon his Return preach- 
ed the annual Sermon before them; and gave them an Account of the 
religious State of the Country. I believe Mr. Hobart has more Prudence 
than to ſay, That this great & good Man was ſo mean and wicked as to de- 
ceive them. And to make all ſure, your own Miniſters have communi- 
cated to them all the Light they could from Hampſhire County.—So that 
the Society have had all poſſible Information, both from Friends and Ene- 
mies, both from Clergy and Laity, from Strangers and from their own 
Members. And therefore to ſuppoſe them ignorant of the State of the 
Country, is to deny them common Senſe. This is very much ſuch ano- 
ther idle Tale, as that Story which is commonly reported among you, viz. 
That ſuch of us who were ordained by the Independents or Preſbyterians, 
never receive epiſcopal Ordination in England: But if theſe Stories be true, 
How came the Society to tell the Nation in their Hiſtory . That New- 
<« England was provided with an independent & preſbyterian Miniſtry.“ p. 61. 
—And why do they tell the World, that ſeveral independent Teachers, 
particularly, Mr. Cutler, Mr. Jobnſon, &c. laid down their Preferments 
in the independent Way, conformed to the Church of England, came to 


England for Epiſcopal Ordination, and there received Holy Orders. p. 340. 


I would not have ſpent a Moment's Time to confute theſe groundleſs Ima- 
ginations, were it not that I know they are e received for Truths 
among you. 

Mr. Hobart takes it for grapted, that the firſt and principal Deſign of 
incorporating the Society was to ſend the Goſpel to the Heathen ; which is 
in him an inexcuſable, if not wilful Miſtake ; for it's evident from their 
Charter, that the Occaſion of giving a Being to that venerable Body was 
the great Want of Miniſters among his Majeſty's Subjects in thePlantations- 
who were already Chriſtians. And the Maintenance of a learned and ortho- 
dox Clergy, among ſuch, is the firſt and principal Intent of the Charter, by 
which they act. But then, in the ſecond Place, They are impowered, as 
they have Opportunity, to make ſuch other Proviſion as ſhall be found ne- 
ceſſary for the Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. Theſe are the 
Words of the Charter; and their acting in exact Conformity to it, is all 
the Occaſion that Mr. Hobart has for his high Diſpleaſure againſt them. 
But methinks a ſinall — of — might incline him to think, that 

the 
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I come now to the third Particular which is this, That it is the Deſign 


and Deſire of thoſe pious People who are Benefactors to the Society, that 
they ſhould ſupport Miniſters in Nem-Eugland. os 120001, 


> 
* — 


niſters in theſe Words, Whereas it is repreſented, T hat ide Deſign 
<.'of the Denors is not anſwered in ſupporting Miſſionaries in ſeveral Parts 


M New-England. The Society here remark, That they print yearly an 


4 Account of the Places where Miſſionaries are ſent, and their Reaſons 


<- for ſending them. And that ſuch Accounts are diſtributed to all the 
< Benefactors ; who. therefore cannot be unacquainted with this Matter of | 


Fact; and conſequently: the Society have good Reaſon to think, that 
the ſaid Donors are ſo far from diſapproving this Method of the Society, 
that they would not contribute, if they did not ſend Miſſionaries to 
< ſuch Places. TY DI ec 
_ Laftly, IL obſerve, That the Society's ſupporting Miſſionaries in New- 
England, is no Hindrance to their ſending Miſſionaries to inſtruct and con- 
vert the Heathen, as Mr. Hobart repreſents it. The Society have never 
neglected any Opportunity they have had of conveying Chriſtianity te thoſe 


who neter heard of it, for want of that Money they have expended in main- 


taining Miniſters in New-England. Every Opportunity that has preſented 
to the Society, to chriſtianize the Heathen, they have eagerly: laid hold of, 


and improved to the beſt Advantage; as any one may ſee in the Account 


of their Attempts to convert the Iroquois Indians for almoſt Fifty Years 


paſt. And now that another Opportunity has preſented, they have 


ſent two Miſſionaries to inſtruct the Moſcito Indians, upon the Borders of 


New-Spain. And it is very unreaſonable to blame the Society for not- | 
ſending Miſſionaries to thoſe Heathens, who have no Defire of, but the 
utmoſt Averſion towards being inſtructed in the Chriſtian Religion: But 
ſhould there be a proper Call, and Neceſſity for it, I make no Doubt, but | 


that this wiſe and charitable Corporation, would withdraw all their Salaries 


by which they ſupport Miniſters among thoſe who are already Chriſtians, 


in order to convert the Heathens. If there was 'a Door open to- employ 
all their Income that Way to good Purpoſe; Pm ſure I ſhould gladly re- 


ſign what I receive from their Charity for that excellent Deſign. But till 

that Call of Providence comes, I hope, God in Mercy to the Souls of ſome 
Thouſands of my dear Country-men, will continue the Society*s moſt chri- 

ſtian Charity towards us. And if the Society don't neglect any Opportu- 

nity. of converting the Heathen, for ourſakes (as I am perſuaded they do 
not,) then Mr. Hobart is a little uncharitable, in thinking that there are 

g | | many * 


This the Society themſelves have:proved, in their Anſwer to your Mi- 
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Negto's and Indian's Souls" vc in Fell,” te che want of that 

Dhoniey which we enjoy. + ; 

I have now anſwered Two of his heavieſt Charges Wied are lerebd 
not only againſt us, but againſt the venerable Society, and even againſt 
the glorious Kine WILLIAM, who, as he fays, was bred a Preſpy- 
terian: He not only granted this Charter; but alſd gave a Salary of an 
Hundred Pounds Sterling to ſupport is Miniſter for the firſt Church of 256 
land that was erected in New-England'; whereby he muft have wat 
the awful Guilt of Schiſm, if Mr. Hobart's Notion be juſt: For 3 
ding to him, it was given to ſupport Schiſm in Nevo- England, where the 
diſſenting Churches were eſtabliſhed by Preſcription. 

I would conclude theſe two Heads with obſerving to Mr. Hobart, That 
whereas he has accuſed ſeveral Gentlemen by Name of having uſed mea 
and wicked Aris to deceive, beſides having charged many Thouſands wy 
the blackeſt Crimes. Now for his own eternal Intereſt, I would preſume 
humbly to cr him, to reflect a few Moments upon his own juſt Re- 
mark, p. 94. A Perſon ought to be very ſure he is in the Right, and that 
he has 2 Evidence to juſtify him, before he brings ſo heinous and ag- 
gravated a Charge againft any Man ; not only becauſe, if his Evidence fails 
him, bis own Character muſt greatly ſuffer in the Opinion of all Mankind, 
but chiefly becauſe the divine Law forbids Defamation, or bearing falſe Wit- 
eſs againſt our Neighbour, and requires ſuch a Reparation i in Caſes of this 
Nature, as is not eaſily made. 

I proceed now to another Accuſation: He tells us, p. 61. Thert is 
hardly a Shadow of eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline in the Church of England at 
Home, and ſtill leſs, if leſs can be, in the epiſcopal Congregati ons it 
America. 

As to the Diſcipline at Home, I ſhall give you Biſhop Beveridge s Ac- 
eount of it, and then leave it with you to judge, whether it be not more 
than a Shadow, nay whether it be not more elegible than the Diſcipline 
uſed by the New-England Preſbyterians? He begins thus, Our Church 
e being, by the Bleſſing of God, of the ſame Extent with the Kingdom 
„ in which we live, and as ſo, fubje& to the ſame Prince, as it's ſu- 

** pream Governour upon Earth; for the better Management of that 
« Power which Chriſt hath left with 3 it, it is divided into two Provinces, 


a over each of which there is an Archbiſhop ; each Province is ſubdivided 


into ſeveral Dioceſes ; over every one whereof there is a Biſhop ; in 
mM every Dioceſe there is one or more Arch- deacons; ; every Arch-deacon- 
& ry is divided into ſeveral Deanaries, and every Deanary into ſeveral 
* Pariſhes ; and in every-Pariſh as there is a Prieft rightly ordained for 
" the Adminiſtration of the hawee” Sacraments, to all the Chriſtians that 

2 els 
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< hve there; ſo there are other Officers called Church-Wardens, choſen 


<< every Year, and appointed not only to look to the Fabrick of the 


Church belonging to the faid Pariſh, and to provide all Things 
<« for the worſhipping of God in it, but likewiſe to inſpect the Lives and 
« Actions of all the Chriſtians that live there; to take Notice of all that 
< lve in any notorious Sin, or neglect the Means which God hath ordain- 
ed for their Salvation, and to certify and preſent their Names to ſuch 
Officers as the Church hath appointed to conſider what to do in ſuch 
« Cafes: And altho' ſuch Perſons, being Chriſtians, are obliged by their 
c Religion to take all the Care they can of their Neighbour's Souls, and 
<< therefore to acquaint the Church with their evil and pernicious Courſes, 
4 that ſhe may interpoſe her Power for the reclaiming of them, yet to 
cc bind them more ſtrictly to it, when they are admitted into that Office, 
ic they take a ſolemn Oath, in the Preſence of Almighty God, truly and 
tc faithfully to execute the ſame to beſt of their Skill and Knowledge: 
« And that none of them may be ignorant of what they are to preſent, 


it they have Articles of Enguiry delivered to them, wherein all and every 


Thing and Perſon preſentable is plainly and diſtinctly ſet down. 

« And as this is certainly the beſt and ſureſt Way the Church could ever 
ct find out, whereby to underſtand which of her Members either negle& 
« thoſe Duties which ſhould further their Salvation, or commit ſuch Sins 
« as will impede and hinder it: So is the Courſe too which ſhe takes for 
ce the correcting and reforming them. For as the Church-Wardens are 
< obliged to make their Preſentments twice a Year, and may do it oftner, 
<« if Occaſion require it; ſo is the Biſhop obliged to go about his Dioceſe 
« once every three Years, that he may underſtand the State of the Flock 
4 committed to him, of which he muſt one Day give a ſtrict Account to 
« the great Shepherd of Souls. And leaſt any Thing ſhould happen in 
<< the mean Time, that may require a more ſpeedy Examination, he ac- 


« cording to the Cuſtom of the primitive and catholick Church, hath one 


« or more Arch-Deacons under him, canonically ordained, authorized and 


* required, every one to viſit ſo much of the Dioceſe as is under his 
« Juriſdiction, once a Year, or oftner, if need be, to receive the foreſaid 
e Preſentments, and to inſpect, and what in him lies, reform all Irregula- 
<« rities, either in Clergy or Laity. And moreover, That the Church may 


de never want an Opportuntiy of being informed of any Miſdemeanors, that 


&« ſhe is bound to take Cognizance of, ſhe hath other Officers both under 


<« the Biſhop and Arch Deacon, who keep her Courts all the Year long, - 


e as Occaſion happens, and have Power to cite all Delinquents, that are 
< preſented, and to examine, and try all ſuch eccleſiaſtical Cauſes and 
. Matters as are brought before them. | : . 
„% LS * But 
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4 But here we muſt obſerve, as the Church-Wardens of every Pariſh, who 
4 preſent Offenders to any of theſe Courts, are always Laymen, fo the 
ce Chancellors, C ommiſſaries, Officials, and other Officers, in theſe Courts, 
<« who receive and examine ſuch Preſentments, are ordinarily Lay men too: 
« And this is but reaſonable, and in ſome ſenſe neceſſary they ſhould be ſo. 
« For if none but Clergymen ſhould ſearch into the Faults of the Laity, 
« the Laity might be apt to ſuſpect, they were too ſeverely dealt with; 
« Whereas being tried by Men of their own Rank and Brotherhood, before 
<« Sentence is paſſed upon them, they cannot blame the Church for it, nor 
« imagine ſhe can have any other Deſign upon them, but only to do them 

Good and make them better. Beſides that theCauſes which are brought 
<« into theſe Courts are many, and take up a great deal of Time, before 
they can be brought to an iſſue; and therefore if Clergymen only ſhould 
ebe employed in them, it would take them off too much ſrom the Miniſ- 
<« try of the Word and Sacraments, which they are obliged by their Office 
<« continually to attend; eſpecially conſidering that the Cauſes are not oniy 
c many, but diverſe too, and ſome very intricate and mix*d ; ſo that to 
< ſearch into the Bottom of them all, and fully to underſtand, What is quit 
« and meet to be done in every one of them, requires great Knowledge and 
« Skill in the whole Body of the eccleſiaſtical Laws, and temporal too, 
« ſo far as they any way concern the Church; which no Man can attain 
4 to, without making it his conſtant Buſineſs and Study ; which not con- 

“& ſiſting with the many other Duties incumbent upon thoſe who are or- 
„ dained to any holy Function, the Church always found it neceſſary that 
cc herBiſhops and all that exerciſe her Juriſdiction under them, ſhould have 
« ſome of her Members learn'd in the Laws to direct and aſſiſt them in 
« theAdminiſtration of it, and under them to tranſact and try all Cauſes re- 
4e lating thereunto. Which doubtleſs, all things conſidered, is the beſt 
&« Way the Church could ever think of, whereby to ſecure her Governors 
« from being maligned, her Laws from being violated, and ſo her Mem- 
< bers from being injured thro? Miſtake or Ignorance. 

This learned Biſhop ſpends ſome Time in proving the great Antiquity of 
this Method; then proceeds thus, Neither can any Man imagine, that 
« the univerſal Church for ſo many Ages ſhould agree in ſuch a Thing as 
<« this, but upon very good Grounds and Reaſons. However the general 
« Practice of the catholick Church is a ſufficient Obligation as well as 
« Warrant to every particular Church, to obſerve the ſame as near as it can. 
« And therefore it was that our Church at the Reformation, looking upon 
e herſelf oblig*d to hold Communion with the Catholick as well as to 
te ſeparate from the Romiſh Church, retained this antient and general Form 


<< of Keeping her Courts by Advocates learned in the civil and « Law: 
| cc W: 
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Laus of the Church ; yea, and of che State too: there)being ſcarce any 
<« Cuſtom or Uſage (upen which the common Law of the Land is groun- 
85 We. in the mand n e pang can n ee. 1 nnn 
And — youre 8 ee wa of bord Abuſes,. in ee 
tual Courts, this Biſhop adds, But ſeeing theſe, as all other Courts in 
<<.the World, may be liable to Abuſes and Corruptions, to prevent [them 
+. as much as may be, the Church in her Canons doth not only 
4 à ſolemn Oath to be taken by every one that ſhall be admitted into any 
Office there, Can. 127, to deal uprightly and juſtly in the ſame, without 
** RefſpeRt, or Favour of Reward; but hath likewiſe: provided ſuitable | 
„ Puniſhments, Can. 1 34, to be inflicted upon thoſe who ſhall either neglect Hi 
< their Duty, exceed their Commiſſion, or do any thing unbeſeeming the ne 
% Place they are in. And if notwithſtanding all this, any one ſhall be of- 
<« unjuſtly dealt with, or but think himſelf to be ſo, he may appeal from the ne 
lower to the higher Courts, from the Arch Deacon to the Biſhop, - from m: 
the Biſhop to the Arch-Biſhop, and from him to the King; — being | ty1 
<« in all his Dominions ſupreme Governour over all Perſons, in all Cauſes Ea 
as well eccleſiaſtical as temporal, as it is neceſſary that he ſhould have theſe, | 
<< eccleſiaſtical as well as temporal Courts under hm, where ſuch Cauſes may ant 
be judged ; ſo when they are brought up ſo high as to himſelf they muſt wh 
c needs be finally determined; for as much as from him no Appeal can be im 
< to any other Court or Perſon on Earth. And this final Determination Fo 
is made in a Court of Delegates, oonſiſting of an equal Number of the M 
Clergy and Laity. (v. Clergyman's Vad. Mecum. vol. 1. c. 8. to 
Nov theſe Courts being thus eſtabliſhed in the Church, When any Of ke 
«fender is preſented in any of them, he is cited to appear there, which if the 
he neglect or refuſe to do, he is pronounced-Contumacious, one that re- Re 
c ſiſteth or contemneth the Power Chriſt hath given to his Church; wich Ar 
* for many Reaſons was always Judged one of the greateſt Sins a Chriſtian I So 
can be guilty of; and — is Proceeded againſt accordingly. But hin 
«© if he appear, his Cauſe is impartially ſearched into; and if upon due Ex- yo 
* amination he be found Innocent, he is preſently.diſcharged ; but if he ap- Di 
4 pears to be guilty of any natbrious Crime, which the Church is bound te ſo. 
<< take: Notice of, ſhe ase all Means poſſible to bring him to a juſt Senſe I thi 
ae] wy * Sin, and to an hearty Repentance for it, and to make what Satis- cal 
66 he can for the Offence he hath given to all good Chriftians by t. Af 
1 — if all other Means prove ineffectual, the caſts him out of her Commu- Bit 
<6; eee ſo fromithe Society of all good Chriſtians ; according to the * 
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« ing ol our Lord, I be negtet? ta hear tht Chiirth; let him he umb thee; 
e a5 an Beathen Man and a" Bublieun. . But ſo chat if ke ſhall afterward 

« repent” and fubmit himſelf, the Church is always ready to receive him 
into her Boſom again, there to nouriſh, and 1140 all Things for him, 
* that he may be ſaved. . Ei nel 

I Rave tranſtribed thus Rrly wech this Flons op, who under hood 
che CHUNK bf Briglnid much better khan all her Adverſaries, that vou may 
be able to judge: whether her Diſcipline be ſueh a vile Thing as Mr. Hobart 
and other tut? T alkers, would perſuade you. AndT appeal to you, 
whether you would not rather be tried by your Peers, and by the known 
Laws of the Land, as an En gliſs man, than in a Council who haveno Rule 
to judge by, but wkat they carry in their Breaſts and ſtile it the Bible ; fo 
that you know not, by what Law you are to be tried, till Sentence is paſt. | 
Hence it is that in one Country, that is called Hereſy, which in the very 
next is eſteemed Orthodoxy : And Miniſters are ſilenced, and turned out 
of their Poſts in one County, for preaching ſuch Doctrines, as in the 
next County are eſteemed precious Doctrines of Free- Grace. As you 
may fee in New-Haven and Fairfield Counties. Now nothing can be more 
tyrannical and arbitrary than ſuch Courts, or Councils, who judge by no 
Eaw but what they make at the Time of judging. 

As to our Diſcipline in this Country, which Mr. Hobart ſays is none, 
and I acknowledge it is imperfect, for want of the Preſence of a Biſhop, 
which Imperfection, I hope, we ſhall not much longer labour under ; yet 

imperfect as it is, it is much better than the Diſcipline of the Preſbyterians : 
For when the higheſt eccleſiaſtical Court among you, have depoſed a 
Miniſter, or excommunicated a Number of Laymen, and given them up 
to Satan, they value it not a Ruſh; for if the ſilenced Miniſter can but 
keep'in with his People, he will keep his Station, preach, and adminiſter 
the Sacraments, in Defiance of your Sentence; which is proved by Mr. 
Robbins. at Branford, whom you both ſilenced and excommunicated. 
And when your eccleſiaſtical Council hath given a Number of zealous 
Souls. to Satan to be buffetted, they will chooſe them a Miniſter, and get 
him ordained, and form themſelves into as regular a Church as any among 
you : As you may ſee at Guilford. So that all but Bigots ſee, that your 


_ Diſcipline ig leſs than 4 Shadow, if leſs can be. But with us it is not 


ſo. Our Biſhop has a Patent from the King to exerciſe Juriſdiction in 
this Country : He appoints Commiſſaries in each Government ; who can 
call any Clergyman to Account for Miſdemeanors, and, raking to his 
Aſſiſtance the neighbouring Clergy, can ſuſpend him. And if after the 
Biſhop has filenced him, he ſtill perſiſts to officiate as a Miniſter of the 
* the King's Officers may be obliged to 3 and * 
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under this Burden by the diſſenting Miniſters, as by the Clergy of the 
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that theſe Churchmen are the vileſt Race of Mortals, that ever appeared on 
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whereas your's are neither, as I fear. _ for my gs . uſe. the. ſame 
Diſcipline now, as I did when a Diſſenter; that is, I always refuſe to give 
the holy Sacraments to thoſe whom I judge- to be unworthy, And, lan 
whom the Congregation is offended. And this is the Practice of all 
Clergy.— And therefore, for Mr. Hobart to ſtuff his Addreſs. to us wah 
ſuch Accuſations, as we all know to be untrue, and groundleſg Calumnies z 
diſcovers no more Wiſdom, than Honeſty ; provided he hag. any Defign 
to convince, or perſuade us to deſert the Church. | 
Dr. Tillotſen tells us, in one of his Sermons, That the Zealots of 
< all Parties have got a ſcurvy Trick of Lying for the Truth” But 
tho* Mr. Hobart is a little over-bearing and dogmatical, yet,] hope he is 
none of thoſe Bigots. 
As Mr. Hobart has raked together a large Heap of vulgar Traſh, which 
he calls new, becauſe no-body was ever ſo childiſh and weak as to put it in 
Print before ; ſo he tells us of the Danger of being bro't under the Bur- 
den of Tithes, if the Church ſhould prevail in New-England. Upon 
which I would obſerve, 1. There is as much Danger of being brought 


Church of England : For they teach the divine Right of Tithes at leaſt as 
much as we do. The celebrated Mr. Stoddard publiſhed a Treatiſe to 
prove that it is as much a Duty to pay Tithes as to keep the Sabbath. 
2. The Land in this Country can no more be tithed without the free Act 
of the Owners, than it can be alienated or taken from them. 3. It is but 
a Part of the Land of England that pays Tithes to the 33 which 
Tithe is the Gift of former Owners; and is no Injury or Burden to the pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſors; becauſe they pay ſo much leſs for the Land as the Tithe 
amounts to. And therefore to ſuppoſe that this Country will pay Tithes the 
ſooner for admitting the Church of England, is only to ſuppoſe that 
People grow more zealous and devout for Religion, by een to the 
Church of England. 

As Mr. Hobart has undertaken to ſhew the Ways and 1 by which 
the Church of England, if it ſhould prevail, is like to debauch the Morals 
of this Country, and fill the Land with Wickedneſs, ſo another Me- 
thod of doing it, he informs you, is, by their teaching their Children to Lie, 
as Part of their religious Education. From this Account one might conclude, 


Earth; the Hottentots are good Chriſtians in Compariſon with .them : 
What; teach their Children to Lie! and that as Part of their Religion 
This is fooliſh, as well as wicked; for Children will learn to lie of them- 
ſelves; it is needlels therefore to inſtruct them how to lie. NaN but. 
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Child' was baptized at Meet- 
ing, and ſo had no God-fathers or God-mothers and thus the Child, 
every Tintis heizrepeats the Catechiſin, rells's Wet wicked! Bie, Did ever 
the the gicaning; Mounttins bring forth a fore ridiculous Mouſe -He informs 
us, That Wiiat he has offered in this Bobk is new, and we never thought 
on theſe Things before; but in this he is miſtaken; I have long ſince hear 
this, and moſt” of his other Arguments, in a Chirney-corner, but never 
did J expect to iſeę them in Print; and: in that Regard; 1 = 
And I will undertake to anſwer it, when Mr. Hobart has jet me know, 
why he will ſuffer young People, with: the reſt of the Congregation, to 
ſing, or ſay, David's Words, I have been young, and now am old? This 
according to his Reaſoning, i is. teaching them to lie, as Part of their religi- 
gious Worſhip. every. Child who is baptized, tho? at a Meeting, 
55 really G od-fathers and: God-mothers , for ſuch are they who obtain 
Baptiſm for them, whereby they are born again. And T muſt confeſs, I 
have often taught unbaptized Negroes to repeat thoſe Words in the Cate- 
chiſm, My: God fathers and my God-mothers in my Baptiſm. —But I never 
found that any one of them thought themſelves to be baptized ever the 
more for that, or diſcovered a ſtronger Inchnation to ety yp this i is 
too ſilly an Affair to: ſpend: Time u ſupon- * 1 : Sx 4. Fon Fi. Of 
I'll come to anotlier Source of Wickedneſs, which, in hix' beg dis > 
Church opens upon the Land. He tells us, p. 77. He has been informed 
that ſome Clergymen, in their marrying Slaves, uſe the Form preſcribed in 
the Book of Common Prayer, in which Office the Man ſays to the Woman; 
Mitb all ny worldly: Goods T thee endow, —when be and all preſent — . 
that neither of them have, or are e of ee . e in _ B bing 
whatever. Pitts: £2 
Here he carries the Matter a little too far, in faying, That they are not 
capable of having; Property. in any This ng-whatever.. For he who' is now 
a Slave, is certainly capable of being . — iP and of having Property 
in a large Eſtate : And therefore I am humbly of Opinion, that there is no 
Prophaneſs in the Man's ſolemnly promiſing to make his Wife Copartner 
with him in all his worldly: Goods, if ever it:ſhould pleaſe God to beſtow 
an noe} upon him: "VV hieh! Event is mot 10 ene Bee has often 
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Again, He upbraids us; That we lis not the Choice of our - Miniſters. 
And 1 anſwer, there is very good Reaſon for it, viz. Becauſe we don't 
maintain them. And Beggars don't expect to be Chooſers. But all 
W Churches who maintain their > have, ha may - -have, the Li- 
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ADDRESS 7 


| ** chankog, a8. ry 25 any diſſenting Congiegation whatever. 
in thoſe — where the Society ſuppott the Miniſter, thiey are 
always. very willing, to gratify. dare in their Choice, i fi be not very. 


unreaſona Eo 2137; 2115. | EK. Obs 
"As ro chat ide Tale Mr. Hoburs has told. of a. ch Clerfiyman: 
who, would not have ce into thia Country, if he had had but Sve-Shirts, 


Id is eaſy; 1 ae ity the Story LEhave heard of a Ne- England Preſby- 
terian Miniſter, and, Writer againſt the Church, who when he came firſt to 
his Pariſh, Was in ſuch a. ſhiftleſs Pickle, that ſome Women (in is 
2 went about egging Shirts for him: Tho he- has much improved 
Fortune ſince. But Lende etalte: Notice oł 1 1 — 

this childiſh and contemptible Stuff. de nt Ah 
I will come now to a. very. — Queſtion which he has 1 to dar. 
Conſciences, Are you, ſays he, really quilling that New-England: /bould'be-- 
come, in Point of Religion, a Barbados. o Jamaica, Les ae Live: 

the. deciſive Anſwer. P- 70. 101 „ Oba ee at eee 
Jo this my Conſcience anſwers, No: But 1 heartily with, | that Nets 
England was like thoſe: Parts of Old. England, where chere are none but 
Church People; and no Parts of che Earth excells them for what St. James 
calls, pure Religian and undaſiled.——. This Queſtion ſuppoſes, tliat the 
Wikedgeß of thoſe Idands is owing to che Church of England; which 
no Man of Senſe can believe. Did the Inhabitants of thoſt Finds tiniver-" 
fally and: heartily; conform to the Worſhip and Rules of the Church, they 
could. not fail of excelling NEW-ENGLAND in Piety. The Miſery of 
thole Illanders is, That Multitudes of them are of no Religion, and of them 
who. call chemſelves Churchmen, many perhaps have little elſe to ſhew for 
it, but the Name. * it is impoſſible for a particular Ferſon, or People to 
de a more effectual Courſe. to excell in. all chriſtian Virtues, than to be 
hurchmen in Deed, that is, diligently attend on the Worſhip, embrace 
the. Doctrines, and obey. the Laws of the Church. And it is owing to 
nothing elſe; but their being ignorant and not knowing what the Church is, 
.makes any ſerious Souls hate the Church of England, and account: 

-pnformity: to it a looſe: Way.“ 
Mr. Hobart ſays, That in nn to the Chureh, we neither: 

Gl een the King. But I am afraid he diſobeys both, by his — 
mity., To. 7. — in one Particular; you know his preſent-Majeſty was 
pleaſed by our Governour to lay his Command upon all Miniſters, that in 
all. Cllgiit, Litanies and Prayers fon the Royal Family, we ſhould uſe theſe 
Wards, T heir: Reyal- Hig bneſſes:Frederick Prince of Wales, the Princeſs of 
Wales. be Duke, the. Princeſſes, the Iſue of the Prince and Princeſs of 
Wales, and all the Royal. Family. rt as far as I can learn, your Mi- 


niſters 


28 gens 8 
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ed Pep of New. Bupland. 


niſters never uſs:theſe Wond in any Cie or Zhinhyer, För they füppoſe 
it is unlawful to uſe a Form of Prayer ampoſed upon them b Hoch 1 2 
Power on Earth: And ſo malce Conſcience of Globeying both God 92 
the King. 1 
He inſiſts very: atherically opon ut Topic; That in cofifortning 

| the Church, we don't grow more religiotis; he inſtägeih in $7, 574. 
the oldeſt Miſſion in Connecticut, and aſks, What pood Effetts bas it pro- 
duced in Stratford? Will it be pretended that the People in general are be- 


come more ſober, and ſeriouſly religious ? ro there fewer Prayerleſs Families 
r there were thirty Years ago? p. 13 


This appears to me, but a weak and | anfarisfatory Way of reaſoning : 
And I wonder any Man of Senſe ſhould think it worth publiſhing. For it 
goes upon this Suppoſition, That it is not worth while to exchange a 

mean and deſpicable Way of Worſhip, for one which is infinitely more ex- 
cellent, unleſs the Eachionge will make People good and virtuous in eve 

Reſpect ; which is evidently a falſe Principle. It. is Reaſon enough to 
make an Exchange, if it will make us much better in ſome Reſpects, and 
no worſe in any. i 
It is a vulgar Error which Mr. Hobart infiſts much upon, viz. That 
muſt be the beſt Way of Religion, the Profeſſors of which livg the beſt 
Lives. But a Man may with half an Eye ſee,” that this is not true. The 
Jews in Chriſt's Day were generally a very wicked People; yet rofeſſed 
the only true Religion. Some Hereticks have lived very Lives. 
And ſome Men who have the juſteſt Notions of Religion, are very bad in 
their Morals. The Quakers generally are more innocent and inoffenſive, 
more free from Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Luxury, and all Extravagancy, 
than any other Sort of Diſſenters. They are the molt remarkable fort their 
Gravity, Sobriety and Charity amongſt themſelves, and brotherly Love. 
How common is it for Men not to live up to the Truth they believe, but 
hold it in Unrighteouſneſs: And therefore if we act up to this Principle, 
it will lead us into the groſeſt Hereſies and /Schiſms. Many of the religi- 
gious Orders in the Church of Rome far exceed Proteſtants in Auſterities, 
Self- Denial, and Devotion. Herice they advance it as an Argument a- 
gainſt us, chat they Papiſts live better Lives than we Proteſtants do;  there- 
fore their's is the beſt Religion. The Novatians, thoſe Sc] jſmaticks 
the primitive Church, called themſelves the Pure, 6, ans ; ioſe 
of thecatholick' Church they called the Carnal. And they Na tally. ex- 
ceed other Chriſtians. in the Strictneſs of their Dilffpline. And indeed it is 
no new * — for Schiſm Na ticks to ene to- greater Purity than others, 
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085 and ſhe what we have 
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has id i home mon Con 


But ſeeing, h 


1. I have by this Change gained perfect Satifattion i in my own A Con- 
icience, that I have now Authority from Chriſt to a& in his Name; and as 
balador - Whereas had I remained with you, and had the ſame 


fear I ſhould have periſhed in the Gainſaying of Core, Jude 1117 
2. J. have gained a vaſtly better Way of worſhipping Gop. I confeſs, 


SE I came into the Church, it was not ſo much from a Senſe of the Ex- 
cellency of the Liturgy, as from the Conſideration of the Neceſſity of a 


regular Ordination; but now that I have experienced it, I find ſo much 


more of the Spirit of Devotion in the Uſe of it, that it is not eaſy to be 


expreſt. And I verily believe, that there is ſcarce One- in a Hundred of 
the diſſenting Miniſters, if they had made the ſame Tryal, but would be of 
my Mind. It is want of E Xperience chat! is the only Cauſc of Averfion bu 
the Liturgy. 

I have — * A 2 Notion of Chriſtianity by the Churck, thin I 
ever could learn by the Diſſenters. In particular, Such are the ſhocking 
Abſurdities of Calvini/m, as it is taught in moſt diſſenting Meetings, that 


I believe Thouſands, as well as I, may thank God, that by the Doctrine 


of the CRurch they have been preferved. from Deſpair on the one Hand, 


and Scepticilm - and - Infidelity on the others In laying: theſe Things, I 
don't judge, cenſure or condemn your Miniſters, or mean to inſinuate 


that they cannot be ſaved : For that is a Sin of Ignorance in another which 
in me would be a damning Crime. And I am ſo far from judging, that 


you cannot be ſaved in your Way, tho? erroneous, that I believe that even 
the. Papiſts may be ſaved, 450 as by Fire; yet would not I be a r 


tho? Salvation is to them poſſible, for the World. 
But to return, He ſuppoſes, there is as much Hake, Uncleanneſs, 


Quarrelling, and Swearing in Stratford, as there was before the Worſhip of 


the Church of En ngland. was, ſet 1 G. there. Now ſuppoſing this to be ſo, 
yet if they who. 5 to the C urch, worſhip God much more decently, 


and devoutly, and are better inſtructed in Chriſtianity than they were be- 


fore; and if many of them are in all Reſpects better Chriſtians than other- 
wile they would Bare been, and even their diſſenting Neighbours, have 
made greater Proficiency in chriſtian Knowledge e is to be found in 
thoſe 5 5 of the Land, where the Church of. England has never come 3 


All which Things I am perſuaded are true 7 then they have made a opt 
| good Exchange. | 


I believe; you wat perceive, the bee 
an Independent manage it — a Preſbyterian. Stratford was firſt ſet- 


the Matter as I now have and (I think ) catnot help but have, 1 


tled 


tled by Independents after moſt bitter quarrelling for ſome Years; the 
Preſbyterians got the Aſcendent. Thirty Years after this Change, an In- 
dependent might, with the ſame Reaſon, challenge the Preſpyterians, as 


Mr. Hobart vapours over us. He might uſe the ſame Argument, and 
ſay, What good Effect bas this Change produced? Are there: fewer 


prayerleſs. Families than there were formerly? Is there leſs Pride and 
Extravagance 2—If all theſe Queſtions muſt be anſwered in the - negative, 


then the Change has done no Good. Whereas it is impoſſible for any 


Man to know what Degree of Virtue may be the Effect of ſuch a Change. 
If the Change be from. Error to Truth, that is a ſufficient Reaſon to make 
it. God only knows what practical Effects it may have on the Hearts of 
Men. Beſides when the Change is once made, it may laſt for many Hun- 
dred Years, and that Seed which the pious Society have ſowed in Strat- 
ford may yield Fruit in many Generations to come; and in many Places 
beſides Stratford. And tho? it be ſmall as a Muſtard-ſeed now, yet in 
preſent Generations it may become as a great Tree. We muſt do our 
future Duty, and leave the Succeſs to God. E 5 
He argues, That the Society have ſpent many Thouſand Pounds in 


vain upon Stratford, there being now as much Wickedneſs committed in 


that Place, as there was before they open'd a Miſſion there. And by the 
ſame Argument I can prove, that we in Fairfield have expend&- many 
Thouſands in vain upon Mr. Hobart: For in this Town there is as much 
Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Uncleanneſs, and Quarrelling, and as many prayer- 
leſs Families, as there were before he came here. N 
. Laſtly, In Anſwer to his Challenge, I ſeriouſly declare, as I have been 


both..a-Diſſenter and a Churchman, ſo I have had the Opportunity to be 


intimately acquainted with Numbers of both Perſuaſions, and I know ma- 
ny Perſons who, having been bred Diſſenters, have for ſome Years paſt 
Joined in Communion with the Church, and theſe Perſons, as far as I can 
diſcern, have greatly improved in Virtue by the Change; and do very 
much excel any Diſſenters I ever knew in true Godlineſs. I would not 
have publiſhed this Obſervation, had not his unfeemly-. Boaſting and; Chal- 
lenging compelled me to it. And it would be very ſtrange if it ſhould 
not be ſo, for Chriſtianity, as taught in the Church, has a much greater 
Tendency to make Men excel in Virtue, than as it is taught generally in 


| — I conclude, I will preſume to offer a Word or two of Advice to 
Mr. Hobart, for which I ſhall make no Apology, he having taken a much 
greater Freedom with his Betters. The firſt is, That when he writes a- 
gain to aſſert nothing for Truth, which he himſelf and we all know to be 
falſe, nor to advance that for an Argument, which he knows is none. I 
give him not this Advice meerly becauſe it is wicked to do fo, but becauſe 
| it 
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As AppRESS to the 


it is impolitic and imprudent. For when we perceive that his Deſigh is 3 
to deceive and cheat us into his own Opinion, and what he eſteems Right, C 
it will prejudice us againſt any good Arguments which. he may have in ol 
{tore for us. Thus when he refers us to the famous Story of the Nag mn 
Head Conſecration, we think it is impoſſible but that he ſhould know that it © 
is an impudent Falſhood, becauſe the Author from whom he had it tells * 
him ſo, and proves it. 8 WWA 
So, when he tells us, The Parliament unmade the Biſhops, and therefore 
Laymen may make Biſhops, as well as unumake them. We think he can- 
not be ſo weak, as to ſuppoſe the Parliament did ſo much as pretend to 
unmake them. So when he tells us, There is no Diſcipline at all in our 
Churches, and many ſuch Things, which we conſtantly fee are not ſo, tho? 
he might have a good Meaning, becauſe he intended to ſerve a good Cauſe, 
yet it was imprudently done; becauſe every Body, who knows any Thing 
of the Matter, knows the contrary to be true. And therefore tho? it may 
tickle the Fancies of ſome Zealots to hear a great many ſcandalous Stories 
of the Church and Churchmen; yet will it not convince one underſtanding 
Churchman, but rather prejudice him againſt your Cauſe. - 32 
Again, I deſire that he would not call that a great Crime in one of us, 
which he accounts a Virtue in one of his own Party. Thus he - repreſents 
it, as a great Wickedneſs in a Churchman not to go to Meeting, when he 
has not an Opportunity to go to Church. And yet it is well known, that 
a Diſſenter is not the worſe but better eſteemed for never going to 40 
Church, tho he often might do ſo, when he has not an Opportunity of | tt 
going to Meeting. I well remember, while 1 was a Difſeniter;' I was at an th 
Aſſociation or Meeting of Miniſters, - who jointly wrote a Letter to the ag 
t to go to the Worſhip of the 4 
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good People of New-England. 45 


ad as to thoſe who were once of them, but now have joined in 
Communion with the Church of England, if he would have convicted ſuch 
of Schiſm, he ſhould have proved, that they had no Reaſon for ſo doing; 
and that neither the miniſterial Authority, nor the Worſhip, nor Doctrine 
of tha Church is preferable to that of the Diſſenters. Now, has he done 
any Thing like this? No: Indeed as to the apoſtolic Authority of the En- 
gliſh Biſhops, he has attempted to prove that they have none, but what 
Laicks gave them, when they unmade ſome Biſhops, and made others; 
and neee that they are in the ſame State with the new-engliſh Bi- 
ſhops." And if the Caſe be really ſo, this may unite us all: For the Conſe- 
quand is unavoidable, if the Succeſſion has been broken, and the apoſtoli- 
caliPower-lpſt, then neither the Biſhops of Old- England, nor thoſe of New- 
England, are Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, or have any Right to act in Chriſt's 

Name, and therefore we may e'en all turn Seekers, and wait for the Com- 


ing of new Apoſtles. And as for the other two general Reaſons of out. 


coming into the Church, viz. The Excellency of it's Worſhip and Doc- 
trine, he has not offered one Word by Way of Objection. I therefore now 


appeal to you to-judge, if 2 more can be needful to clear us from 
his Charge of Schiſm. 


pen the Whole, I can't but admire che ſingular Courage of this Wri- 
ter; The Church he calls a Separation, wicked Schiſm and Faction; and 
yer His Majeſty King GEORGE is at the Head of this Faction and Schiſm, 
and: confequently is thee Arch-Schiſmatick, having ſworn to maintain it in 
tkis Country as well:as in England: As you may ſee in the Appendix. 
Ta hear a conſident Schiſmatick make ſuch an awful Clamour of Schiſm 
againſt his Neighbours, becauſe they have repented of real Schiſm, and 
are returned to the Unity of the Church: This, to uſe their own Words, 
is with me all perfect Farce and Comedy. 

I am not inſenſible, that fome People will reproach the Doctrines I have 
now advanced, by calling them the peculiar Tenets of High-Flyers, and 
ſay, that the former excellent Biſhops of our Church held no ſuch Notions 3 
for this Reaſon J have choſen to tranſeribe ſo much from Biſhop Beveridge, 
who is much and juſtly eſteemed by the Preſbyterians in this Country, and 
with whoſe Words I ſhall conclude this Addreſs. * Thus ſpake that pious 
Biſhop, * -Let any one that hath a due Senſe of Religion, and a real De- 
< ſize of "Happineſs, let ſuch a one make Trial of our Church, but for one 
Tear; let him conſtantly read the Scriptures, in the Method that ſhe 

& preſcribes ; let him conſtantly uſe the CommonPrayer, according to her 
< Directions; let him conſtantly obſerve all her Faſts and holy Days; - 


jet him receive the Saerament as often as 5 ſhe is ready to adminiſter it; 
e 0 _ 1 
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* and perform whatever elſe ſhe hath been pleaſed to command; let any Man, 
* Ifay, do this, and then let him be againſt our Church if he can: Tam con- 
** fident, he cannot. But our Miſcry is, that none of thoſe who are out 
* of our Church, and but few of thoſe that are in it, will make the Experi- 


« ment : And that is the Reaſon: that) thoſe are ſo violent againſt her, and 


= cle jo indifferent: far he.. nod pdt i d 
And again, This is, ( fays he) a Church ſo exactly conformable to 
** the Catholick in all Things, that none can ſeparate from her without 
making a Schiſm inChriſt's myſtical Body, and conſequently endangering, 


the Salvation of his own Soul. A Church ſo far exceeting that of Rome 


and Geneva, that would either Papiſts or Sectaries lay aſide their Preju- 
* dices, and impartially conſider what our Church is, and compare it with 
their own, they would need no other Arguments to perſuade them to re- 
e turn unto her, and to live and die in conſtant Communion with her. 
* A Church, to ſay no more, as orthodox tin it's Doctrine, as regular in 


it's Diſcipline, as grave and ſolemn in it's Warſhip, as agreable to the 


* Scripture Rules, as well accommodated to the whole Deſign of the Goſ- 


<< pel for the bringing of Souls to Heaven, as any Chuch in the whole 


«© World. 


And ſpeaking of Schiſm, He ſays, As for Schiſm, they certainly ha- 
© zard their Salvation at a ſtrange Rate, who ſeparate themſelves from 
<* ſucha Church as our's is, wherein the apoſtolical Succeſſion, the Root 
„of all chriſtian Communion, hath been ſo entirely preſerved, and the 
& Word and Sacraments are ſo effectually adminiſtred ; and all to go into 


% ſuch Aſſemblies and Meetings as can have no Pretence to the great 
% Promiſe, 


< as, in the private Meetings, where their Teachers have no Apoſtolical, 


4 or Epiſcopal Impoſition of Hands, they have no Ground to pretend to 
& ſucceed the Apoſtles, nor by Conſequence any Right to the Spirit which 
e our Lord here. promiſeth ; without which, altho they preach their 
« Hearts out, I do not ſee what ſpiritual Adyantage can accrue to their 
« Hearers by it. And therefore whatever they may think of it, for my own. 
ce Part, I would not be without this Promiſe of our Saviour for;all the World, 
as knowing, that not only my ſelf, but the whole catholick Church is highly 
ce concerned im it, it being; by virtue of this Promiſe, that the Churchis conti- 
cc nually acted, guided & aſſiſted by theSpirit of God, and ſo the ordinary Means 
<« of Grace are made effectual to Salvation; which otherwiſe: would be of no 


*. 


oy Force or Efficacy at all — 


ce needs run a very great. Hazard, who cut themſelves off from qur*s, and. by 
er themſelves un- 


capable 


Conſequence from the catholick, Church, and ſo rend 


'ro Matth. xxviii. 20. And lo I am with you alway,” even to tb 
« End of the World. For it is manifeſt, that this Promiſe was made only. 
e to the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors to the End of the World. Where- 
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6 M's 


Lg PETTY of reveiving any Benefit from this Promiſe, or from the Means 


of Grace which they do, or may enjoy. 


— Upon theſe therefore, and ſuch like Conſiderations, I humbly ad- 
e viſe and beſeech you all, in the Name of Chriſt your Saviour, and as 
you tender your Salvation by him, that you would not hearken unto 
* thoſe, who go about to ſeduce you from our Church; but that you 
« would continue firm and faithful to it. For fo long as you do fo, I 
dare undertake for you, that you are in the ready Way to Heaven. 
“ But if you once forſake that, e you _ next go, I know not; 
no, nor you neither. 
But when J ſpeak of your ming Pon md faithful to our Church, 
i do not mean, that you ſhould only talk high for her, much leſs in- 
e veigh againſt her Adverſaries, or damn all thoſe who are not of her 
«© Communion. - For this is contrary to the divine and apoſtolical Spirit 
« that is in her. Which is a Spirit of Meekneſs and Soberneſs and Charity. 
<« But my Meaning is, That you firmly believe whatſoever ſhe, from the 
« Word of God, propounds as an Article of Faith, and faithfully perform 
<« whatſoever ſhe, from the ſame Word, requires as a neceſſary Duty 
<« to God, or Man; and by Conſequence, fo live in the Communion of 


our Church. as to live up to the Rules and Conſtitutions of it. 


-< And oh! That all who profeſs to be of our Church, whereſoever they 


are, would for the future do ſo! What a holy, what a happy People 


% ſhould we thenbe? How pious towards God, how loyal to our Sovereign, 
e howjuſt & charitable towards all Men? This would be the Way to con- 


* vince our Adverſaries, of their Errors & Miſtakes, when they ſee how tar 


ce we excel them in Virtue & good Works. And this would be the Way too, 
<. to ſecure our Church againſt all the Attempts that Men or Devils can make 
* upon her. For then our Lord himſelf would delight to dwell among 
“ us, and always be preſent with us, not only by his Spirit, but by his 
« Power too. And if he be with us, We need not fear what Fleſh can do 
* againſt us; ſo that we may lay it down as a moſt certain Truth, That 
* our Church can never be deſtroyed but by itſelf. For if we do not firſt 
<« fail of performing our Duty unto him, beſure Chriſt will never fail of 
“performing his Promiſe unto us. But how proud, how malicious ſoever 
% our Adverſaries are, and whatſoever Deſigns they may carry on againſt 
« us; He that ſitteth in the Heavens, will laugh them to ſcorn, our Lord 
<& will have them in Deriſion: He will abate their Pride, and aſſuage their 
1 Malice, or elſe confound their Devices, ſo as to make them fall them- 
« ſelves into the ſame Pit that they dig for others. And notwithſtanding 
< all their Endeavours to the contrary, ! he will ſettle our Church upon 
“ ſuch. F oundations, that the Gates of Hell itſelf ſhall never be able to 
25 ral againſt it.” 4 ME N. 
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Reverend STIR, | 1 | t | 


MATE L, TH O' 1 had intimated in my ps "ſet 
before the Engliſhman dire2ed, 8c. that I preſented the 
* Publick with That, inſtead of any further Rejoinder to 
ﬆ what Mr. Hobart ſhould reply to my Vindication, as ſup- 

> poling, that the multiplying Controverſies needleſly, tends 
BY to diflerve Religion; A ſteaming the calm difpaſfionate 
3 — and very perſpicuous Manner of treating the 
rrant Queſt ions laid down in that ſmall Treatiſe, to be of ſingular 
Ui, to eſtabliſh Men of inquiſitive Diſpoſitions, in the true Grounds" of 
chriſtian Practice; which would effectually obviate the Objections againſt 
the Conftitution of the Church of England, which Mr. Hobart's Sermon 
had advanced, my Vindication attempted to an ſever, and the proper Buſi- 
nofs of his Reply ſhould have been to ſuppart: Yet, as his Addreſs has 
rambled into new Topicks of Difpute, and 1] ends elf much in Preach- 
ments, to affect the Minds of ignorant ; in which his violent Ex- 
hortations proceed upon Suppoſitions of very important Paints, not proved 
by probable, much leſs concluſive Arguments; I had begun a ſecond 
Vandication of the Profeſſors of- che Church of Englund, againſt the Miſ- 
repreſentations of that Addreſs; but have laid i afide, upon Information 
df your having prepared for the Prefs, ſome Antidote the Influ- 
ence of thoſe Miſrepreſentations of the Church of England; and the State 
ef Religion in this Country. By the Information you give me of the Na- 
ture of your Performance, I ſhall not trouble my ſelf to purſue What Thad 
undertaken. Bur if you have Room for any Additions, - and think the 
I Hints will be of any Service, I ſubmit them to your Direction. 
2 J obſerve chat a great Part of Mr. Hobart's Addreſs, is very fore 
any Purpoſe of vindicating his Sermon; and all his Arguments Fam 


en and Inexpedrency might be ſpared where neceflary Dey 5 
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{ted on both Sides: for Neceftry-muft always take ee nog | 

And if he proves it our necefiary ꝛo de of their Communion, that 
one Point will be fufftcient; or, if we cant be true and  Chrif- 
tans, without ſubmitting tothe national Conſtiturion, it will be but: a poor 
to daffuade us from our ; by telling us preſbyterian Re- 
hgion is the cheapeſt and pays more liments to Peoph e*s Tibertiey 
and Inclinations. His defamarory Narratives may pleaſe little Minds, but 
affect no Point in diſpute ; fo that. expoſing the Falſhood or Miſreprefen- 
tation of them is not worth much Labour, but for the Honour of hie 
Youcher for ſome of them, tis Pity but the ſcandalous Ignoranee ef forne 
People, trained up after the Manner that Multitudes in the Country are, 
without ever hearing the Scripture read in their publick Meetings, ſhould 
have a ſhort Remark, whom he repreſents, as calling Mr. Dickinſor's read- 
ing the Scriptures Popery, and for that, leaving the Meeting to conform to 
the Church, p. 116. By Converſation with theMen thus ſcandakzed, I find 
them to have made fuchlmprovement ſince they have come over totheChutrch; 
that they are now Men of good Senſe, and underſtand Religion ſo well as to 
give this Reaſon for being offended at Mr. Dictinſens Conduct, viz. That he 
took upon him to innovate in Matters relating to the publick Service; and by 
fo fu 


ddenly, after his coming among them, attempting and forcing this Alte- 
ration in the Face of their Service, wlich carried a Condemnation with it, of 
their former Practice, and that of the whole Country, indicated his Claim 
to arbitrary Power, and was ſuch a Uſurpation upon the People's Liber- 
ty, and Copartnerſhip in the Power of governing, that they juſtly eſteemed 
t a Step to Popery z and could not telt how faſt his arbitrary Proceeding 
and innovating Inclination might carry him thither. He has alſo gr alf 
ented Part of a Converſation between Mr. Dictinſon and me, con- 
eerning St. Paul's Practice in attending the Worſhip of the Ji 5 
gogues; an Imitation of which, under like Circumftances, I preferred in- 
deed to joining with any Sectaries, whoſe Aſſemblies were unlawful, as I 
eſteemed his. And I don't ſee Reafon to alter my Opinion. And for 
the Juſtneſs of this Repreſentation, I can bring Men to teſtify, of better 
| — than Mr. Hobart*s Voucher, for this and ſome other of his 
Tittle-Tattles. Men that have never done Pennance in publick Congre- 
gations for lying and defaming. 
I could give you ſome Paſſages from a Confeſſion ſome Years ago, ſent 
me from Spring eld, which had been publickly read in ſeveral Meetings, 
the publiſhing of which with the Subſcriber's Name in Capitals, would 
bring a Bluſh upon Mr. Hobart's Voucher for ſome of his tattling Stories; 
but J reſerve: them in petio againſt a proper Occaſion, hoping fuch a Hint 
ow, awaken proper Reflections, in that Author of Scandal, and be an Ad- 
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the Prejudice of ſuch Characters as are better than his Own. 


2. Inſtead of reflecting upon himſelf, Mr. Hobart has repenthd, nt of, 


fered to juſtify, all the ill-natur'd Things he had ſaid of the Church of Eng- 
land in his Sermon, without Provecation from any Man, and yet complains 
of my treating his Reverence diſreſpectfully, when I ſaid a Rebuke for his 
Inſolence, was a proper Anſwer to his Aifreſpedtful. Treatment of all the 
wiſe and good Governors of our Church, and even his falſe Repreſentation 
of our Canons and the Office of Ordination ; 3 he has the Confidence to 
juſtify; after ſo plain and evident a Detection as my Vindication, &c. con- 
tained. , - His Quibbling and Tergiverſations upon this Point are very re- 
markable ; and my Conſcience, to which he refers me, P. 100. ſuggeſts no 
Reparation at all due to his Character; which before appeared to be that 
of a Slanderer, and now an obſtinate one. He had ſaid; the Preſbyters of 
the Church of England did not receive Power to preach by: their Ordina- 
tion: The Words I cited from the Office of Ordination, he now grants, 
are ſufficiently deſcriptive of that Power, which before he had ſaid they did 
not give, p. 98. but yet is too obſtinate to own that he had at all miſ- 
repreſented the Matter: He finds, he pretends, a Contradiction between 
our Canons and the Office of Ordination; and ſays, tis my Bufineſs, and 
not his, to reconcile them, p. 98. This Reconciliation is eaſily made, by 
obſerving that Ordination gives Authority to preach, when and whereſo- 
ever a Perſon is lawfully called thereto, and neither is or ought ever to be 
other ways. The Canons are the Church's Laws, or Rules of Diſcipline, 
Which properly direct and regulate the man of that Power and Autho- 
ity which Ondination gives the Being of. So that if the Canons forbid a 
ſiniſter's preaching in any Dioceſe until he procures a Licenſe from the 


Biſnop of ſuch Dioceſe; altho' ſuch Minifter as has not obtained that Li- 


cence, may be ſaid not to be legally qualified, or to have a legal Right of 
preaching in ſuch Dioceſe, yet he may have and actually has from the 
Time of his Ordination, a true ſpiritual Power & Authority; not to make 
Confuſion, not to commit any Diſorder, or to do any Thing contrary to 
God's Will, or the good Order of the Church, but to preach regularly in 
God's Name, and inſtruct the People of whatever Congregation ſhall at 
any Time be lawfully committed to his Charge; in order to which a Licenſe 
muſt be obtained, for conformity to the wholſome and good Orders of the 
Church: And it need not ſeem a ſtrange Thing, for the Being of Power 
and Authority to exiſt in a Subject, where the Exerciſe of that Power is 
reſtrained by a ſuperior Power, to any one who conſiders that the Au- 
thority our Saviour gave to the Apoſtles by their Commiſſion, Matth. 
3, 418. To teach all Nations, &c. 1 98 were not to exerciſe, till further 
mo oe, qualifyed 


- Gnanilth6n to him, how cautious. he ought to be of niſtepreſenting ran, to 
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_ qualifyed by thoſe via Gifts) which they were to wait at Feruſalem 
for; and did not receive till the Day of Pentecaſt, which furniſhed them 
both with further Abilities and Credential, and may be eſteemed as their 
Licenſe from the Head of the Church Catholick, to — a Power they 
had received by their Ordination ſome Time before. Another Inſtance of 
reſtraining the Exerciſe of Power by wholſome Rules, I might give in St. 
Paul's Rules laid down for the Prophets, 1 Cor. xiv. That while one was 
ſpeaking the reſt ſnould be ſilent, and might afterwards ſpeak, if they had 
Revelations, one by one, becauſe God was not the Author of Confusion: 
So that altho* Revelations from God, might be their Right to propheſy or 
preach, it would give them none to be diſorderly; and I ſhould-think; 
after a Prophet was obliged to keep bis Revelation in ſilence, till it might be 
orderly for him to deliver it, no Man of Senſe would ſay, his Right to prophe- 
ſy was not from his being a Prophet, or having a Revelation, but from his 
keeping Silence till the Apoſtle's Rule permitted him to ſpeak; and yet juſt 
ſo much Senſe there is in u Mr: Hobart's reaſoning from the Reſtrictions of 
our Canons, that the Power to preach comes from Compliance with the 
Rule in obtaining the Biſhop's Licenſe; and not from the Ordination which 
in expreſs Words gives the Power. 

To juſtify his Falf fication, in ſaying, that by the Conaine) of our Church, 
6 any Man mighti be ordained; that underſtands Latin, has a Preſentation 
« to a Living, and is not ſcandalous; for which he cited Canon 34. 
(and ſince he juſtifys it Upon ound Thoughts, Nan Nierce Rane be 
out of the Queſtion. Y 37) . | Te 

He brings ſeveral Canons to few that Ability to preach i is not required 
in all Caſes as a, Qualification for Miniſters to be ordained, p. 96. 97. 
But what is this, and all he has offered in palation to it, to the Det. of 
his Juſtification '? - . e ar 

If he had only bid in his Sermon chat upon Gine Occaſions the Canons 
of the Church: —_ the Ordination of Men to the Miniſtry, not qualifyed 
to be Preachers, who nevertheleſs; are required to baptize, adminiſter the 
Lord's-Supper, teach the People by catechizing and reading the Homilies, 
that is, Sermons, approved and appointed by Authority; no Body would 
have charged him with Prevarication, nor would ſuch a Repreſentation 
have been eſteemed a Reproach to our Church; ſuch a Care for the whol- 
ſome Inſtruction of the People, would have. been highly approved, by the 
moſt wife and judicious in the Country, who are not of our Communion: 
| Many ſuch I have known to diſapprove the Practice of permitting the Pul- 
pits to raw and ignorant Youths, Birds not fledg*d, with the Shell upon 
their Heads, whoſe Diſcourſes upon Matters ſublime and abſtruſe, are far 
from * profitable to the Hearers. Nay, . If judicious, inſtructiye Sermons 


were 


. 
n 


—— We; a+ 
® & 8 4.2 
36 K 
Es eee 
—— 

8 2 *. N 


32 


5 
. 3 
W 
WY 
£ \ 
41 
1 f 
PE; 
(4 : 
+ <2 
14 2 
 Y 
45. 
© it 
1 
5 
R a 
0 4 
F | 
[1 + 
8 . 
8 
24 4 
* 
; 4 
RES 
'* . 
os 
N $4 
Pug 1 
1 
15 15 
\-. 
- 4 
ol 
4 15 
i 
= 
BY 
£30 
=_ 
' 
7 3 
1 > 
; x 
3 
i 34 
} "#4 
2 
1 27 
4 19 
1 
j . 
> * 
bi 7 
j 
5. 
j 
9 2 
dest 


by =—- TS, OILED n 
g. E 
2 „ b | © ET” E324 k 
— ry Ec oe vert 22 ey + 2 - —— ener 5 
ow K 35 ry Ds e R 
Fas Senn Ny — 
/ 


Article Mr. Hobart and marry e 


c * — — 
Q L * * —x wy A 
1 1 = b FEN * „ 
3 * A 2288 er * . _— * — - 
* _—_— SO <> ICHFTES I C nn 

— m TERED — r 2 * 7 - 1504 Tons” 215 96-. 20 ©". OSLO 2 
2 N n p + ng Nr — , 
NS mg 3 — LH ne - ——_ 4 — — K ͤ re oe EC A 

pn 
4 


PEB ˙ rr 
8 2 woe ell be + 
"2. BS 3 LE RR IEG 
: AE WES: Bf 
F 
1 £ 
— — 4 1 r 
n 9 — ** — * 


1 * * * * ; a a 0 . 
ds „ * X. - 
„ 5 12 
ir many of the C 


AJ F 


would the Deſign of inſtructing the People be anfwered, than by ſuch Diſ- 


courſes as are genuinely repreſented hy that Imitation of One, who is not 


to be eſteemed of the meaner Sort of Preachers, made by one of Mr. Ho- 
Barts Feilom- Ealourer upon chat Text, Abraham was an bundre Years 
ald, wherr his Sau Iſaac tac born. © But as defaming in any Cafe is deten, 
and the Malignity aggravated from the Dignity of he Oe, Fcould not 
put a ſoſter Name upon his-poſitive Declaration concerning our gath Canon, 


which after all his Quibblings and Pergiwerſations, will appear to have been 
Blfifyed,' by ahy one that 1 with the Canon 
in ſelf which be the Subſtance of in theſe Words, vi. #4 No Biſhop 

<. ſhall henceforth admit any Perſon, &. deſiring: 


to be a Deacon, un- 
*%; leſs /Twenty-three Years. old: z and to be a Prieſt, Twenty- four Years 
. compleat, and hath taken ſome Degree of School, S4. — or at the 


_ © feaſt A ep he: do able to yield-an Aecount of his Faith in Latin, aceor- 
| approved, c. and to confirm 
a the ſame by fufficient Rear chores criptures, S. 


ing to the Articles of Religion 


| Here it may- be obſerved, TS CORY - : 
. TheDi dd 80 Mani ander Twengy-chree Lees of Agr, 


Ki a 2 as Mri- Hobart afferts'; not N w 14 n 


Tears as Mr. H--4's Scheme may admit to the Fulpits.. et 
2. If we go tothe Ioweſt Qualification, atleaſt, the Cantlickre mut 
able to yield an Account of his Faith in Latin, according 


Latin, Basa Preſen to #1; andi id not | 

aſſerted : He'muft be able eb pive forne Account — Articles 
of Religion in our Church, which many of Mr. Hobart's Fall Labonreri 
eamt do, though they may have often heard of the 30 Articles. Theſe 
Articles muſt de His Faith ; therefore not amy Man, vrho dont believe 
the Churelv's- Power” to deeree. Rites and Ceremonies," Sc. Fhis xxth 


Fach even in Englih-; and therefore not any Man, not Vir. Hobart; 
could be ordained according to the- loweſt Qualification mentioned in this 


Canon, nor any Perſon that refuſes to yield an Account of his Fan in my 


etfice but the Words of Serzpene ; whith Sert of Cretde, mh zin 


Soriniams among the diſſenting Teachers,” are, of late, ſo zealous in recorn- 


mending. Hut beſides Ort bodosy, this Canon requires at the leaſt, an A. 
bittty to confirm theſe Articles approved, by ſufficient Teſtimonies from 
Seripture: This is what any Mon har undlerſtands Latin can't be faid to 
have” Ability for: Nev; ir ir amounted to no Here t an che leaßt Mr. As. 


BELIVE bart 


Hamailies,” and required to be read by repo reach | how: den — 


to the Articles of 


Rehgjon approved, &e. therefore not gen Ar that only - underftands 


hers could net yield an Accoumtof as their | 
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hart pretends is implied. in that Paragraph 4 fo that; at leaft this Canas re- 

quires a great deal more than M. od art affirms: With what Intent he 

made, and ſince | to juſtify, this Milrepreſernation, let the Warld 
and cenſure him or me as they find Reaſon. } 

The main in which every Perſtm is * . 
to have righitiy determined, is, Mhether: e Church of Eng/and Coromu- 
nion ought. to be embraced. by. all che P "af hräkanity that arr 
Members of the Exgliſhb Nation ? particularly in New-Zngland ? This I 
affirmed in my Vindication, and advanced fame fhew of Reafoning to prove 
it. Mr. EHiobart on the other Fand, charges Schi very heavily and aw- 
fully upon all that conform. — — an New-England, 
becauſe they leave true and regular Chnitan Churches, exactly agreable co 
the Word of God, and ſignally owned by, him, m embrace a very unper- 
fect Conſtitution; the introducing of which ingo the Country trads to much 
Evil and Miſchief... 

The heinous Guik and Miſchiefof Shim nan granite ae 
Door it lies, is the Point to be determined: Amd the Determination will 


follow the Reſolution of the above; Whether it be the Duty of 
Engliſonen in New-England to be of the Communion of our national 
Church; and in order thereto to leave the Communian of all ſack Societies 
as have formed themſelves arbitrarily, independent on, and in Contempt 
and Oppoſition to our Epiſcopal: Conſtitution ? [The man Objection a- 
gainſt the Conſtitution af the Church of Euglaud, that needs Attention in 
this Controverfy with Mr. Hobart is, That there is an Oppoſition be- 
< tween the State of che Miniſtry deſcribed an the New-Teftament, and 
< the State of it in the Church of England, p. Bo. The Sum of the 
Obection is, that in the New-Teftament we find 2 Parity inſtitutetl among 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel z and therefore the — — of Biſhops in our 
Church, renders Conformity unlawful ; and reſtormg Equality among 
Nm, being = Complance wh Dary, Juitiies the Form of their neli- 
gious So und renders ech ee eee thees. 
ä "The-Borthen-of — Caſs: ought in all Reaſon to lye upon the 
Diſſenters from the Church: Upon all, whether in Old- England or New- 
England, whether they — to be Diflenters or not, whale Pre- 
tenfrons toRega in their preſentSituation;upen which they juſtify them- 
— — — from them asSchifmaticks, depends entirely 
upon the Truth of this Aſſertion of Theirs, that there is an Oppoſitzan be- 
tween the State of the Miniſtry deſcribed in the New-Teſtament, and the 
State of it in the Church of Eugland: i. e. One Order in the Miniſtry, in 
which Equality is eſſential, is the State of the Miniſtry deſcribed in the 
99 ane yarn eee eee. 
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is the State of the Miniſtry in the Church of England; Submiſſion to which 
is ſinful, particularly for Miniſters in this Country, p. 79. The preſent 
State of the Miniſtry in the Church of England objected againſt, was in- 
corporated into the Conſtitution of the Engliſn Nation, before any Objections 
of this kind were invented or thought of. Our preſent national Form of 


Government by Biſhops as ſuperior to Preſpyters has Poſſeſſion to plead, 


and Preſcription, from Time immemorial: It is not a Form of Government 
that England alone has taken up, but all the chriſtian Churches in the 
whole World have had the ſame; not one chriſtian Nation can be named, 
who have not owned the Inequality now diſputed; the Denial of it by 
Aerius has been condemned as Hereſy; and the moſt famous Churches in 
the World can ſhew a regular Succeſſion of their Biſhops from their firſt 
embracing the Chriſtian Religion, many of them from the Apoſtles, who 
ordained and appointed their firſt Biſhops; ſo that the Sinfulneſs of this 
Subjection to Biſhops, if it be ſinful, has infected the pureſt Churches in 
the pureſt-Ages of Chriſtianity; which ſhould induce modeſt Men to ſpeak 
tenderly of it, and ſuſpect their own Miſtakes in the Manner of arguirig 
from whence they infer Concluſions, that condemn the Generation of 


God's Children and beſt Saints that the World has known. And yet, if 


our Adverſaries can bring ſufficient Proofs. from Scripture, to ſupport 
their Aſſertion of ſuch a Settlement of Zquality by Chrift and his Apoſtles 
as they plead for, we will yield them the Argument thus far, come into 
their Scheme of Equality, and endeavour to perſuade them to amend ſome 
other Things, that at preſent ſtand in the Way of a Union with them: But 
upon the preſent: Point; long uninterrupted Poſſeſſion, begun in a peaceable 
and orderly manner, gives us a Right to demand of our Oppoſers moral 
Demonſtration that the Equality they plead for is God's Ordinance ; at 
leaſt, that God does not allow or approve any departing from it. 


The Divines of the Church of England, out of a Deſire to ſatisfy .the 


Scruples raiſed in the Minds of many | conſcientious People, have ſpent a 


great deal of Pains, to anſwer every Sort of Objection raiſed againſt the 


Conftitution of our Nation; and yet there are ſome that pertinaciouſly ad- 
here to Parties and Factions, and repeat old Objections with as much Con- 
fidence as if they had never been anſwered: The Plea of Equality, Mr. 
Hobart revived in his Sermon with great Aſſurance: All his Arguments 1 
endeavoured to refute in my Vindication: His Manner of ſupporting his 
Plea, in his Addreſs, deſerves ſome Notice, conſidering how much depends 
upon it: Nay their whole Cauſe muſt be given up, if the Equality they 
plead for de incapable of ſolid Proof; and by very clear & convincing Ar- 
guments: This ought to be made clear as a Point not left to be collected 


e from ſome few ſcatteredòentences & obſcure Hints of doubtful Interpre- 
lealion, as he has the Aſſurance to inſinuate of rhe oppolite Plea, p. 86, 87. 
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There are only fo. Texts Nr. Hobart tlünks it worth While in 15 Ad- 
dreſs to. inſiſt upon the Evidence of, to ſupport his Cauſe in the Point of 
Equality ; and tis well worth while to obſerve, how little thoſe Texts give 
ſo much as an ob/cure Hint, to the Purpoſe. of his Interpretation; 4 Which 
can ſcarce be ſaid to have ſo much as a Dowey"t to amn it, againſt the 
clear Evidence of many: Texts to confute it. 

I. One is the Text of his Sermon, Phile. ver. 24. Marcus, &c. My Fel: 
low-Labourers. This I conſidered largely in my Vindication, and did not 
think it would ever need any Thing further to be ſaid: upon it in this Con- 
troverſy; but Mr. Hobart has not thought fit to give it up, but intimates 
as though he did not lay much Streſs upon it, having uſed it rather as 
e an Introduction to the Argument than as a Part of it p. go. Having 
I ſuppoſe, ſufficiently. ſhew d that nothing at all can be argued from it, for 
his Purpoſe; it may be needful here only to conſider how he endeavours to 
avoid the Abſurdity, which I had ſaid would follow, u erring Equaliiy 
from the Word Synergoi," F. ellow-Labourers, becauſe St. Paul ſays of him-- 
felf and Apollos, we are, Synergoi, Workers together with God, 1 Cor. 3. 
g. which would be blaſphemous to ſay, if Synergoi neceſſarily implyed E- 
quality, i. e. among thoſe conjoined in the Appellation. His Reply, 
p. 90. amounts in the Whole, to a Denial of the oOnjoining Paul and A- 
pollos with God, in that Appellation, which he confeſſes would be Blaſ- 
pbemy indeed, if the Word Synerger,. as he ſtill affirms, implies Equality. 
« But Theou being the genitive Caſe poſſeſſive*? denotes only that Paul 
and Apollos were conjoined as Equals; and God mentioned as their great 
Land Owner and Employer only. To which I would anſwer, _ 

111. That! in his Text, mou Synergoi, there is ſome Reaſon to object againſt 
the conjoining of Marcus, Ariftarchus, '8&c. with St. Paul; becauſe mou, 
my, is as much the genitive Caſe poſſeſſive as Theou in the other Text; 
and fo it muſt denote St. Paubs Dominion and Sovereignty, at leaſt pre- 
latical Power over thoſe Miniſters: there called | Fellow-Labourers, 1. e. 
joined together in a Fellowſhip of Service, and Attendance upon St. Paul 
their Biſhop. As the Levites under the old Teſtament were given by 
God himſelf unto the Prieſts, to miniſter unto, i. e. ſerve them in ſuch 
Imployments relating to the Sanctuary as _ ſhould have Occafion to em- 
ploy. them in; and it ſeems evident that the Apoſtles uſed the Miniſtry of 
the inferiour Clergy i in ſuch a Senſe, and tn Deacons, properly called 
Miniſters, ſerved the Apoſtles, as the Levites did the of old: This 


| ſeems at leaſt to me, implyed A#s 13. 5. which I mentioned in my 


Vindication, p. 10. to ſhew the Imparity at that Time ſubſiſting between 


St. Paul and Marcus, who is called their e 1. e. Dy to denote 


1 an inferiour Station 5 | 
2. Al 
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2. All his Qriböling about the gemtius Coe ſfeffroe will Appen Win, 
Ale and futilous, when the Text 1 Cor. 3. 9. iu cell conſidered with 
the Context; from which tis moſt evident, that the Apoltie's chief Aim is, 
to join God 103th humſelf and Apollas by the Word Synergor, as the chiefeſt 
Agent by his on · divine: Influence producing the very E hett, which their 


Agency alſo naturally contributed to produce; working, not only &y them 


as bis Servants,” bat in and with them, as giving Succeſs by his own 


tered, but God gave the Increaſe; i. e. by his on ſpiritual Influence con- 
curred with hed, Labours of the Apdfthes, in the Corinthians Converfion 
and Sanctification ; the effecting of which; I ſuppoſe, Mr. Hoburt will not 
lay, the beſt Labours of God's Servants are fufficient for, without God's 


own immediate Agency. Ver. 7. So then, neither is be that planteth any 


thing, neither be that watereth, but God abhat giveth the Increaſe. Ver. 1 
For we are Labourers | together with God, ye are God's Haſbandry. | 
which Place, to ſubſtitute Syndowlor inſtead of Synergoi, as Mr. Hobart has 
done, to avoid the Imputation of Blaſphemy, and retain his whimſical No- 
tion of Equality, implied in the Word Synergoi, evidently perverts the Text, 
and deſtroys the whole Scope of the Apoltte's Argument, and is nothing 
better than Sociniani ſin W Inn_e of divine Grace in the 
Converſion of Sinners. | 

H. His other Text, on which indeed he places the whale Strength | of 
their Cauſe, is Adatth. 28. 19. conſidered as the Commiſſion given by our 
Saviour to his Apoſtles, and the only one left as the ſtanding 'Commiſſion 
for all Miniſters of the Goſpel to the End of the World, ſuppoſing that 
all ſueh muſt have equal Powers, whoſe Powers all derive from one and 
the ſame Commiſſion, as being the Commiſſion of every one of them. 

Now however plain the Text itſelf may ſeem, with Reſpect to the Apo- 
ſtles, whoſe Commiſſion it was undoubtedly, yet ĩt muſt appear very obſcure, 
deubtful, and of uncertain. Interpretation, if any ſuch Argument — Equali- 
ty is ſought to be drawn: from it. The Apoſtle's Practice under-the'Gui- 
dance of Inſpiration, is the beſt Light we have to guide our Determinations, 
in ſich Diſputes as may ariſe about the Nature and Extent of their Com- 
miſſion; if their Practice ſhews the Exerciſe of prelatical Power by them- 
felves, or if they appointetl or ordained others — ;prelatical Power, or 
have ſaid or wrote any thing which diſcovers their Approbation of the Ex- 
ereiſe of ſuch a Power, as we think is evident in the Epiſtles to Timothy, 
Titus, the Angels of the ſeven Churches, and many other Paſſages in their 


Writings, it muſt appear evident, That the Commiſſion given to the A- 


poſtles, was not deſigned to eſtabliſn an Equality among Goſpel Miniſters. 


— Mr. Hobart's Argument has it's whole Force — this Conlideration, | 


vix. 


Agency to their active Endeavours : Ver. 6. I baue planted, Apollos ma- 
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eix. | There being no Record of any otfier Commiſſion, Thu muſt he e- 
freemed thie- — Commiſſion for every Miniſter” in every 
therefore gives to every one the ſame Powers the Apoſtles had By it; and 
their ſuperionr Authority and r Whatever i was, cen upon 
their [»/Piration. 


Text in the Bible. ' 7his Commiſſion was the ſolemn Ordination ef choſe A- 
and the Powers contained in it, given viva Voce; and is recorded 
by the Ervangelifts hiftorically, as other of 
actions are; in which, they don't fay one Word to intimate, that: Chriſt 
told the Apoſtles that all Miniſters: ſhould have 'the ſame ample- Powers 
which he then gave unto. them. The gathering, governing and 
the Church, he commits to their Charge, placing zhew next to himſelf, and 
putting all others, Clergy and Eaity, under their Guidanee and Govern- 
ment; as my Father ſent me, ſo ſend T you." Their Ordination was their 


Common; it expreſſed the Powers they were inveſted with, and authorized 


them to ordain o hers in like Manner, and by ſuch Ordination, to give them 


Commiſſions in his Name, as he then gave to them, by Authority from 


honors one Their ample Power was ſufficient to authorize them to 
ordain and govern, both Deacons and Preſpyters, Oo Tis 

Cor Wa thikr "ow; ag welb as to ordam others with their on 

ding Power, td profde in the Church, ordain Clergy as they ſhould be need 

ful, and govern both Clergy and Laity : The Power of ordaining, and go- 

verning all 3! Orders in the 


ing hurch, the Apoſtles Commiſſion was ſuffi 
ro atthorize them for: This Mr. Hobart I ſuppoſe will not deny: ang 


if there were others' ordained without thefe Powers, the Inequality is 
which Mr. Hobart objects to. We don't plead for any greater Power in 
the Apoſtles, than their Commiſſion contains; if they had Infpiration to 
dire them in appointing Deacons, and other Orders in the Church, that 
Infpiration only aſſiſted them in a right Exerciſe of the Powers they were 
mveſted with by theirCommiſſian : The Diſpute is only whether all whom 
the Apoſtles ordained to. be Miniſters, had all the Powers given to the 
Apoſtles themfelves.by their Commiſſion ; Mr. Hobart ſays they had; and 


his Argument to prove it, and all the Argument their Cauſe depends up- 


on, is drawn from there being only one Commiſſion for Goſpel. Miniſters on 
Record; #. e. not from any Words in this Commiſſion, but from a total 
Silence of the Scriptures Gee any other; and a vain Suppoſition, 
that if Miniſters have Exrfence, they muſt have a Commiſſion u pon Re- 
cord in the New-Teftament ; and therefore becauſe there is no other, This 


muſt be the Commiſſion of all which was ſufficient for, and given to the 


I 2 Apoſtles 


Age, and 


Levit be ebferved in: Anfwes, That this: Argument den frei ns 
Word or Syllable expreſs'd in the Commiſſion itſelf, or from ay other 


our Lord's Sayings and Trang 
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Apeſtles as Prelates. A Concluſion of very 


great Importance, drawn 


from very ſlender Premiſes 3. the Denyal of which. needs no more to ſup- 


Port it, than only to obſerve, That as this Commiſſion was the Ordination 
of the Apoſtles, fo every other Apoſtle, Preſby ter or Deacon ordained by 
them, or their Succeſſors ſince their Days, receive their ſeveral Commiſſions 
rene che Nature of the Office to which they 


I had argued, That if Inequality — Fact in the Apoſtles Days, when 
the Commiſſion was as much One as it is Now, then Equality can't be ar- 
gued from thence Now. I am really at a Loſs, how his Anſwer to this 


dn allows abe Wee dd hät i 


the Apoſtles Age. I had ſaid the whole Diſpute might be determined by 
attending to the plain Matters of Fact recorded in the New-Teſtament; 
which I ſuppoſed would clearly evince, that there were different Orders of 
Miniſters with different Powers, in the Apoſtles Days; I mentioned two 
Texts which I. eſteemed very clear Evidences of this as Far, viz. 1 Cor. 
12, 28, 29. God hath ſet in his Church, - firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly Prophets, 
thirdly Teachers, after that, Helps, Governments, &c. and Eph. 4. 11. 
where the ſame Offices are mentioned : And if Inequality be aſſerted in the 
firſt of theſe Texts, the other may be conſidered as a ſecond Evidence to 
prove the ſame,altho* Mr. Hobart thinks proper to leave it without a Com- 
ment, becauſe I had done ſo. As to the firſt of theſe Texts, he ſays, it rather 


expreſſes a Diverſ ty than Inequality. ' This Diſtindtion is much like the 
ſamous Alter Idem for juſtifying Mr. Whitefield's moral Character, and 


proving that his extempore Way of Praying: in all the Meetings in the 
Country, was very conſiſtent with his Ordination Vows, obliging him to 
uſe. no other publick Prayers than thoſe: approved by 3 of Parlia- 


ment. But if divers Offices ſo diſtinct as firſt, ſecond, and third, &c. and 


ſo different in Reſpect of the Uſe and Buſineſs of each, as that with Pro- 
priety they may be compared to the different Members of the Body natu- 
ral, and their Diver/ity illuſtrated by that Diverſity which ſubſiſts between 
Head and Feet, Eyes and Ears,  Smelling,, Taſting, 8c. all uſeful to the 


Body, altho* ſome more honourable and ornamental, and others leſs ſo, as 


the Apoſtle had particularly obſerved in the foregoing Verſes, on purpoſe 
to illuſtrate the Diverſity, of Offices and Employments in the Church; it 
will ſufficiently prove the Inequality Mr. Hobart denies, fuch an Inequality 


as one only Commiſſion for every Individual, will by no Means permit; 


eſpecially with that Denyal of Indentity im plyed in Ver. 29. Are all A- 
poſtles Are all Prophets? &c. which can no more be affirmed, than that 
in the Diverſity of Members 1 in the * natural, all are the Head, all are 
mY Sc. E. 1 
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That Apoſiles, who are here mentioned as the firſt that God hath ſet in 
the Church, are ſuperiour to the reſt ; ſo that, (in their extraordinary Ca- 
pacity, as Mr. Hobart is pleaſed to call it, in their higheſt Capacity, ſay I, 
in which undoubtedly they are conſidered in this Text) no other Miniſters 
of the Goſpel were equal to them; Mr. Hobart allows, p. 85. He ſays, 


he © never pretended to make any ordinary Miniſter of the Goſpel equal 


ce to an Apoſtle, conſidered in his extraordinary Capacity.“ And that *tis 
« what noBody ever dreamt of. Surely then here is Inegualily, between 
frft Apoſtles, and tbirdiy Teachers : That the Prophets were alſo Unequal 
to ſome others there mentioned; and I fancy as they are mentioned ſecond- 
5, and the Teachers birdy, they muſt be allowed a Precedence in Dignity 
and Power to the Teachers, as well as to thoſe mentioned after them. In 
Chap. 14. St. Paul, comparing thoſe as to the Dignity of their Employ- 
ments, ſays, ver. 5. Greater is he that prophefieth : And his Diſcourſe in 
that Chapter, may give us a Light to diſcover Mr. Hobart's Miſtake, in 
ſuppoſing the fuperiour Character of the Apoſtles derived from their In- 
ſpirations, or miraculous Gifts; for as others beſides Apoſtles had Inſpira- 
tions, Revelations, and miraculous Powers; ſo theſe are plainly ſet in order 
of Dignity and Uſefulneſs, beneath the Office of the Prophets, ſuch as the 
State of the Church would always need, and that Buſinefs which the Apoſ- 
tles, as authorized Miniſters by their Commiſſion, performed themſelves, 
tho? ſuperiour to others who were but Prophets, 1 Cor. 14. 3. He that 


| propheſyeth ſpeaketh unto Men to Edification, and Exbortation, and Com- 
Fort. This is what we now call Preaching ; the Work of Biſhops as well 


as Preſbyters, the Work of Apoſtles as well as Prophets, becauſe the higher 
Orders comprize all the Powers of the lower. Now to this the Apoſtle 
plainly gives a Preference before miraculous Powers, ver. 21, 22. Where- 
fore Tongues are for a Sign, not to them that believe, but to them that be- 
lieve not; but propbeſying ſerveth not for them that believe not, but for 
them which believe. This is his Reaſon for giving a Preference to Prophe- 
ſying, before miraculous Gifts, and the. Reaſon is the ſame for aſſigning the 
Apoſtles chief Dignity to that Station in the Church'in which our Lord 


placed them, when he told them, As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you, &c. 


Mr. Hobart could not ſee Inequality, in that Text, only becaufe he 
knew no Difference between Teaching and Preaching, or elſe he ſubſtituted 


| Preaching in the Room of Teaching for the ſake of a Szeer ; for when that 


is over, Teaching would really have ſerved his Purpoſe as well, p. 89. 


As Biſhops in our Church have ſome Powers in common with Priefts and 


Deacons, ſo Apoſtles and Prophets might have Powers in common with the 
Teachers. The Apoſtle only deſigns to intimate, that there was a real e/- 
ſential Difference between the divers Orders, 5 
EY 8585 l eee The 
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The third Order mentioned called Teachers, may be fo denominated, not 
from Preaching, but another Sort of Teaching; ſuch as we find, by the Apo- 
ftolical Conſtitutions, and the Writings of St. Chryſaſt om and others, was the 
peculiar Buſineſs of the Deacons in the primitive Church, and very likely 
in St. Paul's Time, for which Reaſon he calls Deacons, Teachers; becauſe 


it was their Work to direct and teach every Order of the Laity how to 


behave and perform their proper Parts in the publick Aſſemblies of the 
Church; of which may be ſeen very particular Accounts in Mr. Bing bam's 
Antiquities, Book xiv. c. 3g. As ſoon as Sermon was ended=—A Dea- 


con was uſed to make Proclamation, Ne quis Audientium, &c. — This 


<« ſaid, and Silence being made, the Deacon cried again; pray, ye ure 
% mens; and let all the Faithful with Attention pray for them, ſaying, Cc. 


«© — Then the Deacon began a Prayer for them, — which was both an Ex- 


<« hortation and Direction how they were to pray for them, Then 
the Deacon addrefling himfelf to the Catecumens themſelves, faid, Cate- 
« cumens, Ariſe, pray for the Peace of God; that this Day,and all the Time 
© of your Life, may paſs in Quietneſs, & &c'—— After this the Deacon bids 
* them bow down and receive the Biſhop's Benediftion ** ; and much 
more of this Kind of Teaching, may be ſeen in the ſame Chapter, as the 

proper Buſineſs of the Deacons; from whence they might be called Teachers, 

and have other Buſineſs belonging to their Office beſides rs, Somme 
which Mr. Hobart fays, was their only Bufineſs, p. 88. The only 
Thing Deacons were originally appointed for. He Fips «© The Scrips 
ture oppoſes the Office to which Deacons were appointed, to the Mi- 
e niſtry of the Word, Acts 6. 2, 3, 4. It is not Reaſon that wr. fbouts 

<< leave the Word of God, and ſerve Fables, therefore Brethrou ok y 


% gut, &c. whom. we muy appoint over this Buſineſs, but we will give out 


* ſelves continually to Prayer, and to the Miniſtry of the Word.'*. All 


his Reaſoning from this. Text. is — and the Text itſeff proves no- 


ching ro e the Deacor * Office, below chat of a OP nes fo 
called: 
'F or, 1 5 This Ten don't for only ferving Tables, ot id B. 

: So that Mr. Hobari's Argument from this Text, has more in t 
Condufian, than was in the Premiſes ; which proves it fallactous. - 

2. If the Buſineſs in this Fext mentioned, to be afterwards-the Employ- 
3 of the A poltles, be ſo oppoſed to that which was to be the Care of 
the Deacons, that each were to be precluded from interfering in the other's 
 Buſfineks, as here declared; it will exclude the Deacons from Prayer as well 
as Mimiftry of the Word; which I hope Mr. Hobart will allow to be Re- 
dif7io ad avſurgum. | 


2. This TI ext is more expreſs in kmiting the Apoſtles future Buſineſs, : 


chan that of the 1 W their laying, We will give ourfelves continually 
to 
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to Prayer, and to the Miniſiry of the Word; and yet governing, ordaining 
and adminiſtring the Sacraments, is not here mentioned. 

4. *Tis common for the facred Penmen to relate Matters compendiouſ- 
W omitting many Particularities, of which their Silence is not a Denial. 
Thus the 2 of the Apoſtles themſelves is variouſly related by the 
ſeveral Evangeliſts, neither of whom relate all the Expreſſions of our Saviour 
npon that remarkable Occafion ; in which Inftance, it would evidently 'be 
a falſe Concluſion, if Mr. Hobart ſhould ſay, That becauſe St. Mark's Ac- 
count is true, therefore only what St. Mark relates, was ſaid and done by 
our Saviour on that Occaſion. And as the Text produced by Mr. Hobart 
was not the Appointment of the Neacons, but a Relation of ſomething pre- 
vious thereto, their Appointment itſelf is related more compendiouſly, 
ver.6. And when they had prayed they laid their Hauds cnthem. Would any 
Body think it:a fair Concluſion from hence, that nothing was ſaid to them 
during the Solemnity of Impoſition of Hands? Such a Conclufion would 
be of the ſame Kind with Mr. Hobart's. 

The Probability of other Buſineſs deſigned for 4 Deacons may be 
gathered from, 

1. The Qualifications and Abilities, to be regarded in the Choice of the 
Perſons, Mem full of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. 

'2. The Solemnity of their Appointment, viz. By Prayer and Impo- 
ſition of the Apoſtles Hands in Ordination. 

3. The Accounts we have, what was done by St. Stephen and Philip, 
without any Intimation of their being appointed to another Office. 73 

4. The Qualifications required in the Deacons, of ſo near Affinity with 
thoſe of Preſbyters, in St. Paul's Inſtructions to 7 mothy, relating to Ordi- 
nation, 1 Tim. 3. 

The Matter ariſes to more than a Probability from the poſitive Teſti- 
monies of the moſt ancient Fathers of the Church after the Apoſtles, as 
Ignatius, Tertullian, &c. from whom Paſſages full to the Point have been 
often produced. A great deal more might be offered, but this is ſufficient 
to ſhew what a wretched, uncertain, nay falſe and whimſical Foundation 
the whole Cauſe Mr. Hobart pleads, has to fupport it: Upon which not- 
withſtanding he places ſo heavy a Superſtructure, as his ſolemn Exhorta- 
tions and Preachments in his Addreſs. That Inequality did in Fact ſubſiſt 
in the Miniſtry properly fo called, while the Apoſtles lived, I will ſuppoſe 
now a clear Point: And it was an Inſtance of Mr, Hobart's great Courage 
to offer an Engagement, in open Field, -upon this Head ; after his own 
Conceſſion of Inequality between ordinary Miniſters, and the Apoſtles, in 
their extraordinary Capacity : This extraordinary Capacity, which I have al- 


ready ſaid ſomething of, 1 ſuppoſe he deſigned * ſecure his Retreat, 
into 
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into the fortified Camp he had provided by ſtating tlie Queſtion, p. Bol which 


he ſays is, Whether Chriſt or his Apoſtles inſtituted à proper and ftand- 


ing Prelacy in the Church; or appointed different Orders in the Miniſtry, 
veſted with eſſentially different Powers and Authorities, to be continued in 
the Goſpel Church? I ſuppoſe I have ſaid ſufficient to ſnew an Inequality ſub- 
ſiſting, when the one Commiſſion had the ſame reſtraining Force, that ever 
could be pleaded from it ſince; and if his Attempt ſhould next be a Retreat 
within the Fortifications made by the above Qualifyings, in his Queſtion 
ſtated, viz. Standing Prelacy, eſſentially different Powers, to be continued; 
I will turn his own Heavy Artillery upon his Entrenchments, which will be 
ſufficient at one Blaſt, to level with the Ground, all the Fortifications 
made by this Manner of ſtating the Queſtion; I mean what; he has ſaid 
well and of great Weight, p. 79. lt is a Matter of no ſmall Conſequence 
+ to the chriſtian Church, that the miniſterial Office in it, be kept in 
ͤäthe ſame State, and on the ſame Footing as Chriſt left- it; and all 
« Changes and Innovations in it, muſt be of dangerous Tendency; he 
<< that has juſt Sentiments of the Wiſdom and Goedneis of God our Savi- 
% our, will ſuppoſe that his Inſtitutions don't need our Amendments : And 
<< he. that has a proper Senſe of the entire Dependance of Goſpel Admi- 


* 


* niſtrations on the Bleſſing of Chriſt, will think he acts the /afe/t Part, 


and is moſt likely to obtain Succeſs, when he ſtrictly adheres to Chriſt's 
* ownOrders& Appointments.” If there was a proper Prelacy in the Church 
in the Apoſtle's Days, tis all we need be concerned for, till Mr. Hobart 


proves it was not a ſtanding One; and if by the Appointment of Chriſt or 


his Apoſtles, different Orders in the Miniſtry are found to have been in the 
Apoſtles Age; they who would reduce them to One, are plainly. for 
changing what Mr. Hobart ſays is of no ſmall Conſequence to be kept in 
the ſame. State, and on the ſame. footing as Chriſt left it; this they have 
done: But tis preſerved in the Conſtitution of the Church of England.” 
The Aerian Hereſy practiced upon and improved into a Schiſm, was the 
original Model of Religion in Næw- England. The good Fore-fathers Imen 
tioned in my Poſtſcript, 'and as many others as: bro't their Sentiments and 
good Diſpoſitions and Tempers into the Country, were forced to yield to 
the over-bearing Influence of Numbers, that had different Sentiments and 
Deſigns; and who had in Part formed their Model of Religion at Plymouth 
and at Salem, before thoſe honourable Gentlemen came into the Country. 
The whole Repreſentation. J had given of this Affair, (which Mr. Hobart 
ſo much faults and labours to refute) will appear juſt and true if it be 
1. That the Nonconformiſts, who did not actually ſeparate from the 
Church at firſt, yet ſaid and did many Things unreaſonably and contrary 
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to Right and Truth, which tended naturally to promote: that Diſaffection 
which iſſued in Separation, and a Scheme of unparalel®d Miſchiefs and 
Miſeries to our Church and Nation, ſuch as Mr. Hobart himſelf, as a Saul 
among the Prophets, has deſcribed to be the Effects of Schiſm, P. 108. 
Mr. Cartwright is quoted by Mr. Hooker, Eccl. Pol. l. 3. p. 144. faying, 
in Behalf of the Government: of the Church, which the Nonconformiſts 
were for introducing inſtead of Epiſcopacy, which they called the Diſcipline, 
“We offer to ſhew tbe Diſcipline to be a Part of the Goſpel ; and there- 
ce fore to have a common Cauſe, ſo that in the Repulſe of the Diſcipline, 
< the Goſpel receives a Check. Again, I ſpeak of the Diſcipline as 
of 1 Part of the Goſpel, and therefore neither under nor above the Goſ- 
«© pel, but the Goſpel Their traducing the Wiſdom and Piety 2 the 
Church, with Reſpect to her Rites and Uſages appointed = Law, may 
be ſeen, with the Confutation of their Pleas, Eccl. Pol. I. 4. Their Op- 
poſition to the Power and Preheminence of Biſhops, with a fold and ratio- 
nal Anſwer to their Objections, C. 7. Theſe had a direct Tendency to 
promote the Diſaffections and Miſchiefs that followed; and he that puts 
Fire to the Walls of a Houſe, may be charged with all the Miſchiefs of the 
Burning, altho? he runs away by the Light of it, and gets a thouſand 
eagues off before the. greateſt Miſchief is effected: Some of theſe, viz. 


Some: of the /ilenc'd n e Miniſters, began that Model of Reli- 


gion, which ſubſiſts in this Country to this Day, and which Mr. Hoburt 


Charges Schiſm upon the Separaters from. Therefore, 

2. The Support and Encouragement given by the People of New-Eng- 
fry to the Diſobedience_of, thoſe ſilenced Preſbyters, joining with them 
to caſt off their Dependance upon the Biſhops, and erect a ne Syſtem of 
religious Worſhip and Diſcipline, was ſchiſmatical, and the e e of 
it is no leſs ſo. 

Mr. Skelton and Mr. Higginſon, the two firſt Miniſters of ade, were 
Glenced: for Non-Conformity,, i. e. for acting contrary to the Laws; ſee 
Mr. Oidmixon. And if thoſe Preſpyters were juſtly cenſured, as we affirm, 
they could not be juſtly received to the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, by any: 


Part of the Catholick Church, until reſtored by a lawful Authority, after 
proper Pennanee's which was never 3 in the C aſe of thoſe No- 


conformiſts. : 

703. Lam Lads hs Akita, Ln that:? tis a Maxien: eſtabliſhed, * ths 
Colonies tranſplanting themſelves carry the Laws of their Mother. Country 
with them; and therefore the Settlers of New-EZngland were not ſo entire- 


l at Liberty as Mr. Hobart pretends, with Reſpect to the Conſtitution of 
England, even altho* the Laws had made no 1 e of e 
nes, or Colonies: 40G - | " 


* Vid. 2. 2. Salk. 411. : © TT 
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- 4 With Regard to the preſent State of Religion in the Country, we 
may ſubmit to have the Controverſy determined by the Act of Union, and 
what his preſent Majeſty has done in Conformity thereto. Mr. Hobart 
ſeems to have much Dependance upon the Union between England and 

Scotland, to ſupport a great Bulk of Stuff which he has heaped upon it 
from p. 9. to 24. He begins with obſerving an Inaccuracy in my ſpeak- 
ing of the Kingdom of England, fince this Union, which may be apt to lead 
People into Miſtake, p. 9. to prevent which he ſays, Strictly ſpeaking, 


<< there is no ſuch Thing as the Kingdom of England. And p. 13. © Eng- 


« land, as diſtinguiſhed from Scotland, is not a Kingdom or a Nation. 

* He fays, p. 10. The Act of Union may be conſidered as the Charter 
of the Kingdom of Great-Briiain, which eſtabliſhes not only the 
Church of England, but the Church of Scotland; theſe he allows to be na- 


tional Churches however; but thinks he has a puzzling Queſtion or two, 


vig. upon my Way of reaſoning ; 1. Whether thoſe in the Plan- 
<« tations that come from Scotland, or are deſcended from Scottiſh Anceſ- 
“tors, are in Duty obliged to be of the Communion of the Church of 
Scotland? TI would aniwer, No: If they are Inhabitants of the Ter- 
titories which he ſays were juſtly conſidered as Colonies dependent on 
the Crown of England before the Union. 2. What Communion'thoſe 
are obliged to be of, who are by one of their Parents Engliſb, and by the 
* other of Scottiſb Deſcent ? ** I anſwer,of the Communion of the Church 
of England, if they are Inhabitants of theſeColomies: All theſe Puzzles will 
vaniſh, and every Thing he has offered with the Appearance of Argument 
upon this Topick, be obviated ſufficiently, by ſetting the Facts in a true 
Light, which he has either Ignorantly, or upon Defign miſrepreſented); in 
4 Manner very much tending to impoſe upon weak and ignorant Readers. 
I would only obſerve for this End, Out BE 5 
1. That the A# of Union puts theſe Colonies upon the ſame Footing 
with England, with regard to Religion, * and locates the Preſbyterian Re- 
ligion to Scotland, in ſuch Manner, that it can extend no Influence at all of 
it's Eſftabhſhment beyond the Limits of Scotland; altho Scotland, by Virtue 
of the Union, may import other Goods and Wares, they have not the 
leaſt Priviledge to import Pręſbyteriani ſin, altho it be eſtabliſhed in Scotland: 
To evince this, and ſhew alſo that there is, properly, and ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
a Kingdom of Eugiand ſince the Union; I will here ſet down a Clauſe of 
the Act of Union which, Mr. Hobart is ignorant of, altho* he talks fo 
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* FBy the Act of Union of Scotland and England, it is provided that the Church of 


England Government in all the Engliſb Colonies, was forever eſtabliſhed. Vid. 
Summary Hiſtorical, &c. p.440.---By the Articles of Union of the two Nations 
of Great- Britain, May 1707. the Church of England is eftabliſhed in Perpe- 
ftujty in all the Territories at that Time to England belonging. id. Summary, 
c. p. 443 og | 
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much of the Eſtabliſhment made by this Act; or elſe tis wings es eme · 
thing more ſcandalous, that he too no more Care to make his Repreſen- 
tations according to it. Ai of Union, Anno Regni Quinto, Ann Reg 
Sock. 8. * Be it further enacted, &&c. That after the Demiſe of her Ma- 

« zeſty ( whom God long ) the Sovereign next ſucceeding to het 

« Majeſty in the Royal Government of the Kingdom of Great-Britain, 
« and ſo forever hereafter, every King or Queen ſucceeding, Ge. —at his 
% or her Coronation ſhall in the Preſence, Cc. take and ſubſeribe an Oath 
ce to maintain and preſerve inviolably the ſaid Settlement of the Church of 
* England, and the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government there- 

& of as by Law eſtabliſhed, within the Kinepoms of England and Ireland, 
the Dominion of Wales, and the Town of Berwick upon Tweed, and the 
« TzariITORIEs thereunto belonging. In Seft.6,7. is the Eſtabliſhment 
for Scotland, without mentioning any Provinces or Territories, but only 
Scotland: And ſince this very Act calls England a Kingdom, it ſhews us, 
Mr. Hobart's Accuracy, in treating about Things he knows as little of as 
he did of our Canons. Now as every King is ſworn to maintain the 
Church of England Conſtitution in the Territories belonging to England, 
ſuch, theſe Colonies are fince the Union, as Mr. Hobart allows they were 
juſtly ſo eſteemed before. will ſet down ſome Paſſages taken from a Pa- 
tent granted by his preſent Majeſty, to ſhew the Kegard paid to the Corona 
tion Oath, with Reſpect to the Plantations; and that tis his Majeſty's Pla- 
ſure that his Subjects here, ſhould pay a due Reſpe& to the Church of Eng- 
land Conſtitution extending hither ; and when this clearly appears, I might 
tell Mr. Habart that a Rebuke for his Inſolence, would be a proper Reply 
to what he ſays, p. 42. © You deceive yourſelves therefore, yon you expect 
* your C to Epiſcopacy ſhould be accepted as an A& of Obedi- 

* ence, either of God or the King, Oc. The King's Commiſſion, 
which is recorded in the Secretary's Office | in New-York, and I am told that 
tis recorded in every Colony where a Commiſſary is appointed, by his 
Majefty's expreſs Command; I will put the Paſſages J have extracted be- 
low in Latin, the Senſe of which in Engliſh is to this Effect, 

In the Preamble, © Georgius ſecundus, ; & c. To the Reverend Father 
„in Chriſt, Edmund — of Ty n Whereas our Colonies, 
| © Plantations 
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-# «6 Ge "Gb Kc. Reverondo i in Chriſto Patri, — Epiſcopd Zondi- 
“ nenſi, Salutem. Cum Colonie, Plantationes Cæteraq 2 noftra in A- 

& merica, nondum diviſa, vel formata, neque alicui Diæceſi infra Regnum noſ- 

« trum Magnæ- Britaniæ annexa exiſtant, c. Nobis neceſſarium viſum fit, 
Aut deinceps Juriſdictio ſpiritualis et eceleſiaſtica in Regionibus illi, in Caſibus 
s jnferius in his Præſentibus mentionatis, Authoritate noſtra regia, ſecundum 
„ Leges et Canones Eccleſiæ r. infra Anglian. Ms receptos et 
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66 APPENDIX. 


* - Plantations. and other Dominions in Americu, are not yet "divided or 
e fornied, ( i. e. into Biſpopricks ) nor annexed to any Dioceſe within our 
* Kingdom of Great- Britain, &c. It ſeems to us neceſſary that hence 
ct forward ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction ſhould be eſtabliſhed-and 
exerciſed, in the Caſes hereunder mentioned, in thoſe Countries by our 
Royal Authority, according to the Laws and Canons of the Church: of 
<< We lawfully received and eſtabliſhed in England, whereby the true 
Worſhip ef God, and pure Profeſſion of chriſtian Religion, may be the 
<< better promoted, £9 cm Furthermore, Know. ye, That we con- 
e fiding, &c— have given and granted, and by theſe Preſents do give 
<< .and grant to; you the Biſhop of London: Sforaſakd; full Power and Autho⸗- 
<-rity, by yourſelf, or ſufficient Commiſſaries, &c.—of exerciſing ſpiritual 
<< and eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction in the reſpective. Colonies, Plantations, &c. 
according to the Laws and Canons of the Church of England, &c. © 
© The: Commiſſion concludes thus, Moreover. commanding, and b 
5 theſe Preſents firmly enjoining, as well all and every our Governors, 
Generals, Judges and Juſtices, as all and every the Rectors, Incumbents, 
<< Miniſters and Officials, and all our Subjects whomſoever within the Co- 
et lonies, Sc. that they and every of them, be aiding and aſſiſting, in all! 
Things as becomes them, unto. you the Biſhop of London aforeſaid, and 
ce. - your Commiſfary or Commiſſaries aforeſaid, 1 in the due Execution of the 
<< . Premiſes.” — In Teſtimony, ec. 3803 not 
I ſhall only add my good Wiſhes and Prayers, 'T bat the Succeſs of your 
Labours may be according to your pious Intentions, throꝰ the Bleſſing of 
2 accompanying them, promoting e's OE and the. Peace 2 
Vaof his Church. And am g ere er 
Rev. 8.4 R, Your ain e N 


= 


1 705 March 20th. 


1748. | * 
2 55 Rev. Mr. Beach, 5 5 WV etmore. 
Tick fancitot, IT ET. et eee 12 Tom Dei * at "Religionity 
4 Chriſtiana pura Profeſſio, melius promoveatur :----- Ulterius ſciatis, quod nos 


* de veſtra, Sc. Dedimus et conceſſimus, ac per præſentes Damus et con- 
„ cedimus tibi preefato Epiſcopo Load. plenam Poteftatem et Authoritatem per 
2057 .. te, vel per ſufficientem Commiſſarum, &c.---Exercendi Juriſdictionem ſpi- 

s ritualem et eccleſiaſtieam, in reſpectivis -Coloniis, Ic. Secundum Leges et 
"yr * Canones Eccleſiæ Anglicanze,” &c.--Mandantes inſuper, et per preeſentes 

-» <6 firmiter injungendo præcipientes, tam omnibus et ſingulis Gubernatoribus, 

* Genetalibus, Judicibus, et Juſticiariis noſtris, quam omnibus et ſingulis 

KRectoribus, &c.---- et ſubditis noſtris Quibuſcunq; infra Colonias, &c. in 

America, ut ipfi et eorum Quilibet, tibi Præfato Epiſcopo London, Et Com- 

„ miſſario five Commiſſariis pfædictis in debita Executione Præmiſſorum, ſit 
<6 I * Intendentes, et Aluxilianers | in omnibus prout decet. In cujus rei 

„ Leſt. Wc, 
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H 1 a Mala of. Sent ——— Contraierlih is: ſo fo- 
mien to the Temper and Spirit of a Chriſtian; ſo mucli of Paf. 
ſion and Bitterneſs is generally found to mix it ſelf in the Courſe 

of tbeſe Debates, Cas: che the Deſign was rather to provołt or 
| abuſe an Adverſary, than conyinee-him3-to.exerciſehis' Patience, than: to 
inform his. Judgmept that till Mankind are agreed to form their Enqui- 
ries after Truth in a more calm and diſpaſſionate Manner, J haue long tho't 

that little Good is to he. expected from-theſe Deciſtons. . Tis fore this 
Reaſon that E ſeldom give; my ſelf: the Trouble of) reading the- Debates 
- which are ſo frequently, and, 28 L imagine, to ſo little Purpoſe, agitatec a- 
mong us; nor would my Inelination or Curioſity have led me to peruſè 
the Famphiet lately publiſhed hy Mr. Hobart, 4 to which the foregoing 
Sheets are intended as a Reply, had I not been informed that I was particu⸗ 
larly, concerned in it; that my moral. Character was therein attacked and 
8 the little Service which my mean Abilities qualify me to chu 
tribute to the Intereſt and Fs ts of the Church of MED er 5 

endeavour'd | to be. xender'd. ineffectual. - l 

As little Inclination 48 J have to this Kind of Writing, I-ioukd und jive 
ſuade my ſelf to: paſs by a Charge of this Nature in Silence, norrfuffer a 
Character to lie under the Imputation of Guilt to which I am not: conſeiduse 
having by the Aſſiſtance of divine Grace, as far as humane Weakneſs and 
Infirmity would Permits! ende ve d conicientionlly to, Pan mn _ 
without Offence. 211 Arn Is 

Nor would Mr. Hobart Lang — * Go Jong re a | Chriſtian Reproof; 1 
his injurious: Charge exhibited againſt me, had I not deferr'd writing for the 
Sake of this Opportunity of a Place at the Cloſe of a more general Anſwer 
to his Exceptions againſt our Conſtitution. In the mean Time, neither 
Leiſure nor Inclination permit me to enter into this Controverſy further 

the juſt Vindication; of my own Character requires, nor is chere any 
need 1 ſhould, the foregoing Fages having render'd Any Enlargement af 
mine unneceſſary. 

It is Mr. Hobarit's proc Deſign to prove that the Gnding Miſſionaries 
into theſeParts,where-as he thinks theGoſpel is ſufficiently taught, is not on- 


ly an ur at Thing, but. that che raiſing acharitableFund ee 
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is a notorious Abuſe, and (fiat the Bowntz ; very l apply „d. He 
therefore ſuppoſe the Donors, notwithſtanding the annual Accounts pub- 
liſhed: by the Society, unacquainted with the Diſpoſition of their Charity, 
or elſe ignorant of the State of Religion in the Plantations. And doubtleſs 
he imagines that he has now ſet.them right as to theſe Points, and perhaps 
expects that for the Future they will take better Care, and beſtow. their 
Charity with more Prudence. (Thus he declares, p. 56. that he e- 
o ſteems himſelf doing a real Service to Religion, and to the Honour of the 
Society, in expoſing the mean and wicked Arts, by which they have too 
long been impaſed on. And doubts not but that the Society, when- 
ever they are truly informed of che State of Religion in the Britiſh America, 


will remove all their Miſſionaries from New. Erg land, to Places where they 


are really wanted!) In this modeſt Concluſion, not only the Contributors 
to this Fund, and the whole Body of the venerable Society are included, 
but the glorious King WII LTAM too, who profeſſes in the Charter for in! 
corporating this Society, to believe, That“ che Maintenance for in ore 
S thodox Clexgy, (by whick in all reaſonable Conſtruction, muſt be 
meant the Clergy of che Church of England ) * in many of the Plantations 
Colonies and Factories beyond the Seas was very mean, and that it 
vras an Act of n to > make more -aniple Proviſion for them, and to 
increaſe their Number. = fo F 
Mr. Hobart has - x8 i me eine Linus to Mace ths in erbellert Compi 
: and: ſince the greateſt and beſt Men are to ſhare with me in his Retharks, 
{ hall the more chearfully ſubmit to the Inju . In the mean Tine, 
without farther Examination, one would almoſt be tempted to imagine 
chat this Gentleman muſt be in the Wrong, who has che Misfortune to dif- 
len from ſuch great and 260d Men, as are the Benefactors and 
ef this Charity. But 1 would aſk him, whether thoſe who have been edu- 
emed in the Church of England, and who happen to conceive à great Ve- 
neration for it, and prefer it to any other Way of Worſhip among Chriſ- 


tians, and who believe moreover that they have the higheſt Reaſon to do 
fo ;'if they happen to ſettle in the Plantations, muſt be left deſtitute of a 


Miniſtry, which they think moſt agreabie to divme Inftitution, and be 


obliged to rake up with that, from which they profeſs to receive title Com- 


fort or Benefit, for their Edification in a pious and chriſtian Life ? Upon 


his Principles, how will his Brethren be juſtify'd at Home, for ſending and 


encouraging the Settlement of Miniſters in the larger Towns elbe 


in Exgland, . where I preſume ir will not be pretended that there was any 


Want of a Goſpel Miniſtry? And yet doubtleſs Mr. Hobart has been in- 


form'd that charitable Collections are often made in London, and tranſmitted 
to the poorer Miniſters of their Perſuaſton in diſtant Parts of the Country, 


A0 the Smallneſs of their Congregations renders them unable to provide. 
4 
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z decent Sippace —But to come r A er home, 1 betet 9 We 
and the Town of Providence in New. land, one or both of them, will fur- 
nifh us with Inftances of Miniſters ſent and ſa orted from Boſton, ons 
ty without the Defire, but even ate ry to he Remonſtrances | of 9 5 to 
_— they were ſent; a Thing w & the Society for Propagation of the 
oſpel have at no Time done. — might mention an Inſtance "nearly pa- 

oh | at Rye in the Province of New-York, and another, formerly at Nerv. 
York ſef folicited indeed by one Mr. Grant, but encouraged and fup- 

rted fi . New. England; not onfy in Oppo tion, 0 tlie“ Z by i. and 
Path Ehur es, but even to the Prefbytertan Congregatioh i in that Ch! — 
"Till a go Ac wulle may be gen of theſe Kind of Miffons; I Rippoſe 
the Society, without reaſonable Exce ption, may be allowed ta And 155 
Miſſionaries into the Plantatrone, at the earneſt Delire of the People of that 
Perſuaſion, tho” there ſhould happen to be a prefbyterian or independent 
Minifter ſettled in the fame Town or Pariſh before him. 

Bur Mr. Hobart farther argues the Abuſe of this Charity from the MͤIf. 
conduct of the Miffionaries th employ. "i this were always, or generally 


the Cafe his Obſervation might be of ſome Force: But if after the moſt 


ſolemn and repeated Deſire of that Society, that their Friends in America 

Would be fo juſt to chem, as to give Notice of the Miſbehavicur of 5 

Miſſionary in their Service, tliat ſuch wicked Perſon may be ren moved 

ſich bad Ma 11d continue to be emp ployed, 'T fab fo 155 my ty 5 

88 the Danger- which 7 ariſe to Religion, from ſuch 05 
2 rthy Men, muſt lie at A8 the Door of fuch as knew, but refus'd to 

proper 


5 Atv debe them. Mr. Hobart is however refolved' to 2M 
move this Guilt from himſelf, 'by giving Notice of ſome ſuch bad Men 
within the Compaßs of his Knowledge. But I hope upon Enquiry it 
be found, that his Zeal has outrun his Knowledge, and that he has pro- 
nounc'd Sentence without due Enquiry, or a competent Underſtanding of 
what he affirms. This I ſhall endeavour to prove; in Regard to ſome fow 
of thoſe Inftances he has been pleaſed: to alledge. 

And the firſt I ſhall'take Notice of is a Len to the Society dated Nov. 
6. 1 732. in which the Miſſionary acquaints the Society that the Church 
being ſmall it would not conveniently hold the People that uſually attended 
divine Service, for which Reaſon they had begun to build Galleries round 
it, which it was expected would contain about an hundred People : In the 
printed Account of . . — Letter, the Words, it is expected will contain, are 
tranſcrib d, capable of containing, and Mr. Hobart has put down the 


Phraſe, ſufficient to contain, however it will not be ſuppos'd from either 


Manner of Expreſſion, that an exact Computation had been made to a 
Man, and that if upon Experiment they had been found to be ſufficient for a 


| Dozen, more or leſs, I ſuppoſt no reaſonable Man would imagine that here 
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of England, As I. had but 1155 Aſſiſtance i 5 the Care of theſe Churches, 
et any d 7 het inter ſted Per ſon j 4 who | xholds their pre ent State, ane d com- 
Pares it with the- Condition. n P Fey, Years; ago, _ whether, I J Na 


nor; Reaſon in deſeribin og the Big of ion to ſay, that my 1 
Yours bad ans crown' d with 25g vis of as to the Phraſe of great Suc- 
ceſs, Mr. Hobart will do well to. reflect up — it as one of his an coining, 


114 15 he has no . 15 any Letter pr e of 
4155 Er tranſſpitte. 7 th 25 Society, ö 7 f 


Fa Vuick Mr.“ obart "thinks exceptional: 7 
Chu del is 9 repreſent ted. as too ſmall, and that che bo ple had therefore 


begun to erect a new. one. Contrary. to this, he ſays, he has been aſſur'd, 


that the old Church was large pe and that the People had conſen! 
build: only to accommodate Mr. Cazer, by placin wrch:n 


hi "Houſe. e what I | ſaid, | before in R 1 to 


ents ast to 7 5 


r b 7 . 


can't but obſerve, that this Account carries it's own Confutation along 


with it, unleſs we could ſuppoſe the Majority of that People, to be the 


weakeſt Set of Men alive. What! remove a Church to accommodate a 
Miniſter ? unleſs they had a Leaſe of his Life too, muſt have been eſteemed 
the moſt abſurd Proceeding that ever any People could be guilty of. 

But the honeſt Reader is to be informed ( for I can ſcarce think Mr. Hobart 

needs Information as to this Point) that a very different Reaſon was given 

for the Removal of that Church, from that which Mr. Hobart has men- 
tioned. It was repreſented that the old Church was near-a Mile from the 

Center of the Town, and upon that Account inconvenient to ſuch as might 

chiefly be depended upon for a ſteady Attendance.— The Truth is, Some 


of thoſe People who lived at three or four Miles Diſtance from the Town 


would have been glad the new Church had been erected where the old one 
ſtood, it being more convenient for them; but as they could not have 
attended in bad Weather even there, ſo it would have been inconvenient 


if not impracticable, to ſuch as liv'd in the Town; but by removing of it 


into the Town, Proviſion was made for a decent Attendance at all Times. 


But what Reaſons ſoever might be alledg'd for rebuilding, Mr. Hobart 


thinks it wrong to aſſign that of it's being too ſmall, for he has been aflur'd 


he ſays, that it was more than ſufficient to hold the Congregation. But he 


ſhould remember, That whatever prejudiced Repreſentations may have 
been made to him, if he had looked back to the Year 1732, and obſerved, 


that the Church was then tho't to be ſo ſmall as to need the building of 
Galleries, it might well be conceived fo five or ſix Years after, eſpecially as 


the Galleries, tho* begun, were never finiſh'd. _ | 
But it ſeems he has been further inform'd, That Mr. Caner aſſur'd the 
People, That if they comply'd to remove the Church to a Place ſo much 
more convenient for himſelf, he would never leave them ; yet no ſooner 
had he an Invitation to Boſton, but he immediately embraced it, contrary to 
his former Promiſe. 5555 . 


Jo take off this Imputation, the candid Reader is deſired to obſerve, 


That while the Affair of rebuilding or removing the Church, was under 
Conſideration, I had an Invitation to Beſton; and left I ſhould accept it, 
ſome Perſons who before had oppoſed the Thing, knowing my Opinion of 
| the Convenience and Neceſſity of it, offer d to come fully into it, upon 

Condition that I would decline the Invitation; which I accordingly did, and 
continued about nine Years longer in their Service. And here I cannot but 
obſerve, that all Mr. Hobart has ſaid about the Want of a proper Judge 
between that People and me, and the Probability of their offering ſufficient 
Reaſons againſt my Removal is entirely foreign, and ſeems owing to his 


not knowing the Circumſtances.of the Caſe. I can aſſure him, that I never | 


was under Obligation Wü keep either by Stipulation with them, or by 
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injun&tion fr fromthe Society, but forReafors which ith: not wagte tore) 
was at Liberty from the ſirſt Moment of my coming among them, 8 
continue there, or remove to another Place, at my own ſcretioh. | 145 1 1 
fairly acquainted the People with at my firſt Arrival : And it was from Mo- 
tives of pure Compaſſion to what J eſteemꝰd to be their Neceſſity, that 1 
determined to comply with their repeated Importunities of tarrying among 
them. And as I know that I facrificed my Health for their Sakes;in 3 a Service 
doo ſevere for my Conſtitution ; ſo ſome others beſides my felf know that 1 
facrificed a very — Intereſt in England, by tarrying ſo long as I did? 


I have therefore no Reaſon. to reproach my ſelf, and I am ſare they have 


none, for my Conduct in leaving them; and whatever the Sentiments of 
any particular Perfon among them may happen to be, I am well affur d 
chat the Generality of that People ( unlefs they are ſtrangely alter d ſince 1 
leſt them) have a grateful Senſe of my Services, how mean foever, and 
were far from teſtifying any Reſentment at my Removal. Nor will Mr. 


Hobart's Addreſs, or any other Attempt of hke Nature, have the leaſt In- 


fluence in abating the Eſteem which! have for that People, or 7 a 
and Gratitude they retain towards me. 
In the fame Letter Mr. Hobart finds the People deſcribed as # res na- 

1 People: This Phraſe he has cauſed to be printed in Tralick, 
3ppoſe it is introduced by Way of Ridicule, as he imagines it to be 

ded for a Deſcription of their — — State; but if he underſtood the 
— of this Phraſe, perhaps the Ridicule might be loſt.— The Society 
bad required the People to exert themſelves in making a larger Proviſion 
for their Miſſionary ; to which the Anſwer was, That tho' they were a wik- 
bag induſtrious People, and ready to do every Thing of that Kind that 
was in their Power, yet their prefent Circumſtances. did not admit of their 
making any further Proviſion, and therefore it way Rape the mores & would 
continue to give them fuitable Aſſiſtance. 

Mr. Hobart has plainly been led into ſome Miſtakes of this Natupe, by 
not conſidering that the Society, in the Abſtract of their Proceedings, do 
not always confine themſelves to the very Expreſſions made Uſe of by the 
Mifionanies in their Letters, but recite the Subſtance of them in a ſummary 
Way; and tho* they are well enough underſtood by fuch as are acquainted 
with the genera} Hiftory and Tranfactions of the- Society, yore” 2 Wo 
be mifundexftood by thoſe who are quite Strangers 
Mr. Hobart appears to be. To convince the unprejt 


even Mr. Hobart himfelf of this; I wilt put down the whole — of of 


that Letter which has given him fo muefr Offence, Joſt. as it wer 
ted to the Society, viz. — With Regard te. Fairfield, fe hv. 
deen this Year employed in erecting a new Church, the el one's 1 76 
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ation, which is near 2 Mile tem de Center ef che Town, and 
— inconvenient to a great Part of the People. The Charge f 
this Building will prove do heavy upon the People, that I hope the Se- 

& ciety will excuſe them if «heir Contributions for the Snpport of their 
_« Miflionary, during the Building, ſhould: be found lefonkan alia econ 
* wiſe be expected. The Truth ts,they are an induſtrious au willing Poeve 
So: 2 tho' generally poor, and ſuch as I think deſerve the Society's Com- 
From the above Paragraphs of my Letter, Mr, Hobart may 
e the Injury I have ſuffer d by the Freedom he has us'd in picking up a 
few Phraſes detach'd from their proper Connection, and giving them quite 
a different Senſe and Turn from what they bore in their natural Scituation. 
And let him further conſider, whether it will be a ſufficient Excuſe to 4 
ledge that he took them as they he in the Society's Abſtracts, which were 
never intended for any other Purpoſe than to convey general Hints of the 
Conduct and Employment of their Miſſionaries to thoſe who have fomie 

previous Knowledge of their Proceedings. 

 _ Another Thing which has the Misfortune to diſpleaſe Mr. Hobart in the 
fame Letter, is the Number of Communicants tranſmitted to the Society 
which he finds to be Eighty-two ; whereas he is well aſſured, that the Con- 
. gregation did never ſtatedly conſiſt of that Number of adult Perſons : And 
leaſt the Reader ſhould imagine (as the Truth is) that this Number was 
intended of the whole Miſſion; he aſſures them it muſt be underſtood of 
the Pariſh of Fairpeld only, ſince there is a particular Account, he ſays, gi- 
ven in the ſame Letter 0 Norwalk, diſtinct from the other. How much 
foever this Gentleman appears inclined to make Exceptions, yet T cannot 

help Notice, that he is often miſled for want of a proper Underſtan- 
ding of che Facts he relates. In the preſent Caſe I will relieve him, by af- 
him, that the Number of Communicants there publiſhed, ig to be 
onderſtood of the hole Miſſion, and that the Society underftood itfo, tho 
for want of a proper ce with their Tranſactions, he is not able to 
apprchend it. The Society always require an Account of each Pariſh 
which compoſes a Miſſion, but the Number of Communicents, Baptized. - 
Sc. which is required to be ſent in a Paper by itſelf, comprehends the 
whole Diſtrict. Accordingly Mr. Hobart will find, upon proper Exarnma- | 
tion, that I never ſeparate the Accounts till Nerwd/k had a Reſident Mi- 
niſter, which was firft in the Year 17423 at which Time he may have the 
Satisfaction to obſerve, that tho* fo many Years after, the Number of 
Communicants at Fairfield was but Sixty-ſeven, but then at Nerwaſk they 
amounted to Sixty-five ; and even ſo late as the Year 1747, he may be 
comforted perhaps to know, that the Number of Communicants at Fuir- 
feld was but Sixty-cight, the he may be not a little diſpleaſecd + hear 
a_ at Norwalt theyamounted the 3 to One Hundred and mw 
2 ut 


* . | J 


. : p * . 
Fa : 4” 1 0 
| ; , 7 8 
F * 2 % 
” 1 
. : 
= 


| 
+ 
b 
1 
5 
* 
* 
3 
| 
a 


| OI — 93. 25 7 
” — 4 
E * 


Miſſionary ſays he, repreſents his Brother as walking over to Norwalk on 


Saturdays in the Afternoon, which is twelve Miles, to aſſiſt in the Duties 


of that Pariſh: And here he is pleaſed to be witty, by obſerving that the 
ng Gentleman walked the twelve Miles upon a very good Horſe; but 


you 
the Wit of this Paſſage will quite vaniſh, when the Reader is told, that in 


the Miſſionary's Letter, the Expreſſion is not walking, but travelling 5 
tho as I ſuppoſe by an Error in the printing or tranſcribing that Len it 


zs publiſhed walking. | 
But he cannot quit the young Gentleman, nor his Vein of Pleſantry,* il 


be has let us know, that in order to recommend him to the Society, he 


repreſented as teaching a Number of poor Children for a ſmall Conſiders: 
tion: The Exception to which is, that ** the Children were no poorer, nor 
Lethe Maſter worſe paid than others.” Had -I here conceal'd from the 
Society, as he has been pleaſed to do from the World, the Salary which was 
paid the Maſter, he mig © 7 poſſibly - have had ſome Colour for repreſenting 


me as intending to deceive them: But the Truth is, I made no other 
Compariſons between the Condition of theſe and that of other Children, 
than only by ſaying in general, that they were poor; nor was the Salary 
of the Maſter compared with that of others, but the Society were honeſtly 
told the Truth, that his Pay was equal to Eight Pounds, Sterling, per An- 
num. And where is the Deſign. of deceiving the Society in all this? I 
wiſh Mr. Hobart had not much more truly deceived: and impoſed: upon 
the World ( tho? I hope not deſignedly) in the Repreſentations he has been 
pleaſed to make of me. Could he ſeriouſly perſuade himſelf that the Pro- 
feſſors of the Church of England were weak enough to be prevailed upon 
by ſuch Repreſentations as theſe ?: On the contrary, he might reaſonably 


imagine, that there was ſcarce a Man among them, but underſtood the 
Tranſactions between the Society and their Miſſionaries much: better than 


himſelf. Nor ſhould I have had any Occaſion for explaining theſe Facts, 


but ſhould with Meekneſs and Patience have ſubmitted: to this injurious 


Treatment, referring the Cauſe to him that judgeth righteouſly, but for the 


| ſake of thoſe honeſt People of other Perſuaſions, Who have leſs Knowledge, 
of theſe Affairs, and are therefore liable to entertain ſuch miſtaken  Repre- 
ſentations. Nor will I deſpair, if Mr. Hobart is a Man of that Seriouſneſs 


he aſſumes, ( ſince I have explained to him the Miſtakes he has fallen into, 
and Which have occaſioned his repreſenting me under a Character which my 
Soul abhors ) but that he himſelf will yet do me. the Juſtice to correct theſe 
Repreſentations, after the Aſſiſtance I have: given him to this Purpoſe.— 
Let me beſcech him to conſider how far in this Caſe, he has departe 


the Rule he has laid Go He P. 94. en A Perſon * to be e 2 


— . 


D * . 
of I 1 of . * 


But I paſs to another Exception which Mr. Hobart has made to the ſame 
| pow 3 for he appears to be diſpleaſed at almoſt every Thing in it: The 
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-« he is in the Right, and that he has ſufficient Evidence to juſtify him be- 
« fore he brings ſo heinous and aggravated a Charge againſt any Man, not 
<« only becauſe if his Evidence fails him, his own Character - muſt greatly 

<<. ſuffer, but chiefly becauſe the divine Law forbids Defamation, or bearing 
« falſe Witneſs againſt our Neighbour, and requires ſuch a Reparation in 
<« Caſes of this Nature as is not eaſily made. That Mr. Hobart had not 
ſufficient Ground or Evidence for the Charge he has bro't againſt me, will 
be very plain, I preſume to every unprejudiced Reader of what I have now 
written; but that he has too eaſily been miſled, by Miſapprehenſions of 
the Society's annual Accounts, by too readily heark*ning to idle Reports, 
or groundleſs Reſentments, by Errors of the Preſs, and the like: Circum- 
ſtances which with an ordinary Degree of Caution, might have been guard- 
ed againſt! And furely where the good Name or Reputation of another 
was concerned, he ought not to have departed from the ſtricteſt Rules of 
Caution, but rather to have deny*d himſelf the Satisfaction of an Accuſer, 
than to have laid himſelf, in any one Inſtance, under the Poſſibility of a 
_ Miſtake : Humanity ſufficiently recommends this Conduct, but Chriſtiani- 
ty inſiſts upon it as an indiſpenſible Obligation. | | 
If Mr. Hobart ſhall think propgr to favour me with any further Re- 
marks, I think I have a Right to expect that they be made not under the | 

Maſk or Profeſſion only, bat with the Spirit of a Chriſtian ; upon theſe - 
Terms, if God ſpare me Life and Health, he may aſſure himſelf of proper 
Notice ; *till when I take my Leave of him and of the Reader. 
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